
Mr, Le,~er Snow
CALI:ED Bay/Delta Progrsm
1416 Ninth Street, Suke 1155
Sa~ram~Uo, ~A 95814

~ Mr, K©ntledy and ~. Snow:

The Natural Re~oaree~ Defem¢ Council, Frie~is of ~he River, Lea~ae of Women Voters
Califorraa, Save San Fran~i~ Bay Assooiation. Callforttia Sporrfishing Proteetion Alliance,
Suzffider Fo~ndatlon, Cl~an Water Action, Golden Gate Audubon, The Bay Insfimm, The
Envirom’nental Defense Fund, United Anglers,. and the PaCific Coa~ F~,K-~atio~ of Fishcrm~a.s’
A~o¢ia~iom d©dine to sign the MernorandLtm of Undcrs ~tarding P~g~di~ Ea~eient Water
Manage, meat Pr~ti~ei by A~i¢~/tural Water Supl~!iers in California (MOU) developed p~t
to AB3616. ’We strolagly brll~ve that a~zieult’ua~ Water dccaaad maaaSement is critica] to
cre~ttlng suslainable patt~rn~ of warn’ use and to improving water quality in California, and thus,
to any.long t~’m.solution to th~ problems of the Bay/Delta, Unfortunately, the MOU in its
print form i~ not laxly to ~Id¢,~e ~ improvements. An analysis of the MOU’s
shortc, onalags ~ ~Bol~l with this letter, We urge the CAl.,FED program to renew its effort~
d~velop a m~alagf’tll wIWr ~ ¢fflci~ney common p~ogra~ t~ b~ included in all CALFED
tlt~-aatives.

Th~ CALFED p~oc.ess off©rs a ut’dqu~ oppox~urgr/to achieve slgntficant
irnprov~ment~ in California .water us~, CALFED staffhas ~eknowl~dged that at scoping sessions
tln’oughOUt the sC~tt~, the publl¢ ~6’IP,4~dly cxpre.ssed the need for ~rd#tlag. supplies to be
n~el~ntly befo~ CALFED d~v~lol~’d ~dltional supplies. Approx£umt~ly 54% of California’s
agricultural wat~¢ supply is cmr~ntly us~ to grow alfalfa, irrigated pasture, He~, mad cotton.’
Shifting a l:mrtion oftl~t wator to other u,ws could gm~-r~le ~IgBific.ant ~vironmBnta| and
neonomi~ b~n~fits, ~md would rel~. s~nt a more el:licit, at us~ of* scarce r~oure¢.

Th, ,nvironm~ud commuraty had. hol~l that the AB3616 process woutd re, sult ha a me, m~ful
~’i¢~ulrar~ demand managenmm ~ogna~ and we we~ Inkially involve4 in the pro~s~ m wy to
ae, Ai~v~ tMr ~,~l. we ar~ dlr~ppolnlrd llmt th~ fm~i produot is no~ ~m~thir~ th~ w~ can
su~poa, Tlfil do~ not m~m ~t tim work d~Im AB3616 Coungi[ should b~ ab~doned, but
rather th~ It m~t b~ inP, orpor~:l into a larger ¢ffor~ to r~uor ~-icuIP, ar~ w~t,~r ~�, We have
mado sp~ifl~ sugg#s¢iom m CALFED about how to rem~ly tl~ ~orw.omings of AB36i 6,
in~ludlng th© re:]option of mort m~anlngf~l requiremon~s on wat.~r me~m~nrBt and pri¢iP.~.
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