Nov-12-98 07:56 - ' P.o2

November 12, 1998

&
To: Lestar Snow Fax {318} 9780
Fraom: Alax Hildebrand Fax (2G2) 825-618C

Phone }2C8) 823-4166

At cur meeting with Secretary Babbitt we discussed the wording of aay
continuing reference to the isolated cana!l versus replacing such reference with
assurance that substantial prograss will be pursued toward fishery and water
quality goals by whatever means prove to be necessary. | offer the following
compromise suggestions.

1) Replace the paragraph in the middle of page €4 of the November Phase li
Report as follows: The initial through-Delta conveyaice design will be continually
manitored, analyzed, and improved to optimize the potential of the through-Delta
approach for meeting CALFED goals. If a diligently optimized through-Delta
conveyance method still fails to meet the goals, there will be a reassessment of the
cause and degree of failure and whether it is because of conveyance flows or
because of exotic species, or other cause. There would then also be a
determination of whether the failure can be overcomea with reasonable confidence
by a more drastic alteration of the method of Deita conveyance including, but not
limited to an isclated canal. '

2) if the numbered items on page 65 are lelt in the document they should be

" modified, Hem 1 should provide for lirniting the proportion of the exported water
that may be taken through the canal at any time, and a viable method of assuring
compliance. Item 3 should provide for "aveiding” not just "addrassing” the
seepage and flood impacts. An item 9 should be added to state that “There must
be a determination that deficiencies in meeting CALFED goals are attributabls to
the inadequacy of the optimized through-Belta conveyance system, and that an
isolated canal is the best and only reasonable measure te correct the deficiency
with reasconable assurance of success and without redirected impacts”.

3} It should be clear that the drinking water quality goals should not be based
on a bromide, or other constituent concentraticn at the export pumps. They
should be based on delivery to the water treating plants of water that is treatable
at costs that are justified by avoiding the cost and redirected impacts and jeopardy
to the Delita that are associated with an isolated canal.

4) The quality of water delivered at the treating plants may be improved by
various means such as exchanges with non-potable water users; for example, by
delivering Friant water or other high quality water for urban use and replacing it
with exported water. Howaever, if this is done thara should be a vailey drain to
avoid an increase in the salt imbalanca in the vallay.
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