
Common Pool con=ept, Delta levees and Delta water quality are
integrally related. Without the levee systems repulsion of ocean
salinity would-require greater fresh water outflows. Because
there is about 2 acre feet.per acre greater evaporative loss from

inundated areas than ~rmm typ~c~1 f~rmad ~raas, m~ntmnance
levees saves vast quantities of fresh water. Without adequate
fresh water q~ality, agriculture and much of the fish, wildlife
and recreational values of the Delta will be unsustainable..

History has shown particularly in matters relating to water
tha~promi~cs are broken and laws are ignored, rcintorprctcd to
nullify their effect or are changed. Commitments forfunding are

_vulnerable to changes in the economy e~nd the ~ .e~s of our citi-
zens. Application of funds, even if available will always be.
subject to-amyriad of regulatory restraints and controls, many
of which could totally block expenditure for any purpose.

A viable levee program must be sustainable,over an extended
iperlod of tlme.~ Thls requlres ~he ongolng political support
the major interest groups affecting political decisions. A
common interes~ in ~he protec~$on of De!~a water ~uali~y assures
some interest in maintenance of Delta levees by all those who

" ~ ~raw water Zrom the common.pool of ~resh waterw±t~in the Delta
channels. !f the SWP~and CVP export pumps were directly con-
nected to the Sacramento River by way of some type of periphera!
canal, then the very powerful water export interestsincluding
our State and Federal governments which operate the export
projects would no longer have a true concern with the quality.of
water in the Delta pool but rather would,only be concerned with
the quality of,water at the intake to the peripheral type canal.
In such event, Delta agricultural, fish, wildlife and recre-
ational values and the related industrial and urban values would
become vulnerable tototal’disregard and probable destruction

.... ~-.simi~ar towhat~occurred inthe Owens~Valley. ~W~st~ry h~s not
provided any basis for.a sense of fair play or commitment to

Water Code se~tion~ i~00 et seq. adopted in 1959
commitments which should be honored. ~n Water Code section 12201

"~ 12201. Necessity of maintenance of water Suppl~ ....

The Leglslature finds that the maintenance of an
adequate wa~er supply in the ~elta ~ufficient to main-
tain and expand agriculture,~industry, urban, and
recreational development in the Delta area a~ set
in Section 12220, Chapter 2, of this part, and to
provide a common source of £resh water for ~xpurt
areas of water deficiency is necessary to.the peace,
heal~h, sa£et~ and welfare of the people of the $~ate,
excepts.that delivery.of such water shall be subject to

E--024069
E-024069



the provisions of Section 10505 and Sections 11460 to
11463, inclusive, of this code."

.and~in Water COde section 12205, it is stated:

management of release of wate~

It is the policy Of the State that the Operation
and management of releases from storage into the
sacramento-san Joa~uln Delta of water for use

~ the area in which such water originates shall be inte-
grated to the maximum e~t~t pog~ible in order to
permit the fulfillment of the objectives of this part."

The only meaningful assurance is to ratain the ’common. pool"
and thereby a sincere �ommon concern f~r the pr~cti~n of the

water quality in the Delta. Preservation of such com~o~ concern
will asmure ~hat all~.gr-oup~ will be .a~ the table to help
the program to changing conditions and future needs.
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