
Cosumnes River Floodplain Acquisitions and Management -
I. Executive Summary

a. Project. title: Cosurrmes Pdver Floodplain Acquisitions and Management ’

Applicants: The Nature Conservancy and the California Wildlife Conservation Board

b. .Project description and primary biological/ecological objectives
The proj~ctproposes a block grant totaling $20,670,000 for acquisition and enhancement of
approximately 11,000 acres of fisheries, riparian, and wetland habitats along the lower Cosunmes
River floodplain and adjacent Delta lands.

The primary use of the requested funds will be for the acquisition, initial restomtion~ and
¯ conservation stewardship of properties rich in actual or potential habitat valiae and important to
the long-term health 0fthis part of the Bay-Delta ec. osystem. The applicants propose to buy some
properties outright and add them:to the Costmmes River Preserve, and to acquire conservation
easement interests in others.                        .

Additional funds, are requested for initial restoration and stewardship activities and for a
proportional contribution to the Cosumnes River Preserve’s endowment to assist with long-term
management costs.

The primary biological/ecological objectives of this proposal are to:

¯ protect existing riparian, wetland, and aquatic habitats and associated species.
¯ reestablish riparian, wetland, and aquatic habitats through restoration of natural processes

and expansion of the floodplain.      .
¯ facilitate population expansion of species associated with the Cosumnes, particularly

eastside tributary fall-run salmon, splittail, sandhill cranes, neotropical migrant bird
species, and waterfowl

c. Approach/tasks/schedule

The proposed approach is to acquire feeor easement interests from willing sellers on properties
that are contiguous to the Cosumnes River Preserve, have high habitat values, and/or offer
conservation managers excellent opportunities to expand the floodway and restore the riparian
corridor oft.he lower Cosumnes River.

The project will .complete the acquisition of key properties currently unde~ option to The Nature
Conservancy and secure conservation easements or options on additional hi~-pfiority parcels.
Initial restoration, stewardship, and management activities will be initiated as properties are
acquired. New breaching of levees within the floodplain is not a part of this project; however, the
successful completion of thisproject is a requirement for that restoration action to occur. We
expect to complete the program proposed here within two years. The project will siabmit

.. quarterly financial and programmatic reports to CALFED.

d, Justificatian for p~oject
The land acquisitions and conservation management activities proposed here will protect and
expand tidal wetlands, seasonally flooded wetlands, the dpaxian Corridor, perermial grasslands
and farmland of high habitat value. This proposal addresses at least seven priority stressors and
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benefi.ts numerous species or’concern to CALFED. These .~ctivities ’.~,iil _~so imcr~’,e water    -
qual[W ~d will have broad ecosTst~m b~ne~ts.

e. Budget costs and thi~d-pa~ impacts
To~ ~0st t~r ~e progr~ desc6bed here ~s appro~a~ety ~8 470 0~30. [denti~ed cost-shag .
~ds to~ appro~mately$7,800,000. ~e net ~o~t requested ~s $20,670,000. More ~ $30.
~llion h~ been spent oa ~e Cos~es project to date.

~ere ~e no ~o~ aegative ~d-p~ impac~ ~om ~ activities tbr w~c~ we ~e re~ues~g
~ding.

fl Applicant qualifications
~e Na~e Conse~cy ~d ~e C~ifo~a Wildlife Conse~a~on Bo~d, have e~e~ive
expe~ence ~ prope~ acq~si~on, habitat restoration, md lind mmagement.

g. zWanitaHng and data ~alua~n
~e project proposes to expmd ~e eme~ive habitat ev~mfion md species mo~to~g pro~s
~eady ~ o~mtion at ~e Cos~es ~ver Prese~eto ~ese new prope~ies ~ ~ey ~e added to
~e Prese~e. We ~511 develop specific repo~g req~emenm ~ co~dmfion ~.~ C~FED

h. Local suppa~caoedina~on wgh othe~ peogra~eompa~bili~ With C~D abjec~

~e Cos~es ~ver Prese~e w~ dedicated ~ 1987. Prese~e ~ ~d vol~teem Mve
developed, e~e~iveeo~~ mppo~ ~ a decade of worse ~ loc~ md re~on~ seho01s,
co~~ ~oups, md publie agencies. ~e Sae~ento Co~W Gene~ Plm suppo~
exp~ion of~e Prese~e, md ~ee~ion proposed here ~H ~ ~ help ~e co~W ac~eve~
some.of ~e plm’s obje~ves.

~e activities proposed ~e compatible ~ ~e objectives of C~FED, ~e ~e.agenc!es md
p~e~ of&e Cos~es projeeg ~e Cen~.V~ey Project ~provement Aeg ~e Cen~    *’
V~ley Habitat Jolt Venue, md ~e Wettmd Rescue Pro~.

Sevcr~ o~er org~fiom’ proposes to C~FED ~ respome to ~s ~P have been
coor~ated ~ ~s propose, ~clu~g proposes &ore ~e Sac~ento Loe~ Co~e~afion
Co~s,~ P~I Willi~s..~d ~sociates~ ~e B~eau of L~d MmagemenL md Due~ U~ted.
~e~ ~ding would ~sist m in ~plemen~g o~ pro~. However, o~ propos~ is not
contingent on ~ding of ~ese proposes. Moreover, ~e elemenm of ~s propos~ (~ a few
exception, de~led ~ Section IV-a of ~s propose) �~ be ~ded s~p~tety or ~ ph~es.
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