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Ecosystem Round/able Members
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Su le 1155
Sacramento, CA 95914

Dear Roundtable Members:

In reviewing tile CALFED Restoration Coordination Program 1998 Funding Package
Summary Table for Proposed Projects, it has come to our attention that the Institute for
Fisheries Resources has submitted a proposal to open up Butt.¢ Crock Canyon to salmoz~
and stccllmad passage. W~ understand that this issue has been agcndized foe discussion at
your October 28, 1998 meeting and flmrctbrc we ~e submitting the tbllowing letter
expressing our 0oncerns with this proposed project.

The Executive Summm-y ofth~ proptmed projcot indicates that the goal o1" tim proj~ot is to
prepat~ a fish passage plan fbr salmon and steelhead up th’ough the [hr reaches of Butte
t;reek where there is no histodc~ ovidence indicating that this is their natural habitat.
You indicate that this plan would itmlude the removal of both natural and mind-made
ba~iers along the creek, including the removal of the Cente~’ille Dam. A project oI’this
magi~itudo presents potential flooding hazards and impacts to local water quality and
supply which should be oare~lly reviewed prior to proceeding.

The Board of Supervisors is eha~’ged with the regulation of’ all land use within our county.
In the interest of the health and satiety of our residents, local governments are given the
police power to make those land use decisior~s. We are "alermtzd tlmt input fiom the Bun, d
has not been sought regarding this proposed project and that fiature thnding is not
contingent upon our review and comments.

Our research indicates that you plan to recommend partial funding el’this project at this
time and that lhture fhnding is bei~.2 eotxditioncd upon addressing the coacern,s of the
Dcpartment ~f Fish and Game, tim Butte Creek Watershed Conservancy and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlilb Services with no mention el’local government. We find it disconcerting that
youl’ program wo~fld consider thnding such a large scale project at any level without first
seeking local government review and comnaent,
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In addition, alth~iugh the EXecutive Summary indicates that support for this project has
been expressed by the Butte Creek Watershed Conservancy, we question this., bx l~et, we
have been contacted by members of the consonancy Boz~’d of Directors who have
resolutions regarding t~s proj~t. As landowners in the upper portion t~fButte Creek,
many are not supportive of the ~pan~on el~ fl~e passage fo~ s~mon and s~eclhead because
of the associated restrictions surrounding these endang~ed species,

~ eonelusio~ the Butte Ct~umy ~om.d of gupe~isors ha~ r~eatedly requested to hav~
input imo proj~ts t~t have the pot~tial to impact the ~teflfi an~ sifety of our residems
and the local e~onomy. We requent tt~at the Roundtable provide adequate hOt,cation to
mid seek proper ~put t~om the Butte County Bowd of Supor~sors ~d other Meal leaders
regar~ng ills and MI ~tura projects within our county betbre any decision is made as
follows: Future agendas, backup matedal~ and comments received by any interested
prates should be sore to:

Riced Prie~, Director
Butte County Water Division
316 Ndson Avenue
Oroville, CA 95965

Thank you for this opportunity to express our t:onoerns with the t~nding allocation
process.

Sincerel~~~

Fred Davis, Chair "
Fb.!tte County Board of Supervisor~
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