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¯ ¯ Called Bay-Delta in 1995 by Gov. Pete Wilson and

Program would have the Clinton administration to ad,
dress environmental and waterserious local impacts, management problemsassociat-
ed with the San Francisco

ByMELANIETURNER .. and Sacramento/San Joaquin
Enterpfl~e staff writer .. River delta system. ...’..,,

WOODLAND ’ Yolo County The Bay-Delta is an intricate
Supervisor. Dave Rosenberg of web of waterways created at’th~
Davis is sharply critical of a new junction of the bay and the ri’ve~s
plan "to transfer the ’waterand the watershed that feeds
wealth ofNorthern California tothem. It’s an important par~ of
the thirsty south under the guiseCalifornia’s natural environ-"
oJ’environmental protection.’: ’ment and the economy, supply:
¯ " Rosenberg, in a speech Mort-’ing drinking water for more tltan
day on local water issues at a FA-.22 million California.ns and.irri-
wanis Club luncheon, character-gated water for more than 4-rail,
ized. the Calfed Bay-Delta Pro-lion acres of the world’s most

- gram, an effortinvoiving bothproductive farmland. "~’"
state and federal agencies, as a Habitat systems are’decli~ng
charade.

Calfed is a program initiated See WATER, Page ~,-7
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WATER ¯ from the Sacramento River.
"We, in this com~, have been

’ the subject of a steady stream or
ContlnuedfromPageA-1 water transfer proposals since

1991," Rosenberg said.
in the Bay-D~Ita. Water supply tell- The loss of the county’s ground
ability has declined and many Icy-water due to such transfers could
ees are structurally weak. result in a number of negative

The Called Bay-Delta Program iseffects, including trouble meeting
currently in the environmentalfUture needs and land subsidence.
review phase. It targets 32 rivers, Subsidence, or a Iower~g of the
creeks and tributaries, ground water table, has potentially

Yolo County supervisors havenegative impacts. For one, if flood
been f~t’ustrated, feeling lel~ out ofcontrol levees lower, they could !
the CaL~ed process. Rosenberg metbecome less effective. "
with the program’s assistant dircc- Earlier this year, the state l
tot and director, Dick Daniel andDepartment of Water Resources
Lester Snow, on 0ct,24. issued a draft proposal to transfer

"I informed them ofour displea-supplemental water from mostly
sure at not having been kept in theSacramento Valley users to State
loop," Rosenberg told his fellowWater Project contractors in Cen- t
supervisors at a recent meeting,tral and Southern California. Yolo
"They were frankly very apolo-Countywasamongthosethatwouldt:
getic." have been impacted, li

AlthoughCalfedoffictalscontin- But the concerns of local off-t~
ue to tout the plan as "voluntary,"cials were heeded by the state andb
public officials and others remainit deleted the ground water substi-
skeptical, tutlon proposal f~om its draft EIR,

"Voluntary has effects on neigh-virtually removing Yolo County
¯ bors, effects on streams," Rosen-ft’om that proposal. Yolo continues sl

~ berg said. to be at risk, however, he said.
TheB~ In his concluding comments,

~..te-ho1~"~-~ublic e ud cationa~senberg made the followingsug- r~
~fe_d on Tue..aye:                                                                   :
{    ~ _7 to 9__ p..m._.m _t~_ e__~.~ _unc~l ¯ Th~ state should have a policygi
~ Cxq~~R.us.- _t.hat wa~r supply needs should not11

~ ~~~_ulecl be me)/by transferring water ~omte
~ve on local cable Chan._-_...one-~ater-deilcient area to another
net’i,                          water-deficient area;             re

Representatives 11"om every    ¯ Water supply needs have to be

I major water agency plan to attend,met bya prioritysystem of transfers
¯ Rosenbergsaid. in which water is first transferredbo

"We want to cast the light of dayfrom sources that are least likely toW~
on this Called proposal" in order tohave environmental and economic"A
protect the county’s resources, heimpacts;and (1{
added. ¯Ground water substitutionSl~

Yolo County, which is heavilytransfers should be pursued onlytic
dependent on water t’or its cropsunder the following circumstances:
and its people, is a water-deficientthe transfer program is limited to a
county.The Yolo County Flood Con-specific geographic area to facili- nu
trol and Water Conservation Dis-tare evaluation and mitigation of to~
trict, in tact, has identified the needimpacts; it is held accountable by
for an additional 120,000 acre-feetlocally elected officials who areir!!
per year to meet the irrigation andaccountable to the community, ithis
population needs oiethe county, results in a clear benefit; it does notan~

According to Rosenberg, theinclude land fallowing or croplea
water district, which operates 180shifting; and it includes care~lact
miles of canals, Is worklngwith themonitoring o£ impacts and provi-rolt
cities to try to get a water rightssions for prompt compensation of l
application for diversion oi" waterimpacts, the

E--02741 4
E-027414


