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*** DRAFT ***

February. 20, 1997
Revised: Febrttary 26, 1997

Org~n’zaaonat Charter

fnteragency Task Force
(Levee and Associated Restoration PrOjects)

This Charter is established under the authority of OMB memorandum dated la February.

1997; subject: Floodplain Management and Procedur.es for Evaluation artd Review of

I~vee and Associated Restora~’on Projects.

2. Purffose:

The trurpose of the .rnteragency Task Force is: a) to ensure that agencies fully consider

relevant options, including non-s~ctural alternatives, during evaluation and review of

levee ret~air and reconstruction projects; and b) tO assist in the rapid and effective

recovery of the dama~ed flood control systems in a way that will minimize risk to life and

property, while ensuring a cost-effective approach to flood damage mitigation and

floodplain m.anagement,, and the protection of important environmental and natural

resource values that are inherent to th¢ flOodFlain and adjacent lartds.

E--0341 83
E-034183



02/28/97 17:10    ~202 761 41~0 CECW-OE & OE-D ~014/01~

The Task Force will achieve its purpose by acomptishing the following goals:

~ Ensuring thatfull consideration is given to all agent, authorities and

,programs, alternatives for flood damage reduction, including p~rmanent evacuation of

flood~rone areas, flood war~’ng, creation of additional natural a~d artificial storage, ¯

"adequately M.zed and maintained levees, and.environmental restoration and ecosystem, ¯

management alternatives When thereare willing sellers of the.lands required for such.

alternatives;

b. The Task Force will complete its work in a tim~!y manner to assure¯ that the

damaged flood control systems are restored and fullyoperational by the start of the next

flood season;.

c. The Task Force shall not deny.any member agency.from commenting on

~xisting programs for levee repair and associated restoraffon projects, where that is in

accord wich sou~,M fi~mciol ~ ~’~roro~o~l practices, nor ¢o create ~ece~..~ or

a~oidabte delays.

4. Applicab_ilitv: This Charter is applicable to those agencies identified as members arm

will serve as the authority for the task force to meet and act on matters assignedto it.

5. Period: The requirement for the continuation of the task force will be dependent upon

the disaster activity during any ~ven year and at the discretion of the lead agency.
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References:

.a. 02�1B Memo’rund~. , 18 February 1997, Subject: Floo@lain Management

and Procedures for Evaluation and Review of Levee and Associated Restoration Projects.

b. F_xecutive Order 11988, May 24, 197Z

c. Water Resources Development Act of 19~6.

Agency references..

Z Direction and Control: The interagency task force works under the leadershipofthe.

U..S. Army Corps of Engineers. " ¯

a. The Task Force Will include a multi-disciplinary and interagency group of

exfferts infields relevant to levee rehabilitation, floo@lain management and the

~ environment, with member representatives from each involved Federal agency and

¯ appropriate Stare and.local agencies.

b. The Task Force will be chaired by a Senior Representative of the impacted

Division of the U..S. Army Corpsof Engineers. Other Federal member representatives

will include: Department of lnterior (~.S. Fish and .Wildlife Service, Bureau of

Reclamation), FH.tW_d, ~..S. Department of Agriculture (2¢atural Resources Conservation

Service), Department of Commerce, Department of I-IouMngEPA, U.S. U.S. and Urban
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Development, U.S. Department of Transportation, U.S. SmallBusiness Administration

and other members of the ~..s. Army Corps of Engineers.

¢. State.member repre~entatlves will include: Reclamation Boards or Levee

Districts, Det~qrnents offish and Game, Stale Land Commissions., State EPA Offices,

and S~e Councils on.Environmental Q~talRY andother agencies.~

a~ Local member representatives will include: Reclamation Boards or Levee

Districts, other State-~’ed organizations arm the ProjectSponsors.             .

9. Funding_: Funding for agency representatives shall be fUrnished by those

participating agencie~ The Federal Emergency Management Agency wil! fund space

requirementS for the group as part of the FF_,MA Mitigati.~. Program.           ,

a. Chairperson is re~onsible to ensurb preparation of a summary of each

meeting.

b, Administrative support will be provided by the lead agency in coordination

w~th H£2dAamt the DFO.$taff.

c. The Task lborce will meet on a monthly basis (or more frequently if.necessary)

to.review all proposals for repair and restoration of flood damaged levees and associated

.systems.

,-I Meetings will be run informally by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Chair to

allow all member representatives to comment on the repair and restoration reports.
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While informal, these meetings will operate professionally (like a River Commission) in

order to facilitate a timely transdfer of comments to the responsible U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers District Office, 31RCS, etc.

1I. procedures..’.

. a. Agencies’shouM establish an internal progress review.process to resolve,

¯ problems to preclude last minute showstoppers prior to Final Reports beingprepared-.

b. UpOn receipt of Final Repair/Restoration Report (through e-mail if possible),

each Task Force representative will thoroughly review the report with consideration to

applicable State and Federal laws and regulations. 2rn addition, each representative shall

consider, 1o t~. extent (~t~J~’oj~i~e and practicable to include the availa~ility ofwilling           ¯

sellers of any required lands, nonstruct~ral alternatives, environmental restoration

alternatives~ and design modificaffo.ns that could:

¯ reduce future flood damages to the applicant and adjacent upstream and

downstream localities,

¯ lower long-term cost to the taxpayers,

¯ " improve environme~ttal conditions, includingwater quati~, and

¯ t assist public andprivate landowners inf~.lf!lting their conservation objectives or

.. obligations related to protected.species, wetland restoraffon and riparian habitat
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p~o~et~or~

~ Within 24 hours ofreceipt of. the report the Task Force shall meet to discuss

~ comments they may have on the levee report(s)..4 group discussion shall be held

and comments shall be received from all agencies, In addition, at this time, all agencies

shall discuss, and take full advantage of, opportunities to use their authorities, in

cooperation with the other particit~ating agencles, to conduct work supportive of the

overall health of the watersheds in the upkznd areas draining into the streams and

tributaries subject to flood restoration wortc

~ aZ The U.S..4rmy Corps of Eng~neersChair will CoordinatealI t~ comments~

the ~k Force will a~ee on a reco~e~fion reg~ng the re~. ~ T~k Force

recomme~t~on which pro~s~ a m~fi~fion to t~-recomme~on con~n~ in a

~i~ R~air~estor~n ~ s~ incl~ ~ff!~ent info~ ~ a proposed

~e~ for implementation to ~e t~ the ~ged fl~ con~oI ~stem ~s restored

~ o~raa~ by ~ ~ Of~e ne~fl~se~on.

(Other Agencies fnpuO

f. Continuing through August 1997, each agency shall report an a monthly bas~s

through the appropriate Assistant Secre .:mry level office to the Office of Managem~nt and

Budget on the status Of levee repair and associated restoratior~ including: applications

received, comments received, actions taken and dollars spen~ In ox~ "tion, the Task

Force, as a whole, shall prepare and deliver a mo~hly report to the A,.gA (CW) for

inclusion in the report of the Secretary of the Army.
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