
,Pr ID" "~ Dorothy Green

Welcome t~ the first is~u~ o{"the wa{er= . @orking on. Our first restoration, a small wet- ings which are open tQ anyone who might
shedCounci!’s newslet{er. This o0U~¢it ’ ’ . landir~ ~rd Parl~ i4’ east L~s Angeles, wish to attend where issues of general
was formed to, foster better: communication . , Most importantly, we have unanimously concern are aired. They are held on the

between and. among government agencies                                        . , adopted. , .... a vision, of. what the-.: ....... watershed       third.,Wednesday.. ,-., ....... . of ..... the month at. C0unt~
ana between . .i . .... . ’ igovernment and the commu- ’ �o~l~t and &h~uld leek iike in tiiirty y"ears. Public Works in Alhamla~a from 9a.m. to
nity in the watershed.inorder to integ~at~ ..... This n~;)v~lette~ is’designed to help about noen:-The minutes.are mailed At no
planning for restoring and enhancing_, the      faci....itate better . communicat.., on-to keep cost to everyone ~ho_ wishes..td beon,our,
watershed. .... ’ " ’ . ..... i_ ’ .e~ery0ne ~ho~ might be in;~erested in the mailing [i~t,~s !s our.newsletter,. ,,We a~e

SinceeQf"in~orpo~ati6h. as acatiforn ~ : f~}~-~~t’. {fi&V;~&t~rshed [r~fsr~ed about anxiot~s-[~~ildour mailing !ist to include
non-profit 501 [c]3 .Corporation almost two . major activitiesin the watershed, to profile everyone WhO is interested in wb.at we do.
years agp, w.e have successfu!ly adopted a . the important agencies andcommunity We Would be g[atefu if you.would
mission statement (p.2)~ developed an out- groups in the watershed, and to make the share this.newsletter with others, and
line for an integrated watershed manage, data bases and other information we have. encourage lJeople to join with us in pre-
ment plan, provided a forum to air problems developedavailable to all. (see back cover) serving efihancinga.nd restodag the many:
and search for some solutions, and are we hold monthly Stakeholders meet- beneficial, bses of Ot]r watersl]~d. ~- .
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comprehensive, multi-purpose, stakeholder

process to preserve, restore, and

~any beneficial uses, economic, social, environ-

gical, of the Los Angeles and San Gabriel

~-~,~, <=’. -~Rivers watersheds eGo-system through education, research,

~=~i~:and mediation.

C.R~

Los ~ge!~ ~un~ De~ment ~fPublic W0~

~ ~ " ~ ~f Roaem~d " . . We, the Los Angeles & San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council, have

~;~: .:-~ -:~oe N~lato~’ ~ ..... ~: unanimously adopted a ~sion of what the watershed should look like ~n
~!:.... .-~n~Nt~. #’~N~t~, ~, ..... 30 years. Our Vision includes a much more coordinated and compre-

S~ Moni~ Mount~s ~nsew~cy
hensive approach to managing all of our resources that ~n provide

¯ multiple benefits to all of us who live and work within the Watershed.
’ - " ~ " . (see "Conference" sto~ at right.)

~,~" ’. ,"President, TreePeople The benefits of implementing the ~sion can be enormous. They
~ " : - " include increased economic health, cleaner air, cleaner water, less

: ~eacen} Bay ~., Develo~r crime, less pove~y, greater access to recreational oppo~unities, and
..... ~-~ ’ increased natural wildlife habitat. In sho~, a better quality of life.

" .$hlron 6teen, Aft. " " The only way we can achieve the Vision, is to develop a con-
.~{:-:~ - Coun~ 8~itation Di~ricts . ............ . sensus in the broad community that the Vision is wo~h working and
:~: :: ~k ~ia~no " ...... " " fighting for. For only when most people agree that it is impotent to

;~,:~- ~ ~eo~Ne Director, 8GAG our future to implement the Vision, can the ~sion become a reality.
:’:~: " : : " ’ " ~:~ ’ The Watershed Council has sta~ed the process of building a con-

sensus by working together with a wide variety of people to devel-
op the Vision. It was adopted first by our board, and then by all of
the Stakeholders after extensive debate at many meetings. Each
time the language was refined to look beyond the rivers, to the

-- .~l~tOpNe~ ~tl broader watershed. The Vision was adopted unanimously.
. CNi~miai~astN ~nsewancy Now it is time to reach out to the community -- to build a much
l~it~ P~ja~lllo stronger and broader consensus that is so powedut, so pewasive,
U. 8. EPA

