Angust 11, 1597 v

The Honorable Wuham 3 cffcrson x..imton |
President of the United States .

The White House '

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear My, Prasident:

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program is California's opportonity for reaching a solution to
the Bay-Delta's environmental and the state’s water supply problems. The CALFED
Program is at a critical point, with drat anvironmental documeants to be reieased soon.
Phase IT of the Program is scheduled to be completed by August of 1998, and it is
essential that that deadline be met,

We wish to inform you of inconsistent appreaches being takan by the federal government
in two very important Bay-Delta efforts ongcing here in California. - Those two effores are
1) the Department of Interict’s proposed mettod for implementing the fishery flow
provisions of the Central Valley Project Tmprovernent Act of 1992 (CVPIA), and 2)
compliance with the December 1954 Bay-Deita Accord, If left uncorrzcied, these
inconsistent approaches will jsopardize the future suceess of the CALFED Program.

You will recall that the major turning point in state/fsderal relations with regard to
solving water problems came with the signing cf the Bay-Dealta Accord in December
1994, In addition to creating a constructive {orum Yor coliaborative problem solving, the
Accord gava. for the period of three years, ac 1mportant 25surance 10 waler users in
providing for "no net loss” in water supplies beyond 2 specific amount to protect Delta
fisheries. Water users agreed. for the period of the Accord. to provide 1.1 million acre
feet for Delta fish and wildlife purposes in axchange for certainty in their remaining
supplies. Interior Secretary Babbitt, when he signed the Accord, assured water users that
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during the period of the Accord no addirional watsr would be required, and if, for some
reason, more water was required, it woula be purchased by the federal government from
willing seliers.

At the same time, the Dcpanmznt of the Intenor (DOI) has been cngag&d ina leng:hy o
process to implement the raguiremants set forth in the CVPIA. In June, DOI and U.S. -
Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) issued two draft issue papers proposing (1) Lo
management of the "dedicated yield" of 800,000 acre feet of water provided in the I
CVPIA ["(b)(2)" water], and (2) new actions for achmvmg the fish flow obligations of the
CVPIA. These actions could rasult in more than one-half million acre feet of water being
taken away from CVP customers before camp}ennn of the CALFED process. DOI
proposes to finalize these ptoposais in Sep:ember .

This CVPIA process has fomentcd serious msagreements among various mtcrests as to
the relationship between the Accord flows and the "(b)(2)" water, In this proposal, the
USFWS argues that the use of "(b)(2)" water for additional Delia fishery benefits gbove

. the standards in the Accord is appropriate. {n our view, the proposed federal action must
be reconciled with the principles of the Accord and the Accord extended for ar least a
period of ohe year so that it does not destabilize the environment in which CALFED must
work.

Because the resuitant dispute among interest groups creates 4 serious threat 1o federal-
state relations in the Delta, we urge you to reaffirm the commitment of the federal
government to the CALFED process, We ask that you impiemant the CVPIA within the
context of the Accord and the CALFED process and that you direct the Secretary of the
Interior to work with California’s Secretary of Rzsources to impiement these actions
under the CALFED framework agreement, including full participation by the USFWS
and other DOI agencies to fully and constructively pafticipate in the CALFED process.

. We tock our mutual commitments made in the Bay-Dalta Accord vary seriously and ask
that you confirm the federal government's niedge before California takes any addirional
steps in what we believed was a partnershin swith tive United Statas, The Accord now
needs to be reaffirmed and extended for at least one vear in order for CALFED to
complete Phase I of &ts work,

If these actions are taken. they will go s 1cng way mm assuring Ca&.sdzmans thatthe = .
federal government is serious about hononng tne expiicit commitments it made 1n signmg L
the Accord. ‘ : ot e
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Mr. President, your attentzon to th:sc matters of grcat importance to Canformas future is , -
greatly appreciated. Water is the hfeblood of California. If we do not work together, the
state will suffer sxgmﬁcanuv in the Zist ce tun. . -

Sincerely,
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Senate Member Signatories of Letter to The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton:

Dede Alpert

Ruben S. Ayala

James L. Brulte

Jim Costa

William A. Craven

K. Maurice Johannessen
Betty Kamette =~
David G. Kelley
William "Pete” Knight N o - L
Quentin L. Kopp B _ . L e
Tim Leslie , : : .
Ken Maddy e
-Dick Monteith ‘ o
Steve Peace
Richard Polanco
Richard K. Rainey
Adam B. Schiff
Cathie Wright

-
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Assembly Member Signatories of Letter to The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton:

Dick Ackerman

Fred Aguiar

Elaine Alquist

Roy Ashburn

Joe Baca

Stave Baldwin

Scott Baugh

Tom J. Bordeonaro, Ir.

Larry Bowler

Valetie Brown

Bill Campbell

- Tony Cardenas

Dennis Cardoza

. Susan Davis

Martha M. Escutia
Peter Frusetta
Martin Gallegos

Tan Goldsmith
Brett Granlund _
Robert M, Hertzberg
Mike Honda
George House
Lynne C. Leach

Biil Leonard

Mike Machado

Bob Margett

Kerry Mazzoni
Gary G. Miller

Jim Morrissey

Bill Morrow

Kevin Murray

Rod Pacheco

Louis J. Papan

Don Perata

Charles Poochigian
Robert Prenter

George Runner
Jack Scott

. Virginia Strom-Martin

Bruce Thompson
Helen Thomson
Antonio R. Villaraigosa

Bdward Vincent
el Wachinagtnem
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