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There apparer~ly was a s~_ficant disc~mston about budget aut-b, odW versus outlays.
Mr. Panetta indicated that it would be easier to come up w~th t]~. budget autho~ey~ posm’bly
even $143 ~11~on in BA, but the outlays were gclng to be ~t.

l~s. Dooley and Fazio str~xl th~ neod to keop th~ CVP Re~tution Fund dallm’s
separate from the CALFED funding. They stressed that "doub!~ counting" doesn’t wozk and
tha~ it was a mialabeling of ¢hc tim&, at l~i, given ¢ha~ the R¢.~torafion Fund is composed of
oontzibutions that the water and power u,~ers mak~ on an annua~ basis. M~, Paae1~a ru=p .orw,~y
re’as sym~c to this concer~

Yirmlly, Mr. Panetta indicated tlm£ the administration would ~ to expI0ro the
possibility of" designing a now rneeI~,~.~ for adminiseering the Federal dollars, one that
provides greater ftexibiHcy than monies appropriated to stoic projec~ In parficulax, he
suggested that the adminislz~ion was exploring estabILshing a tnLc[ fund, 1~e ~ one th~ ~s
used to administer the Federal dollars in South Florida in the EvergJades ze~orafion pzojeet.
In that case, funds are apparently appropriated to a trust fund and then drawn down by the
Federal agencies as ~ are needed for projects tJ~ ere identified by the agendes and the
stakeholders.

Reds. Fazio and Dooley and others expressed interest [u the concept, but stresse~ the
ne~t �o ma~nta~ consensus among the stakeholders and the nell
g~ve~ an opportuniW consider and discu~ the propo.~l.
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