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CALFED M ulti-species

Conservation Strategy

Executive Summary

1: Introduction
The CALFED Program was established to
solving problems in ecosystem quality, wate

The purpose for the MSCS is to 1dent1fy the habitats and species that could be affected
by CALFED actions, analyze how the CALFED Program actions will affect them,
gﬁfdenufy CALFED’s conservation goals for the affected habitats and species, propose
conservation measures to achieve those goals, and describe adaptive management for
responding to new information. Although this MSCS provides a process for complying
with the laws covering protected species and their habitats, it does so programmatically.
Additional, site-specific details are required for legél compliance when implementing
specific CALFED Program actions or groups of actions.
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2: Species and Natural Communities Addressed in the MSCS

The ERP and this MSCS provide for the conservation of natural communities and the
species that depend on them. The MSCS serves as the NCCP for 20 natural
communities, encompassing 18 habitat types and 2 ecolog%%ﬂy based ﬁsh groups. The
18 habltat types are broad habltat categones developed us ng sci tlﬁcally accepted

valley/foothill riparian, montane riparian.,;
scrub, valley/foothill woodland and forest,

.

cropland and seasonally flooded agncult;ir;l lendi' ‘

California tuL/e Plant Protection Act and those on California Native Plant Society
(CNPSﬁmts 1A, 1B, 2 or 3 that may be present in the MSCS focus area shown on
F1gure 1-1. Over 400 specml-status species were identified as known or with the
,poﬁﬂal to occur within the focus area. From that comprehensive list, a refined subset of
242 species was selected for evaluation in the MSCS, based on their overall status and
the potential CALFED impacts on them. Important factors were whether CALFED could
affect a substantial portion of the species’ range and CALFED having the stated goal of
maintaining the species or contributing to its recovery. Covered species are evaluated
species which will be adequately conserved by implementation of the MSCS and the
ERP.
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Many of the species that are not explicitly evaluated in the MSCS will nevertheless
benefit from the ERP actions and MSCS measures through the resulting enhancement of
their habitats.

3: Species and Habitat Goals

"nn

“recovery,” "contribute to recovery,” and "main am " T he R ec1es in the recovery

CALFED habitat goals developed for the ERP provi&e the basis for the MSCS goals,
which build on the ERP goals by looking at the needs of evaluated species. For hab1tats
the goals include acreage targets for habitat creation and enhancement. - -
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Goals and objectives both for species and habitats may be modified over time as portions
of the program are implemented and monitoring reveals changes in the conditions of

species populations and habitats. A formal adaptive management program will be used to
formulate the necessary changes. |

4: CALFED Program Actions
The purpose of the CALFED Program is
comprehensive plan that will restore ecol

solutions in each of these categories. Acgordingly;’
concurrently: problems in one resou.

In resolving these probl
conflicts in the syst_

.. CALFED Prog§1 will opf)

SR

:unforeseen deve ogments

Use Efficiency, Water Transfers, Watershed Programs, Storage Facilities (ground
and surface water) and Through-Delta Conveyance Actions. The first of these proposes a
fi —part program to improve and then maintain levee system integrity. The second,
yater quality, aims to reduce levels of salinity, turbidity, inorganic and organic
“contaminants in drinking and agricultural water supplies, and to raise dissolved oxygen
in flowing waters. The third, ecosystem restoration, seeks to improve and increase the
natural habitats, to sustain and enhance the environments of their natural and human
inhabitants. Particular attention will be given to the beneficial management of the
Bay-Delta floodplains, and to preserving threatened fish populations. The fourth, water

use efficiency, reflects mandates for reasonable and efficient use of water, including

4
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specific actions to promote conservation and water recycling. The fifth, water transfers,
will facilitate water transfers to ensure that water literally flows to its most valuable uses.
Mechanisms to protect against third-party impacts are incorporated, including those
affecting natural flows. The sixth, watershed programs, supports local watershed
enhancement programs which also benefit the Bay-Delta system. Like the CALFED
Program itself, these actions will emphasize adaptive manag”emen;éhb seventh, storage
well as expanded surface
F veyance actioni__h

facilities, will be highly selective and will use ground watg

nd Conservation Measures
The MSCS analyzes the potennal beneﬁts and adverse effects of implementing proposed
CALFED Program acnons and conservatlonﬁeasures on NCCP communities and

