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GOVERNOR DAVIS, INTERIOR SECRETARY BABBITT
CALL FOR ACTION ON KEY WATER ISSUES

SACRAMENTO - Governor Gray Davis and S~retary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt met today to
discuss two k~y elements of CadiFornis’s waresfuture: th~ Color~lo River Agroem~r~ and the
C.ALF~D Bay-Delta Program. Davis and Babbitt pledged their personal commitment to move
forward on these issues.

Colorado River Agreement

Governor Davis and Secretary Btbbitt reiterated their strong support for ~e framework agreed to in
. the Colorado River negotiations, re.bed last week among majnr ~#hexn C~l|fomim water dis-wlct~.

Davisand Babbitt directed negotiators for the state and federal agencies to resolve the remaining
issues in order to ~a|~y~ ii detailed accord facilitating transfers ot~ caynservccl Colorado Riv~ water’.

"The Colorado River Agrrzmcnt is erltical to Cali£ur~da’:~ uv~l water strategy. This ltgt~ernent Is a
vital step toward enabling California to provide a .solid foundation for the CALFED program," said
Governvz Davis. Davis’ Direu~r of Stale Water Kesouzces, Tom Hannigan, is leading negotiations
on behalf of California.

"Negotiators must develop a worki~.g arrangement for water ~-ansfers to make the mo~t efficient,
versatile uses of Colorado River water," said Secretary Babbitt, whose Deputy Secretory, David
Hayes, is as.gi~.ing in the negotiations process. "In th, ir on&oing dlaou~ions to dvv©!op detailrxl
agreement language, they are building on a Frmnewo~’k agreement reached earlier this month."

CALFED Bay-Delta Progra~

Go~’ernor Davis and Secretary Babb!tt pledged to accelerate progress on the CALFED Bay-Delta
Program, and move forward on key elements.. Davis and Babbitt dir~md CALFED agencies to work
wlth stakeholders to a~hiev¢ a series oflxfilestones to ~s.~rre completion of the CALFED Final Plan
by next spring.
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"CALFED offers the best hope in decades to move beyond California’s historic water wars and
resolve " " viSSUeS thruuSh t:ull~bofatlon, ~ontinucd OH is. "B~t $ucce.~s will r~luiX~ t new.
unprecedented level of effort by participants and stakeholders. The legacy era lasting water peace is
worth the hard work it ta~s to get there."

"CALFE2D is critical .iy important to the Clinton Administration and all Calitbmian$," mid Babbitt. ’°l
am e.ommi~d to doin~ whatever it takes to meet CALFED’s schedule to develop long-term solutions
to Delta water and ecosystem challeng, s."

The governor and secretary ~r, ssed the importm, ce of CALFED developing innovative approaches
to ¯meet the chaIMngcu of" r~o~iag the health of the c.atuary whil© providing move reliable tuppli*~ oi~

clean water for cities, farms, and fish. The** include:

An Environmental Water Account (EWA), which will provide more flexible v, atet project
operatlo~ to re, ore fisheries trod meet comped.ng demand~ for wat~ from the Delta.

An l[nmgrated Storage Investigation (ISI), which will evrduate the role of surface and
groundwater ~tvr~g, in providing more rcllabl. *upplio~.

~e~;), directed CALFED and agency staff to dev¢lop a framework for the EW& and the ISI by
of the year.

The Secrettry and Cmvernor also discus,~d progress on key elements of the CALFED program
including ecosystem restoration, water use efficiency, water marketing and trantfera, drinking water
quality, wat©rshed and floodplain marmgement, and South Delta water management itnprovements.

They also dts~uss¢~ the imp~¢ era ~oordinatcd aFproach to managing flOWS for fittht.ri¢~ under
the federal Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA). Interior will continue to consult with
state ~gencies in cml’dng the final decision on implementing the CVPIA ~(b)(2)" pfovidon calling
for the d~dication orS00,000 aor, feet of water for f’~ht~’y purpo,es. They agre~ that regardlos, of
the outcome of ongoing litigation, state and federal agencies will work through CALFED to assure
that the iml~ct.~ of Interior’s decision are comidered in developing CALFED’s final plan.

Finally, they sgroed that a omfinu~d strong commitment to state and federal funding is vital to th~
succeSS of the CALFED Progtmn. They agreed that the federal Bay-Delta Environmental
Enhancement ar~.d Watzr S~urity Act of 1996 ~hould b~ rcauthorized, and thtt sufficient f~deral trod
state funds must be made available for all CALFED Program elements to assure balanced
implementation. The governor added that he will urge the state Legislatur~ t~ ~ta~t ~t ¢�~r~r bond
inca.rare to provide continued state funding for th~ Program.

The CAI..FF.D Bay-Delta Proilram is ¯ cooperative effort among state and federal ~gencie$,
stakeholders, and the public. The CALFED Bay-D~lta Program’s mission is to develop a long-term
¢omp~henffilv, plan that will re~tote ~�oiogical health and improve water management in the Bay-
Delta system. The Progra~ issued a draft plan in ~un¢, and public he~ing~ on the plan are being
held throughout the S~.~ in #mgust yard September. The tinct CALFED plan is ~hcduled ~o b~
completed in the Spring of 2000.
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