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Water War needs leaders-;ﬁ ip

etweennow andJune ﬁlEter]l
seemg:obeﬂlecalmbeforeﬂle
storm®brewing over potential
ﬁohniommthestateswaterwam But it
will bé a deceptive calm. The period may
" pe the ‘most important in nearly five

-yeaxs of effort to
m'der to a cen-

fury of chaotic state [gita watenvavs

' waterallocanon.

" Involvement in the

- The negotiations can

* agricultural, urban

have been glimmem»
_Qf rejuvenation in -
political leaders
yesurning their involve-

process, the public
must demand more.

succeed only with
the highest level of
comumitment.

- The Calfed process
involves studies and
negotiations by more
than 20 state and
federal agencies, and-

and environmental
groups to determine

how to allocate ‘-

water among com-
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peting and sometimes hostile users...... - -~
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~ final plan.
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» Urban water districts must™ have-

_ higher levels of water quality and quanti- |
ty over the long term as urban popula- |
tions expand. The salts that dissolve in-
water as it flushes the Delta for environ- -
mental purposes make treatment to

: "‘.'¢

- 'potable standards’
difficult and some-
times impossible. .

° Environmental‘

. groups want more

wwter for ﬁsh and

if they rmght help
“increase the supply

users need.
Between now and
June possible solu-
tions to meet these
competing needs will
be analyzed and a

recommendation
made,

water users engage
the Legislature,

Congress, and feder-

over budgets needed

to implement whatever emerges as the
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of water that other -
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. The economic gnd political stakes in

the CalFed Qegonaﬂons are extremely
'-h!gh— —water being the single most criti-
' 'anl ingredient in human, animal and:
- plant, lifé;; as ‘well ‘s ecoriomic dnd -
industnal development.

. The organization has just concluded
a series of hearings throughout the

gregardmg the environmental con-

ences. The report outlines several .

possible courses of action. They range
from relatively minor levee improve-
ments in the Sacramento-San’Joaquin
Delta to a variation of the old
Peripheral Canal proposal to help

increase ‘the supply and quality “of
water.

. The proposals attempt to meet the
competing and sometimes conﬂxctmg
needs of three major water users:

* Agriculture needs more rehéble‘

water deliveries at a predictable cost
and in greater volume. More dams and

reservoirs may be required.

" peeds (eemé«sér‘/d

'I*tmtiswheretopleadmsmustassert
Water users have defined

mmrneedsandnxademe‘irc“is“é‘-?‘"

CalFed began at the behest of former
Gov Pete Wilson,.U.S. Sen. Dmnne' -
Feinstein and Secretary of the Interior‘ }

Bruce Babbitt.

Gov. Gray Davis. has: not been as
engagedmmepmoessashispredeees---

sor. Feinstein, who has been ‘largely

gilent recently, has promised to work
more closely with Davis as CalFed, A
enters this critical phase. She also will |
be unportantmresurrechngBabbztt’sw

earlier level of involvement in the
process. He has been hip-deep-in a dis-
pute involving Colorado River water
allocations and an independent counsel

investigation, both of which are nearing
conclusion.

Only the combination of their political

" skills and the powers of their offices can

keep the process from unraveling if a

- viable option emerges.
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