.,7~ -.~ "~l~e NoNer~ ........ " "
that our elected officials can only agree with us and then get out in

front to implement the needed changes in public policy. We need
: ..                . , ... , " an army of people who are convinced that this Vision is wo~h work-

~:.:~:~:[~- G,’, .ob.,,ch " . . .. ing and fighting for to go out into the community and solicit
-L U.’8. Ra~ ~d Nldlife

. ’ -., - . . endorsements -- from community leaders ~nd community groups
....~- Tern La~onae and our elected officials. And we need to be able to hire a staff
" -~:-.;: :. ~ 0f Mayor ~d RioN~

;:~}ON~ Slez~k
person to coordinate the campaign.

-~’~::" ,. " ~a ~adO, ~}t. This is the most exciting coalescing of ideas to ever hit our city

.. ~,’;_ ’.. R~io~ Water ~N~ ~ntrot Bo~d and region. We are sure that you will want to become a pa~ of this

~ ~’~:"::, ." ~d~ Smi~, Air. campaign, to help make the ~sion a reality. Call or write the office to

¯ .:. Me#o~l~n Wa~r Dist~ot volunteer your time and effo~. Checks in the mail wilt be sincerely
-~ ~~.~i~o~ ’ ’ appreciated as well. Eve~one who lives in our watershed will thank
~4<. Nodh ~t T~ you. The Watershed Council js uon-profit and t~ deductible.
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v~mme.s~a~ a~{1 ~M~strial year storm. Effo~ ~re being made

to downtown along the river. The stu-

dios, and there are seven or eight of

them that front the river, are con-"From Drain TO Dream, oerned about their privacy and seou-

THe t:..! C 0F 0ur waTersEeu" rity, A number ofve~ creative ways

of dealing with all of these problems
O011FeFe[IC,~ ’e         and presented,       in an integrated way were designed

TreePeople is working to demon-
strate how water and energy can be

saved on differing land uses by

On Saturday, April 18, we introduced and at the beach; and creating truly planting trees, using cisterns, return-

our vision of what we would like the livable communities around the revi- ing all green waste to the site, and a

watershed to look like circa 2025 at talized rivers. The full statement is number of other creative ideas that

our annual Watershed Conference. tt available from the offiEe, make both environmental and

was described in detail by Aahur Four extra-ordinaa effo~ at nomic sense. They developed

Golding, its principal author and Vice providing design ideas to solve a designs for a single family home,

President of the Watershed Council. number of problems along the Los which ha just been retrofired, for

This vision seeks to integrate all of Angeles River were then presented, apa~ment building, for commercial

the issues and concerns of the The American SocieW of Landscape and industrial, and for Crenshaw

stakeholders into one comprehen- Architects (ASLA), at their annual High School as the publicly owned

siva planning process that recog- convention in Los Angeles about a example. This design would salvage

nizes how eye.thing is inter-related year and a half ago, produced a CD all of the water that falls on the High

to eve~hing else: issues, agencies, Rom full of ideas about how to School prope~ and from 25 acres

communities, And how we must all improve the aesthetics of the Los of surrounding communiN, and by

work together cooperatively to make Angeles River, how to treat the con- using the gray water from the school

the vision a reatiN, fluenoes of the river’s main tribu- showers, provide sufficient water to

The main ideas include manag- taries in special ways, and how the i~igate an increased amount of land-

ing the watershed for economic river might be expanded to continue scaping.

vitali~, environmental health and to provide additional flood control A final workshop sponsored by

sustainabiliN; using all of our water while also providing parkland, open FoLAR, the Sierra Club and URP,

resources efficiently; managing the space and the stimulus needed for developed plans for the river as it

forest for water supply and qualiN; redevelopment, flows through downtown. The plan-

celebrating our rivers with green- ASLA then teamed up with ning process addressed the Taylor

way/bikeways, habitat, recreation Friends of the Los Angeles River Railroad Yard, across the river from

Elysian Park, which is being paaiallyare~, and interpretive signs; restor- (FOUR) to look specifically at the

ing habitat for fish, birds and wildlife; Studio Reach of the river, from abandoned ~ a marshalling and

redeveloping urban zones with Studio Ci~ to where the river turns repair rail yard; the old Cornfields rail

offices, shops and cafes; improving the corner around Griffith Park in the ya~ just noah of Chinatown; the

water quali~ to suppo~ boating, .San Fernando Valley. Both Studio east side of the L A River across

fishing and swimming in the rivers Ci~ and the confluence with the .:~ continued on page 7
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~ ~,~. ~ ~ , .[~) , i, _~ ..... restore Hazard Park for 40 years and for
3FII) THe whom the wetland is being named.