F=4
evaluated species within the MSCS focus a%; The approach to analyzing potential

ation m§a§ufes throughout the focus area.
- R

The MSCS rov1des a programmanc—level of analysis of potential beneficial and adverse
b oth direct and indirect, of proposed CALFED Program actions. Potential

of implementing proposed CALFED Program actions were determined by
_analyzing act1v1t1es that could cause a direct or indirect adverse effect on an NCCP
habitat or result in harm or mortality to individual species. The MSCS analyzes potential
CALFED Program effects on each NCCP habitat, but not for individual species. The
impact on individual species is inferred from the impacts to its habitat. The analysis
assumes that summary outcomes on NCCP habitats represent the range of effects, both
beneficial and adverse, on habitat quality and habitat quantity on the species associated
with each NCCP habitat.’

effects
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Several extensive tables in this chapter present the impact analysis; one presents a
summary of the ERP habitat enhancement and restoration targets by CALFED region.
Another table summarizes the effects on NCCP communities from 1mp1ementat10n of the
CALFED Program and conservation measures proposed in the MSC ""“‘Implementanon
of proposed CALFED Program actions would result in ¢ existing natural

(non-agricultural) habitat types to other natural abitat typ loss of natural

compensate for dire irect t and mdn:ect impacts o1 ogﬁgevaluated species; and 2) measures

A
required in addmon to propose 'ERP actlons to achieve species recovery prescriptions
o =

applica"tlon xiéting efforts include Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) approved or
under §velopment other conservation agreements; numerous biological opinions
(pro srammatic and specific) addressing diverse actions within the area; and more than
20'_Federa1 Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) hydropower relicensing projects. In
s-addition, the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA) of 1992 provides for a
broad range of habitat enhancement and species protection, much of it within the MSCS
focus area. A further effort has been proceeding under SB 1086 to develop a
management plan for the Sacramento River system, some of it already funded through
CALFED. The CALFED Program must be consistent with all these existing efforts, and

will endeavor, through its actions, to enhance their benefits to wildlife. CALFED may
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also impact other HCPs covering outside the MSCS focus area, through the effects of
CALFED water deliveries or other actions. CALFED may have to make conservation
efforts relating to these wider impacts.

7: ESA, CESA, and NCCP Compliance for CALFED Progra vm Actions

CALFED will comply with BSA for adoption of the CALEED Progfam through a

programmatic Section 7 consultation with the USFWS and NMFS The MSCS will serve
as the biological assessment of the CALFED Program in's
Section 7 consultation. The USFWS and NMFES will us
information and analysis to prepare prog |
also be submitted to CDFG for approval
biological opinioné and CDFG’s NCCPA
the CALFED Record of Decision (ROD). |

the programmatic_

streamlined, action-specific
programmatic consultations

and action-specific information has been included in the MSCS and the programmatic
const ltations, a still less streamlined consultation will be offered (a Type 3 action). In
‘T'ype 3 actions, information is lacking on the action itself or biological data on covered
X Sgpecies is inadequate. When the required information has been furnished, take
authorization will be provided to the implementing entity.

8: Monitoring
Monitoring for the CALFED Program serves not only to facilitate compliance and gauge
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the effectiveness of CALFED actions, but also informs choices under adaptive
management. Monitoring needs for the CALFED Program are being developed through
CMAREP. Specific momtonng needs of the MSCS include: (1) momtonng success in
attaining CALFED’s species and habitats goals, and (2) monitoring cg,mphance with
those measures required in the MSCS for ESA/CESA co zi?fc'l specified in any
subsequent Section 7 consultation, Section 10 "'(1)(B) p ; CP, and/or Section
2081 authorization. = 4

monitoring’
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Adaptlve Management
y Adaptive management is a key component of the CALFED Program. Data from
monitoring programs will allow CALFED to determine whether its implementation of
the MSCS for NCCP communities and evaluated species is meeting the CALFED
Program goals. CALFED will then have an opportunity to adapt its management
prescriptions as needed. Adaptive management for CALFED will include assessing
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management prescriptions embedded in the CALFED Program, implementing revised
management strategies as needed and conducting additional research. Thus, while
CALFED Program goals for NCCP communities and evaluated species are expected to
remain unchanged, the means used to achieve them can be revised based on the

experience gained.

The MSCS will require periodic modification in respons
Modifications will reflect changes in project scope, effects of

and actual take.
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