
BAY-DELTA URBAN COALITION

Jua~ 9, i997

Ms. Sunne McPeak, Co-Chair
Mr. Micha~l Madi~a~, Co-Chair
Bay-Delt~ Advisory Council
1416 9th Srxeet
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. McPeak and Mr. Madigan:

We undorstand that at the May 22. 1997 Bay.Delta Advisory Camcil meeting. Tom Graft

mad~ .~ta~n~n~ r~garding rec.~nt briefing ¢io~um~n~ prepared by mpr~ntati~r,,~ of ~wral

urban w~ agencies relative to recent meetings in Washington, D.C.. Because we were not

available to answcr any questions that may have arisen, a letter of clarification appears warranted.

For your background information, the Bay-Delta Urban Coalition was created in 1993 to

coordinate urban activities in Washington, D.C. and Sacramemo in an effort to secur~ the success

of the landmark Bay-Delta Accord and build upon tha~ succ~ in the CALPED process. The

Urban Coalition i~ distinct from the California Urban Water Agcn¢ic~, which i~ prohibited by it~

charter from engaging in political activities. While many CUWA agencies participate in Urban

Coalition activities, some do not, and many urban watcc suppliers who arc not CUWA members

belong to the Urban Coalition.

The Urban Coalition has a clear history of continuous commitment ~o effective

implementation of the CVPIA. As with any legislaxion of this complexity, however, there have

been differences in interpretation among wdou~ interett $roup.~. (3he of ~e tlleme~ ,,ue have

stressed throughout ~e CVPIA’s Implementation process has been the need for collaboration and
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Mr. Michael Madlgan
~une ~, I~

coll~five p~blem-solving - ~e s~e app~ach that faeilit~d agreement on ~e Bay-Delta

~cord.

The document displayed by Mr. Graft at the BDAC meeting, a copy of which is attached,

is an informal briefing paper which had I~en provided to and reviewed with environmen~ists,

including one of Mr. Graft’s ~DF colleagues, when we were in Washington, D.C. on May 20.

As such, we w~re surprised wlwn tlw document was chsractcr~zed as a formal letter which had

I~¢u prepared in socret (as Mr. Graft seemed to imply) allegedly to undermine environrrmntal

obj~tiv~.

Urban Coalition representatives met with congressional staff and D~partn~nt of Interior

(12)O0 officials on May 20-21 to discuss concerns and offer ideas to improve the processes used

by DOI ag.neies to make re.cent decisions allocating water to environmental r~sources. It was

not our mission to effectuate changes to the substantive decisions, but rather to highlight our

concern that the processes through which recent decisions have been made, including the DcIta

prescriptions, Trini~ River flow increases, ’and others, could !~ substantially improved.

We carried two specific m¢ssages. The first was that better pro~ss is likely to yield

better decisions. An open process which promotes the development of broader and more creative

thinking in earlier stages of decision-making should be embraced by the federal agencies. Th~

sltatittg o1" id~ doe~ .~. dilute Omit po~et, we teCOglliZ~ that tim DOI agencies ace tl’j¢ filial

decision-makers on many aspects of Bay-Delta matters. Rather, we believe that the development

o~’ the Mst available science and the most effective methods for implementing protectiv¢ action is
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Thomas M. Bertinsr, I.r~ilitiss General Counsel
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission

tttndele Kanou~e, Special A.~t.~Umt to ~ General Manager
East Bay Mtmi¢il~l Utility District

~ger

Metropolitan W-ter Disuict of Southern California

Lester Snow
B~y-Delm Advisory Committee memb~:rs
Environmental Water Caucus
Dan Nelson, San Luis & Delta Mendota Water Authority
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