ALeX Mail WeTLaI1D The California Coastal
Conservancy whose grant made the
study possible

~ Psomas, who has done a great job of

With the generous support of a grant from the analyzis.

California Coastal Conservancy, the Watershed Council ~ The UOLA Landscape

has been able to hire a consultant to study the water Architecture class of Professor

and the plant and animal life of a natural wetland in the Richard Mayer who spent the winter

middle of Hazard Park next to County USC Medical quarter building a model of the Park and

Center in east Los An’geles. Psomas, the consultant, surrounding neighborhood and developing

has found it to be an excellent candidate for restoration some conceptual ideas for restoring the

with natural springs providing a dependable water sup- park.

ply. They have presented us with a conceptual plan for ~ Councilmen Richard Alatorre

what could be done. and his staff for their support, espe-

An old unused railroad spur bisects the park, cially Lou Calanche, who gave generously

below grade thru the wetland area. The spur is now of her time to help us understand the

being abandoned and placed on the market for sale. neighborhood.

The tracks and roadbed would have to be removed, as ÷ Calvin Abe Associates who provid-

would many of the non-native plants that now grow in ed us with maps of the region.

the wetland area. ~ All of the neighboring organize-

We would like to buy or acquire the entire rail spur tions including Dennis Pilien of the Bravo

;. because it could provide the base for a bikeway or Medical Magnet High School next door

trailway that could connect Hazard Park to Lincoln who are meeting regularly to help each

Park, to a number of local schools, to the Ascot Hills other, and to help us reach out to develop

(also being considered as a site for community activi- a better planning process for the park and

ty), perhaps connecting with Dabs Regional Park and bikeway by involving the neighborhood.

the Arroyo Seco. ~ And Joel McLaff-terty, Watershed

Special thanNs must be given to a whole host of Council board member, who as a volunteer

people who have worked long and hard to develop this has taken on the incredibly time consuming

project: task of coordinating all of this activity.
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¯ ’. ¯ ._ ~ii : ~ .... .~    Despite the three major aqueducts
.... ~ ~ ....that bring water to Southern

California from hundreds of miles

..... :~ ?=-~ : ’ - away, the water from our mountains¯

.... " : ....... ...... still provides about 35o/0 of the

/

Profile" Forest Service

.. THe ,. oF our
:DFI  nG WaTeF S PPLY

. The top of the Los Angeles rise abruptly and almost vertically above the allu-

basin’s watershed is occupied vial plains and can be seen over great distances,
by our own Angeles National especially on a clear day.

Forest. It is one of 156 national Droughts, wild fires and floods have always

’ forests set aside by Presidential been a way of life for those who live in our valleys.
proclamation, the first in With development, these natural disasters have

California, eighth in the nation. It taken increasing tolls. It was the wildfire and flood

was established in 1892. The events of 1860, 1870 and 1880 that galvanized

I . Angeles is unique because it is people into petitioning the Federal Government to

the most intensively used and do something with the public lands that were too
li~ most urbanized of elt the steep to homestead. These lands were set aside

Nationa! Forests in the Forest to secure and protect the water supply that feeds
System. It is also contains the the aquifers under the San Gabriel and Los

" steepest and most rugged tar- Angeles basins.

rain found anywhere in the Up until 1913, local water from the San Gabriel

: world. Mountains was the only source of water for the

Consisting of 690,000 acres, .Los Angeles basin. Despite the three major aque-

the Angeles covers one quarter ducts that bring water to Southern California from

. of the land area of Los Angeles hundreds of miles away, the water from our moun-
i .... : :: County. It ranges from 800 feet tains still provides about 35°/0 of the local supply.

