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Chesapeake Bay Program.
AND RESTORATION. GOALS.

etland~, both tidal and nontidai, play a critical rolein the
Chesapeake Bay ecosystem, a. role that was recognized’ by.the Chesapeake Bay ~Program in the 1987
Chesapeake Bay Agreement and in the I989 Chesapeake Bay Wetlands Policy.~ The maintenance of ex~t-
ing wetlands and restoration of wetland acreage and function are critical to suscaining habitats for breeding,
spawning, nesting, and Wintering living resources, including those living resources ~ital to the regional econ-

Wetlands also play role. in keepingthe Bay healthyby nutrients and minimizingvaluableomy. a retaining
the impacts of flooding.

.
.lands Polio/to a no net loss goal and to take steps to~actiom be undemaken by the Chem~ Bay Program:

achieve a long-term goal of a net resource g~in in acreage and ¯ Evaluate: and supplement as necessari, current wetland
function. We rea/Brm the no net loss goal for the watershed, tracking and accounting mechanisms, including the
recognizing that the no" net loss must be for both acreage and need for the develbpment ofnew databases Or other new
function. We maintain our commitment to protect existing information collection techniques to improve our abilit3"
wedands to the maximum extent practicable. In addition, we to evaluate our progress in protecting and restoring wet-
reaiTirm our commitment to the following ongoing implemen- lat). ds. That~ effort shall include the following actiom;:
radon actions:

¯¯ ByJune 1998, identify a strategy to complete wedand
¯ To reduce the losses ofwedands from regulated activities status and trends in the, Bay Watershed wedands

by encouraging more preliminary consultations to avoid even 5 years. This strat~ shall provide the meam to
or reduce wedand impacts early in the planning process. ¯ obtain measurable data and information that will

accommodate the broad,based needs o[ the Bay Pro-

¯ To compensate for unavoiaable wetland losses from reg- gram and the local governments ,in the Bay water.
ulared activities by requiring permittees to mitigate for shed. It shall include an evaluation of the validiw and
wetland losses in a manner that encourages replacement reliabiliw of new. inventor~, technologies as a~ess-
of both acreage and function, rnent tools, their cost effectiveness, and the utiliw of

potential tools and technologies for assessment
� To encourage ’non-regulatory measures to protect and purposes.

manage wetlands outside of the scope of regulato~ ¯ By January 1999, complete the National Wetlands
programs. Inventory Progrm~ mapping of the entire watershed

to provide a modem benchmark to quantify the
nature and extent of wetlands in the Bay drainage

rl~HE PURPOSE OF THIS DIRECTIVE is to develop basin.
J. strategles to achieve .the: protection and restoration of the

wetlands resource, to establish a quantifiable wetland restora. . ¯ Complete and publish a wetlands sLatus and t~ends
don and preservatibn goal and to define methods to measure .report for dissemination to the public by Januaw
our success in meeting tha~ goal 2000, .and every 5 years thereafre~
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Based upon our cha~cterization.of wcdand resources as "~’~TE EU~TH.ER COMMIT to ~s~g [~.
noted ~ve. the ~csa~ake Bay Pro~am~ ~ c~rd~t~n ~ ’men~ ~nd communi~.ba~d w~tershed e~om ~u~h
with other public and p~vate entities, shall: ~e development o~ t~E ~d ~£o~ation. ~

~ By the ~nnual ~sa~ake Executive ~unc~ meet~
shall include:

1998, developjufisdiction-speci~cstretches ~ Au~ent~g wetlands assemment projecm ~m~e~:ed

a~iev~g net g~ goa~. At a m~um, ~e s~te~ the states of Ma~l~d md Penns~v~ ~m addi-

should ~clude a plan for resto~ng eve~ acre 0fwe~d tion~ p~ot project ~ ~rghia to ~ ~mphted

lost each year ~ ~ acre ofwed~d ofsimRar ecd~-
i~value. U~ndevelopmentofaquant~ble~, ~~ Dra~ng u~n ~e le~om from the

{u~dicdon-s~c~c strate~es ~1 ~ u~ated ~ 2~, completing and publ~h~g a communi~-b~d
pr~ m weds& pre~wadon and restom~n~d ¢ve~ 5 ?e~ ~ere~e~
~an Janua~ I~. ~

~ B~ ~e annu~ ~esa~ake Execu~ve ~uncR mee~g
~ I~, establhh a qumt~able go~ for a net ~ ~
we~an~ acreage and ~nc~on breed u~n ~e resul~ ff

agemeat m emure ~at p~fi~ te~i~-ms~tan~,.

Wedand trends re~m, ~e~men~ of re~lato~ ~d resm~on go~s, ~ ~ provided to ~terest~
non-re~lato~ pro~, and I~ ~ter~. ~ ~ niti~. Pfiofi~ f6r res~nd~g m ~
~ ac~owledge md reflect ~fo~ation reed to ~ ass~t~ ~ ~ dete~ed ~ ~e ~ Pr~ ffter
l~h Ma~l~d’sWed~d Recove~ ~I of ~,~ a~ co~ulm~a ~ I~ gove~en~ md o~en
~d ~ s~ar ~ w~ ~y ~ set ~ ~e ~te~ ~ to e~ure the m~t effective u~ ~ l~t~
~ other iu~icfi~. ~t~ce re~ur~.

BY THIS DIRECTIVE, we reat~m our commitments made in the 1987~Chesapeake Bay Agreement and the 1989 Chesa-
ix~ake Bay Wetlands Poli~ to take steps to achieve a net resource .gain as a long-term goal for wetlafid restoration in the

Chesapeake Bay basin, redognizing the role wedands, play in the overall health of the Bay and its living resources. Weg the t~ader-
signed, agree .to further our efforts through this directive..

DATE: .October 30. "1997

FORTH~ ~ STATES OF AMIiRICA

FOR THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COMMI~ SSION
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