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Second, there is no incentive to store water in groundwater basins by individuals or water agencies
if anyone can tap that water at any time with no restriction. Groundwater basins are the cheapest,
most eaavironmentally friendly, expedient and efficient (no evaporation) way to store water. But
groundwater siorage on a broad scale will not happen absent management to control who can make
withdrawals.

4. NO MANDATE FOR GROWTH PLA.N’NING AROUND WATER AVAILABILITY. The~

preferred alternative i~ at best a sham. It promises water supply and i-eliability but, in fact, cannot
make any such claim absent a state program to plan growth around available water supplies. New
growth, particularly that with inflex~le water needs (i.e., urban,, industrial) will constantly put strains
on available water supplies and make the state’s water supply increasing unreliable. To assure
existing water uses are protected (e.g., fisheries, agriculture, ~urrent urban needs) the state will need
to require that new growth revolve around the availability of water to support it and not by taking
water fi-om other uses (e.g., fish, farms) or assuming that i£the growth takes place a water supply will
~llow it.

5. NO PLANS FOR NEW WATER. Fkually, the preferred alternative does not provide for any
new water for a state population expe~d to grow to 50 m~on by 2020 when ~’xisting water supplies
are inadequate in many y~ars to me~� current needs and demands. Specifically, there needs to be an
alternative that seriously considers desalinization plants to supply most urban water needs.
Desalinization mimics natural processes, It doespose certain environmental problerns,(ile~, screening
intakes, disposal of brines, and energy use and pollution related to energy generation) and is
expensive. However, most, if not all, of the environmental problems could be resolved. There are,
for exam. pie, promising new technologies utilizing hydrogen for energy generation. While
desalinization water costs for agriculture would be prohibitive, they are not unreasonable for urban
use. Thus, fisheries, agriculture and the environment could continue relying on water supplied by
rainfall (rims, reservoirs, etc.) and plan around the vagaries of this natural water supply, while most
urban us, could be serviced in a dependable and reliable., albeit mor~ expensive, desalinization system.
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