. above sea level-in the San The San Gabriel River furnishes 90% of the water
¯ Gabriel Canyon to 10,064 feet for communities in the eastern portion of the

above sea level on Mount San county. Pasadena gets 52% of its water from local

. Antonio Peak, better known as sources. However, most of the water in the Los
’ Mount Baldy. The mountains Angeles River watershed goes directly to the

E 018822
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ocean via the flood control channels. The forest, e national trea-
Besides drinking water, the San Gabriel moun- sure, is the scenic backdrop

teins, which make up.the Angeles National Forest, and e~ended beckyard for
provide us with a great.view, snow for five ski some 12 million or morevalley
areas on :the forest, end running streams for us to residents. Besides providing us
hike 0r .picnic near. It is the most heavily used with life giving water, the Angeles
area of public land in the count~ w~th over 33 mil- also provides balance to the
lion visitors each year. It exceeds the use of lives ofmillions of residen~ who
Yellowstone, Yosemite and Sequoia Kings Canyon rely "heavily on those mounta n
National Perks combined. And it is home to many watersheds for mental and
wildlife species, including numerous threatened physical escape from the daily
and endangered plants and animals. The forest ’ pressures of urban living. It is
provides habitat for many fish spec es, amphib- place of silence, peaceand soti-
ians, a large varie~ 0f: birds, deer, bears, coyotes, rude in a beautiful, majestic wild-
bobcats wolverines, mountain lions, bighorn land se~ing that belongs to all of
sheep, fQx, ~re ringteiled cats., raccoon, squirrels us end is j~t an hour from the
and many more. It employs approximately 500 center of downtown Los
people at the.height of the summer season. Angeles.

As our population grows and imposed water
supplies are restricted, we must utilize our own Mike Rogers
Water resources more efficiently, Although Fore~ Supewisor
Southern California will never be totally self suffi- Angeles National Forest
cient,except perhaps in the El Nino years like we
just experienced, we ~en do much more to Cap-
ture w~ter that now g~es directly to the see, end

use it to recharge our ground water.
We can also significantty red’uce the adverse

impacts .to our watersheds and to air .quali~
caused by high intensi~. wildfires by making even            :
greater use 0f prescribed fires. Planned use of fire

will result in far less.soil loss, sedimentation and
flooding while increasing flows of quali~ water to
our spreading grounds for groundwater recharge.
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1997 1998
¯ U. S. ~PA ~ran~ ~o develop and publish two

data bases: a list of communi~ ~roups ia
the watershed, and a list of projects ~nclud-

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ ~ in9 who is doin9 them, fundin9 sources
{E~m:-Ne:.~iit.iO~,,a~a;,a~d{h~: " including pa~nership oppo~unities, and prioritizing projects for funding under Prop A

:̄-:!’~l:g~S:f&~tb~~i~dW~a~’~t~:[ ,. publishing our first newsletter, and Prop 204, and ranked some of the pro-
"~h~S~ ~ ’~’~’~ ~&y~"a~n~ ’.~ , California Coastal Consewancy grant to posed projects.
~e .A~&,.S; &no ~i~~ . study the hydrology, and biology of the wet- ¯ Gained access to Coun~ Public Works land

~;,~::ti’~:~&~t~h~ ~6i~ ~f~e~a~ . lands in Hazard Park, east Los Angeles, and for the Breeding Bird Atlas folks.
~teEm ~ha6nels : develop conceptual restoration plans. ¯ Continued to work with County Public

~ag. Works and ~he Army Corps of ~n~ineers on
~ "~ ’ ’ 6evelopin~ ~he scope of work o~ a ~hree

~n’ti~dd.i~::"he~ d;V&[;~ ~ .....: Organizational year watershed feasibility study.¯ -... .... .:: >.:.~’ . ~ i: ::::’:.:.}". ¯ ~,
plan.,~o spread the wo~d. ~o. expand accomplishments=

G~ve~s~..~:~fi~:’~ oN~&)i .... ¯ Adopted our first five year strategic plan. Held workshops to air a
OurVi~iS~ ’~’8 ....... ~e. ¯ Adopted a vision of what the watershed number of contentious issues

b ........ ’: "’ . should look like in 2025. Printed a fine in an effo~ to resolve them=
brochure containing the text of the Vision to * Hired a mediator to intewiew pa~icipants in

~. be ’sold’ throughout the watershed, the LACDA Alternatives Task Force in an
........ -, _.., , e Held a conference, From Drain to Dream: effo~ to help build trust and a be~er work-

:~’ sO0e~~~~: ’: ’ the Greening of Our Watershed April 18, ing relationship between the ~CDA cities
Long., .,,.~Beech,.,, -’::...Ci~ -~. 1998 where four chare~es were presented the environmental community and the

and and discussed in relationship to our Vision Watershed Council.
~ c0un&~Iman Mike of the future of the Watershed. Action plans * Held discussions between the local commu-

was a truly ~ns~iring,end ’ were developed to promote this Vision. nity, elected officials, their representatives
...... .... . :,, : , . : ~ Adopted procedures for endorsing or sup- and a number of agencies about the Army

