
PRINCIPLES OF CALFED WATERSHED ACTIVITIES (DRAFT)

CALFED recognizes the importance of watershed stewardship as a component of the Bay-Delta
solution, and wants to support watershed activities that are community-based, with active local
leadership and the participation of diverse interests. Early implementation funds (Category HI)
are made available to support the development and implementation of local watershed
management plans and projects for key tributaries of the Central Valley and Bay-Delta watershed.
Long-term implementation funds will become available when the CALFED Bay-Delta Program
EIS/R is certified. Long-term implementation is projected over the next 30 years.

CALFED seeks to support regional and local watershed activities that are consistent with the
goals and principles of the CALFED Watershed Managment Program. In order to bring a wide
array of watershed plans and projects into an integrated program, watershed activities should
strive to conform with the following themes:

1. Be community-based, including local leadership, the participation of diverse interests, and
fostering collaboration among multiple interests;

2. Contribute to ongoing local watershed management, resource stewardship, and
restoration;

3. Address multiple ecosystem issues, such as habitat enhancement, rangeland management,
agricultural practices, urban development, and surface and groundwater quality;

4. Possess the ability to "leverage" other funding sources and institutional mechanisms to
provide for ongoing implementation;

5. Be consistent with related resource protection activities;

6. Measure success and be consistent with the CALFED Comprehensive Monitoring Plan,
including fostering volunteer monitoringi and

7. Be consistent with CALFED goals and objectives, and foster community involvement in
CALFED planning and implementation.

The fundamental mission of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program is to "... develop a long-
term comprehensive plan that will restore ecological health and improve water
management for beneficial uses of the Bay-Delta system." The specific objectives of this
program currently include the following four primary considerations:

¯ To provide good water quality for all beneficial uses;

¯ To improve and increase aquatic and terrestrial habitats and improve
environmental functions in the Bay-Delta to support sustainable populations of
diverse and valuable plant and animal species;
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¯ To reduce the mismatch between Bay-Delta water supplies and current and
projected beneficial uses dependent on the Bay-Delta system; and

¯ To reduce the risk to land use and associated economic activities, water supply,
infrastructure, and the ecosystem from catastrophic breaching of Delta levees.

8. General principles of good watershed management include the following:

¯ Activities should be consistent with watershed level assessment, analysis and
evaluation; activities include protection of existing healthy conditions;

¯ Activities should assure the preservation of existing healthy conditions by
removing known threats and protecting from future threats;

¯ Activities should include eliminating continuing causes of watershed degradation;

¯ Activities should be prioritized within each watershed for effectiveness on the basis
of maximum ecological benefit and on the benefits to sustainable local community
economics and/or revitalization;

¯ Watershed activities and stewardship decisions should be based on explicit
objectives and benchmarks from an approved watershed restoration plan;

¯ Activities that alter environments should give highest priority to project results that
use natural processes;

¯ Progress of activities should be effectively monitored, using explicit objectives and
benchmarks, in order to evaluate ongoing restoration and stewardship efforts;

¯ Watershed management plans and/or projects should not sacrifice one ecosystem
for another; and

¯ Activities should be accomplished consistent with existing applicable
environmental laws.
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