
OUTLINE OF PRESENTATION TO
CALFED WATER TRANSFER WORK GROUP

CONCERNING 1991 WATER TRANSFERS FROM
YUBA COUNTY WATER AGENCY
(Presented by Paul M. Bartkiewicz)

1.    Structure of the Transfer.

Parties: Yuba County Water Agency (Transferor) and State Water Bank and

Department of Fish and Game (Transferees).

¯ Quantity and terms: 99,200 acre feet from storage to State Water Bank at $125

per acre foot.

28,000 acre feet from storage to Department of Fish and Game for $50 per acre

foot.

82,000 acre feet from groundwater substitution to State Water Bank for $125 per

acre foot.

¯ Agency use of transfer proceeds: Local flood control, water conservation, water

_ quality, water conveyance and distribution facilities.

2. Transfer Approval Process

¯ SWRCB: Transfer petition obtained for transfers from storage.

¯ Environmental analysis: CEQA exemption for transfers from storage under

Water Code section 1729.

DWR was lead agency for CEQA purposes for groundwater substitution transfer.
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Review process: A series of public meetings were held with local water

purveyors to explain the groundwater substitution transfer program. The Agency

Board of Directors received public comment on the transfer proposals during

meetings of the Board of Directors.

3.    Third Party Impacts

¯ Definition of third party impacts: Economic impacts within the area from which

the water was transferred, as distinguished from impacts to legal users of water

or unreasonable impacts to. fish, wildlife or other instream beneficial uses (see

Water Code section 386).

¯ Third party impacts from transfers from storage: Transfers from storage do not

affect the amount of agricultural production within the Agency. The amount of

" water transferred is limited so that the ability to make full deliveries within the

Agency is unaffected by the transfer. No third party impacts from transfers from

storage have been reported within the Agency.

¯ Third party impacts from groundwater substitution transfers: The Agency

authorized its member districts to work with farmers to make a portion of their

surface water entitlement from the Agency available for transfer by using

groundwater as a substitute supply. No land was taken out of production to

implement the transfer. The Agency retained twenty percent of the Water Bank

payment to cover its administrative costs and to reimburse for increased pumping

costs for municipal wells resulting from the groundwater substitution transfer.

The Agency carefully monitored well elevations throughout the course of the

transfer. Transfer funds were used to lower the pumps for three domestic wells

that were affected by lower groundwater elevations caused by the transfer.

4. Other Issues
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¯ Water fights protection: The quantity of water that could be transferred was

limited by the Agency so that the transfer wouid not diminish the Agency’s ability

to meet the needs of Agency water users, not only in the year of the transfer but

in following year, assuming precipitation that would be comparable to the worst

year of record. The transfer agreements contained water rights protection

provisions consistent with state law. Provisions were included in the agreements

between the Agency and water districts participating in the groundwater

substitution program to ensure that impacts to local municipal and domestic wells

_ would be identified and compensated for.

¯ Conditions necessary for a long-term transfer: For transfers from storage, better

information would have been needed .on the long-term availability of surplus

water supplies and the availability of facilities to convey transferred water through

the Delta. For transfers involving groundwater substitution, better information

would have been needed on the safe long-term yield of the affected aquifer.

5. Attachment

¯ Attached is an article prepared by Paul M. Bartkiewicz entitled "Water Transfers:

Addressing Concerns of the Agricultural Communities", that appeared in the fall,

1992 edition of the Land Use Forum, which discusses the 1991 Yuba County

Water Agency transfers.
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