,~:~)~:?:;~;,~,’.,:~ ~o~{~ iike (~.iK~it~ 2ou td~
po~ing others’ effo~s. They must be in Corps fences at the ends of streets which

,,~- .~, -:~:, ~- ..~, .~ .- ,~ - . ~~e ..... keeping with our goals and objectives and dead end onto the river in Atwater. The
g;::;~:’.:>::W~rd{about what is possibfe,.and :" not be so contentious as to threaten our fences create a barrier between the local

~eEsdad:eoth:e}£: {S ad6pt’::t~iS:, " . viabiti~, residents and the river which is used by
~:;~]:~:7: ~5{{i#~S~,~b~i:,’M’GI~ ::c~PieS’~f , Adopted a working definition of ’consensus: gang members.~;.}~::Tt~]~ib~:~t~t~e~{~:~i~:’ ~, A~er all sides of an issue are thoroughly - Held workshops to explore with multiple

~0~~~’ ~ ~}~e~ ’ aired and debated, majority rules, agencies the problems of arundo donax
.av~{IAb{6 fr~.t~e S~e~"~::. : ’ ¯ Pa~nered with Cal State LA who produced (Giant Reed) eradication. U. S. Forest

for us a CD Rom of digitized maps in fulfill- Sewice, the Nature Conse~ancg, Army
men~ o~ ~heir NASA ~rant to use GIS tec~- Cor~s and o~hers.
aolo~g to help commun~ ~rou~s. ¯ O~her workshops covered a number of

.... " ,~2~" >;:::.::::~ :. :::::::::::::::::::::: :~::,: water quality issues, El Ni~o and what was
done in preparation, the CafFED process to

~: :(::.. :.,:).:~.~:/::: :::~::~:::~:~ Provided help to agencies
restore the San Francisco Bay Delta and

and groups involved in the secure our water supply. Hazard Park, the
:: ~ - " " Council: Los Cerritos wetlands., and the gravel pits in

¯ {,:~:~ :..~:~:~. ¯ Developed politically defensible criteria for the city of I~indate. ~:.
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i. TI~e LOS ANGeLeS & SaN GaBRIeL PriVetS ~aTerSHeD COLlrI¢IL
:: 801 Holmby Avenue Los Angeles, CA 80024

Month!y Stakeholder .meet- Data .Bases: Internal Documents:
ings on..,the third Wednesday of the~,; ,.. . ¯ ~,, ~ta b~e of commun,~;*,, groups i~ the ¯ ~ur ~sion of the Watershed cir~ 2025,}~:~.. .month h~!d :at ~un~ PubticWorks, go0 w~emhed. ~ere are now over go0 ~oups adopted unanimously

~) S~uth Freer, Athambr~ or communRy leaders in our data base,
..~:: ’ Evewdn~’ is we!come~ buly ! 5, which we are constantly updating and ¯ Outline of an integrated watershed plan

~:~ ’ Augu~~!~9; ~d’ September 16. enNging with your help. . Our Five Year Strategic Pl~

Q .            " ...... - = A data base of projects in the watershed. = =From Drain to Dream: the.Greening of our

:~:"- " ’ " " ~0 is doing what, with what re~urces, Watershed" April 18, 1998
~" ’ ~r burs of the T~People

- . and who needs help or pawners. Plea~ Conference proceedings.
;~.~: home that has been ~troS~ to
’~’ .... w~er ~d’ ener~ ~-descri~ in~e oon-

help us keep this updated.

~’. f~ce:.~Ve;.~l TreePeo~ ¯ An annotated list of ~ov~nment agencies

:~,.:~i: ’8 ~ 8-N3~4600. active in the watershed, with their

i~. . m~or responsibilities

’. ~r tours of a ~a~ m~om- ¯ An annotated bibliography, not complete,
~ ~:~ ~on p~je~ th~ U~ new ~tech- of studies and papers of interest.

....;;. ~tl ~thl~n BUtted of the
~:)" ~nsewati~ Dis~ict of the S~ta Monica
~:,. Mountains 310~45-1030, T~e LOS MNGeLes & SaN OaB~eL
:’ wa ers e  c0unc 5

(310) 270-4151 fax: ~310) 270-4152

Printed ~ t00~,~ recy~le~ p~per
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