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EEADLINE: Mendota waber put on held;
‘Reagident says distribution plamning and lawsuit have put complaints on hold,

BYLINE: Mark Grosszsi, The Fresno Bes

BODY:
Mendota yeaident Ed Petry grew tired of waiting For loucal authorities to deal
with his town's foul tap water thiz sunmer and complained to the state.

State Water Resourres Control Board officials mallad Patry a letter last wesk
gaying het!ll have to walt for thsm, too.

The state isn't willing to make a move ou Msndota's water problem uatil the
bureauneratic and legal dust settles on a vast state water distribution plan and
a leng-running federal lawsuis,

Both issues cgould affewt Mendota's problem, state dosuments indicata, Bub it
way be years bhefore the state plan and the lawsuit are settled.

And Petry is Erustrated.

"They mailed me a letter, but they're not giving me 3 real response," said
Petry, 2 retired bulldinyg contractor and former City Council wember whe has a
consuming passicen for watey issues.

"We're being affected by all the farm pumping around hers and the lack of Zan
Joaguin River waler, The state is responsible for those impacts on us.®

Petry's oplnlon on farm grouncwater pumping has been diaputed, but no one
doubts that Mendota's water tastes bad in gummer. The water is not a health
hazard by slale gtandards, but it ig barely palatable.

Logal officials are well-acquainted with the issue. They are fighting the
city's bad-waterx reputation, especially since the gtate is considering Mendota
&3 a4 new prison site.

A new prigon would mean jobs and an expanded tax base in a farmworker ¢ity of
8,000 where up to 60 percent of the adults are comsidered "working poor.®

In the next several months, the ¢ity plaps to gpend & 500,000 to build a new
well, renabillitate two other wells and upgrade the city system, City Managey
Alan Bengyel said.
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HEADLINE: Mendota water put on held;
Reaident says distribution planning and lawsuit have put complaints on hold.

BYLINE: Mark Grogsi, The Fresno Bee

BODY:
Mendota resaident Ed Patyy graw tived of waiting for luual authorities to deal
with his town's foul tap water this summer and complained to the state.

State Water Resources chtrol Boaxd officials mazlad Petry a lettar last week .
saying hetll have to wait for them, too.

The sta&o igntt wallang to make a move wu Mendota's water pxohlem until the
buyeaucratic and legal dust settles on a vast state water distribution plan and
A long-running faderal lawsuit, . .

Both issuaes could affect Mendota's problem, state documents indicata, But it
may be years bhefore the gtate plan and the lawsuit are settled.

And Petry is Erustrated.

"They mailed me a letter, but they're not giving wme a real regponse,® gaid
Petxy, 2 retired building cuntractor and former City Council membey who has a
consuming passicn for water issues.

"He're being affected by all the farm pumping around here and the lack of San
Joaguin River walLer,. The state is responsible for those impacts on us.®

Petry's vplinion on farm groundwater pumping has been disputed, but no one
doubts that Mendota's water tastes had in gummer. The water is not a health
hazard by stale standarxds, but it is barely palatable.

Loucal officlals are well-acquainted with the issue. They ave fighting the
eity's bad-watex reputation, especially since the state is considering Mendota
as a new prison site.

A new prison would mean jobs and an expanded tax base in a farmworker <ity of
8,000 where up to 60 percent of the adults are considered "working poor.®

In the next several months, the c¢ity plans to spend $ 500,000 to build a new
well, rehabilitate two other wells and upgrade the eity system, City Manager
Alan Bengyel said.
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He said the city will alse complete a study of the zres's groundwater in the
next 60 days.

"Our water meets all the health standards right now, ! Bengyel said. "But we
expeat people to notice a change in the taste of the water naxt year, v

Petry said he knows Mendota has tried £o find new well fields with gond
water, but has met with little sguccess in the last four years,

The water containg high amownts of total disselved solidz -- ov minerals and
other elements that canncot be filtered. The xtate standard is fewer than 500
parte per milliom.

Fregno's water is about 300 parts per million. In summer, Mendota's wataer
often reaches or gurpasses 1,300 parts per wmilliom.

The gtate Dapartnent of Health Services monitors Mendota's water but can de
little else unless the problem is & health hazaxd. Patry has written to the
department as well and is waiting forr a reply.

State Health Services engineesr Carl Carlucei, based in Pregno, has noted that
Mendota's water hag degraded over the last decade or more,

No connection has been established yet between the farm groundwater pumping
and Mandoeta's bad-tasting watazr in suwmertime., But Dotry said such a link makes
senge to him.

Petry alleges salty ilrrigation water geeping into the aguifer raiges water
Tavails and movez pollubants inkc the Mendota arca.

Engineering sxpsrts have varying opinions on that scenario, But nmosl ayrws
galty irrigation water has been building undergrownd on the west side since the
1880%, when the federal government closed the west-side San Luls Draly gystem.

Tha underground aystem was closed after biclogilsts found dead and deformed
wildlife at Kesterson Reservoir, where the dvain water was pooling.

For farmers, the closed drain has led to a lawsuit and thousands of Farmland
aaras alewly being peisomed by the rising salty walwr Lable. Petry oontands the

closed drain and continued irrigation have contributed to bad-tasting waker for
Mendota.

"The preblem was caused 50 yveans ago when they bullt Friant Lam on the San
Joaguin River, " Petbry said. "Mendota's beneficial use of viver groundwater
recharge from the river was losl. The state must regtore soume miniwal flowg.!

Such flows wighi. be resbtored a8 the result of & lawsuit tiled in 1888 by the
Natural Regources Defenge Council sbouvt the operation of Friant Dam at Millerton
Lake.

The lawsuit is on hold in a Sacramento Lederal court while lrrigation

contract negoetiations continue between gome Friant farmers and the U.S. Bureau
of Recldameallon,

But in Deveulwmsy, the U.S. gth Dilstrict Ccourt of Appeals in San Francisco will

E—015775—024
E-015775.024



18/31/1937 14:5@ 916~445-4855 JSFCRJILERC PAGE 83

Page 5
The Fresno Bee, September 8, 1997

hear arguments on the paxt of the case about restoring the San Joaguin Biver
flow beyond Friant Dam. No timetable has been set for a decision.

The other roadblock for Petry is the federal-state effort to protect the San
Franuiscoo Bay-Delta estuary and provide water for cities, farms and indurtry,
The plan, which amounts to a water distribution scheme for California, may

involve Friant Dam, 80 the state beard wants to wait until the plan is fully
developed.

But the plan has baen in the making for almost two vears, and many bslieve it
could continue past jitg three-vear deadlins.

Waltex Pettit, executive director of the ztate wster heoard, was met available
to comment. A public information official zaid Petyy could appeal the decision.
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