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"i think we should turn flood confrol on its head...the way to reduce flooding in one area
is to proTm~t:e fl~oding i~ others. For political, economic and .environmentM reasons, the
traditio.;¢al approach qfi raising levees and building dams is simply no longer viable. Store
.floods on the floodplains. That% the z~;ay the rivers do i~, and we should follow their lead."
- Dr. Jeffrey F. Mount: California Rivers and Streams: T~e Conflict Between Fluvial
Procass and Land Use

"Ten thou.san~ river commissions, ~z~fth the mines of the world at. their back, cannot taine
that lawless stregm, cannot curb it or con, fine it, cannot s~y to i~ "Go Here’ or "Go There’,
and make i~ obey; cad,.not save a shore which it has sent.enced; cannot bar i~s pa~.h with an
ob.~tr~ction which i~ zoitI not tear down, dance over and laugh aL.."

Mark Twain: Life on the M~.ssissi~pi~

For more information or to obtain extra copies of this document, please call
Jackle McCort or Jenna Olsen. at the Sierra Club, 5:t0/654-7847.
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The tragic 1997 California floods killed 8 people, damaged or destroyed almost 20,000
homes and have been estimated to cost more than $1.8 billion in property damage.

It’s time for a change. Building big ne~v ¢xpe~ive dams and levees ~n’t the answer.
California needs a comprehensive flood management strategy that will m~ize loss
of life and property, save taxpayer dollars and pro~ect and restore important ~nd
valued natural environments and landscapes. A recen~ Field Poll reveals ~ere is a
widespread endorse~nent of levee set-backs and the placement of gre~ter restrictions
on. i~ture resid~l bufld~g in floodplains--the publ~c is re~dy to embrace
environmen~a11Z-sound flood mm~agemen[ practices.

Floods are p=r~ of the dynamic n~ture o~ healthy rivers. In fact, floods ~nd high
ere ~ceded [o cleanse ivers of accumulated debris, build streamban~, import gr~vel
for salmon and steelhead spawning, %bin ip~rian forests and crea~e river~e h~bita%s.
By working ~ith nature-qnstead of against i~ By rely~g solely on build~g big new
expe~ive in~as[ructure such as dams and levees--we create the oppo~nity to
develoF solutions of mutual 5enef~.t that ~mprove flood ~nanagen~en[, wa%er quality    ."
~nd the he~l%h of ecosystems ~nd the economy.

Our general prindples of flood management and H.oodp}ain restoration, based on the
most current scienti~c undersianding of riverine processes and the hard lessons of
repeate~ Hoodin$ in California and other parts of the country, most notably the
Upper Mississippi Basin, are:

I. Restore r£ver systems and functions thai improve flood management while
bolstering [h4 effectiveness of e~sting Hood control systems:

a. ~estore to a meenh~gf~l extent the historica! capacity of rivers and
floodplains %o Better accom~noda~e flood waters by setting back levees to
%,.idea %he ~oodw~y--~e river chmmel during high Hows.

5. l~cre~se wetland and riversiie forest habitat %vithin th~ widened river .zone.
c. Increase ~e use o~ planned floodplain flooding to reduc~ do~vnstreem flood

peaks.
d. $~engthen exisdng and properly s~%ed levecs at high risk, which protect high

value ~qoodplam uses ~a~ cannot be relocated from the f]oudpla~.
e. P~ssess ~e operations of reservoirs and %.va%er~vor~s to ensure the efficient

reliable and prudent use of flood control space. In sonde cases, dams ~nd
waterworks need to Be structurally modified [o improve their ability to
release water %o avoid downstream Hooding.

f. Improve use of weather fo~:ecastin$ and monitoring upstream conditions
have a. better "ea~’ly warnin~ system" of ~h.en a ~ood could be coming.

2. Be~ter manage [he uses of ~.oodplalns %o minimize taxpayer expense and
maximize environmental heal~h:
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a. Eliminate incentives or subsidies for deve!opment in ~ahe most dangerous
parts of the floodplain. No more people should be put in harm’s way.

b. Reforlr~ {loodplain mapping programs so ~a~ ~ey accurately portray the
risks and consequences of anticipated flooding. Ensure tha~ Californians
understand when they are [oca%in~ h~ a ~oo~plain.

c. Ensure %hat new structures unavoidably being built in floodplains are
designed ~o resist damage from foreseeable future ~oods.

d. Educate Californians on ~he risks of living, working, or [~n~ing ~
prone ~o {foods--and make sure %hey are willing to be~ the appropriate
financial responsfDiliiy ~or such use.

e. Endeavor to relocate the most fl~ea~ened Calfforni~ns and communilies who
volunteer to move to safer locations.

f. Ensure ~at sta~e az~d local ~overnments responsible for #loodpla~ land use
decisions 5ear an increased financial responsibility for ~.ood recovery efforts.

3. Manage the entire watershed ~o provid~ ~he most pro~ecfion from ~oods in an
enviro nmentally-sensi~ive way:

a. Discourage development in remaining web, ands and floodplains. ~etlands
. and {unciioning floodplains act as giant sponges which absorb ~d slow the
progress of fl6odwamrs.

b. Use acquisition and easement programs to restore some of
historical ~vedands and floodplain acreage and to promote funcional
restoration of associated river systew, s.

c. Discourage clearcuttin$ and roadbuilding in areas prone to mudslides.
d. Where possible, replace non-n~tive h~llside annua~ vegetation wi~ native

.perennials to improve ~ainwater absorption ~nd reduce h[Hside erosion.

4. Existing state and fede:~1 laws that pro~ect endangered species are not responsible
for/eiays in immediate levee repair. At%erupts ~o weaken or suspend exist~g
endangered species la~,s o~y divert energy ~,ay from the true causes of
flooding losses. Re%her than scapa~oating these laws, comprehensive
should.be made %o restore na£ural floodplain haSi~a~ and associated ~
hydrologic functions to levels thai ~ake significant pressure of£ ~he
minimum haSi%ats availaSle

S. S~ate, iocal and federal a~encies and governments, non-~overnmen~al
g~akeh01ders, and ¢oncerne~ memSers of ~he puSli¢ need ~o Work cooperatively
%o develop and implement 5e~ter short-term flood response coordination and
funding. ~e implementation of more innovative and comprehensive lon~-te~m
al~ematives (undertaken ~ conjung~ion wi~h near-~erm spending) should be
facilitated ~nd leveraged..
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