
I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
I A, PROJECT SUMMARY

The SYRCD proposes to continue Lower Mokelunme River Watershed Stewardship Program (referred to in
this proposal as the Lower Mokelumne WSP) that was initiated in 1998-1999 under a CALFED gram.

I This first phase of Lower Mokelumne WSP has buik a strong foundation of co .n~nunky support for the
Program, and will result in the formation of a watershed steering committee .and a vision for future
watershed plan development by ~e end of 1999.

With this CALFED application, we propose to undertake Phases II and ITI of the program. The Lower
Mokelunme WSP includes three elements:

I * Element 1. Watershed Stewardship Program. Prepare the Lower Mokelumne River Watershed
Stewardship Plan and implemem priority stewardship actions;

~ Element 2. Environmental Farm Pian. Expand and ccminue to implement the Environmental Farm

i Plan (referred to in this propesal as the EFP) by c~ducting 20 workshops. Assist workshop
participants with seW-assessment of their vineyard operation and implememation of action plans on

¯their lands. Undertake a monitoring and evaluation program to assess the effectiveness ofthe EFP;
* Element 3. Neotropical Bird Monitoring. Continue neocropical bird monitoring for a second and

third year, and integrate the three years of data collected under the program into ongoing studies of
fish, amphibians, reptiles, raptors, songbirds, and mammals, along the Lower Mokelunme River. W’rch

~ ¯ our ~ East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EBMUD) will develop complete species occurrence,
| habitat association, and wildlife distribution patterns along the Lower Mokelumne River to promote

informed decision-making o~ land managera~ activities.

We believe it is critical to continue the Lower Mokelumne WSP for several reasons.
1. Our watershed stewardship pr.Tgram ~ll implement key natural resource restoration and management
a~ons on the Lower Moketum~ Ri~er that are expressed in several planning documem~ including

CALFED’s Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan, Calffonfia ~nt ofFish and Game’s Lower Mokelumne
R~-er Fisheries Managemem Plan, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Anadmmous Fish Restoration Program, and
the Lower Mokelunme River. Project Joint Settlement Agreement (Fedexal Energy Regulatory Committee Project
NO. 2916-004).

2. Voluntary Water.~ed stewardship has been d~monstrated to result ~n a dec.ease in adveme imman land use
effe.c~ and benefits to stakeholders within the watershe~ Ecological benefits have been documented for

the Bay Delta Estuary.

including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s Feasibil~ Study for the Lower Mokelumne River;, the
hy~ogk~@-cotmected Cosunme~ River Watershed ~wardsi~ Program; and the C’sty of Lod[ and

St~,m’dship program, th~ success of each of these othea" CALFED l:a’ograms could l~ diminish~

4. Our/woposed En~.ms~mtal Fm-m/’~ ~s a mo~for ~ tum-/~m souv~ poOm~ red~ that

or being conducted by EBMUD and Others, and allows us t~ access a complete biological data set when mak~g
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B. LOCATION
The prvposed Lower Mokelumne River WSP is located in the Mokelunme River Ecologicel unit of the
Ea.~-~ide Delta TribL~taries Ecological Zone as defined in the ERPP (Figure 1). The Lower Mokelumne
River watershed is defined as wa~rshed of the Mokehmme River extending from Camanche Reservoir we~
to the confluence with the Cosunmes River eecompasb~ng roughly 18,000 acre~ (Figure 2).

C. PRIMARY ECOLOGICAL OBJECTIVES
1. ~- Wa~er Quality Improvement, Riparian Habitat Preservation/Restoration
2. EFP - Water Quality Improvement (Develop a flo~!plain management planfor the Mokelunme River,

develop and in~plement a ~3operafive program to improve management of existing~ degraded seasonal
wettand l~bita~ c~elop a c~erafive program to restrict ripar~ vegetation, removal, and establish
prote~ion zones, develop a ~ooI~-afive program to implement ~ restoration a~dvities, en~ourage
improved land management and livestock grazing practices along stream riparian zones, develop a
program to restore riparian woodlands along the entire Mokelumne River, develop and implement a
program to t~tuc~ invasive plant species from the ~ ~vrridor along the Mokvlumne River, and
develop program to minimize agricultural pesticide and herbicide use into the Mokelunme River)

3. ES - Endangered and Threatened Species (Neotropical Birds) - Improve nesting and foraging
habitat for nectropic~l bird species and monitor tren& in wild~ife abtmdance.

D. COSTS
We are. curre~ly reque~ing funding for ~ II and I~ (i.e., the remaining $654,000 of the tvtal
$813,000 Program). To d,~e, CALFED has fi~nded $159,000 for Phase I.

E. ADVERSE AND THIRD PARTY IMPACTS
No direct or indirect adver~ third party hnpacts from any of the elements are anticipated..

F. APPLICANT QUALn~ICAT~ONS
The SJRCD is currc~y administering the CALFED grant for Phase I of ~ Program, and has successf~y
administered sev~’val Environmental P~t~y~ion h gen~y and Natural Re~urces Consercation Se~c~ grits.

G. MONITORING AND EVALUATION
This Program includes ~ monixoring and evatuafion tasks, des~’ibed in Se~ion V of this proposal.

H. LOCAL SUPPORTICOORDINATION

L COM~ATIBHATY WITH CALFED OBJECTIV~
Our proposed Program is c~~ with CALFED’s stated ERP and ~trat~ Plan Objec~es,
address~ nmlfiple ~ i.~ue~ and fosw~ c~mm2ity invo~ in CALFED planning and
impl~on. Our program c~x~butes to addeving n~n-flow ERPP targ~ for the Lower Mokelunme
Rive. The Prvgram fosters co~ invoiveme~ in CALFED plannk~ provid~ for mgoing
h’npleme~on a~d adapt~ managem~ ba~ on sustainable de~c~-mak~.

l~e I~er Mokdum~e W~ me~s CALFED’s ~m requireme~s by c~p~i~g with all
applicable laws a~d r~gulazion;, not pre]u~u~ng the ultimate derision ~ CALFED’s long-term
program; .proddes coordination and. natification of local go~ernmen~ and public ingot;
br~ot~es only willing landowners and ~eholders; and "mee~s CALFED’$ Funitadons on fu~g.
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