
A PROPOSAl,I FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL WATER
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES PROGRAM

Preface: If water supplies dedicated to environmental uses are not managed
efficiently, it c~n dirct:tly impact other water users mad can also negatively impact
environmental programs. Therefore, a BMP program for environmental water
uses, parallel to the programs established for urban and agrieulturN uses, should
be n ¢of¢ ¢Icment of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program. For ~uch a BMPprogram
to be parallel with the programs for urban and agricultural BMP programs, it must
be comprehensive and must address all phases of water use for environmental
purposes, including but not limited to, diversions for wetlands and ,~ldlife
r~fuges, regulated and unregulated flows for instream purposes (both quantity and
quality), and releases from storage for environmental purposes (including
temperature control and maintenance of reservoir leve!~ in order to achieve
wildlife purposes).

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program ~nr restoring the ecological health ofthe Bay-
Delta system includes impro’dng and increasing both aquatic and terrestrial
habitats, such as wetiands, shallow water habitats and spawning areas, ripariar~
woodlands and upland areas to produce food ~d cover. Such pro~zrams will
require the CALFED agencies to manage ~n’virormaental water for the
h"nproverrterat ~nd maiutenaace of such hs.bitats. It i~ imperative that
environmental water uses be managed so that they are reasonable, produce
multiple benefz~s and do not redirect hnpacts on other environmental programs or
water users. Al~o, thc need for addition~.l water for the enviromr, ent should
undergo a rigorous analysis following the measures outlined in the program
described herein.

The program described in tb, is document is voluntary in nature. However,
procedures should be established to measure the eft~c~ver.ess of and to upgrade
~nvlronmental BMPs to ~nsure that water dedicated to environmental purposes is
being used in an efficient, scientifically justified manner. BMP procedures should
require that any additional environmental water requirements f~rs~ be met from
existing allocations of environmental water. Water dedicated to t.he environment
which is not being used efficiently should be redirected ~o offset other water
supply requiremems.

Program Description: management practices oversighterl,,’ironmen~albest
paneI shall be esr.abli~hcd to monitor and recommend changes in ~nvironmontal

~ This draft proposal was dev-~lop~ by ¯ m..~.ber of Central Valle:~ wa~.er ,users in order to ~timulate
di~cu.c~ion on ;.he {g~ue. It ha~ not been diset.,S~,.’kd wilh Rnard~
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I
water uses and me.otis of use to ensure t.hat an.v water dedicatrd to the i
environment (including instream flows) or otherwise made available to fish
wildlif~ a~nci~s f~r ~nvkvuui¢~It~l uses is ¢ff’tciemly managed to provide the
benefits to the environment, envisioned by the CALFED program with the leasl " Ipracticable impact on or~r beneficialuses of water: while maxin~ng multiple
u~Cs of eIIvixo~m~ni~ watero

¯

Tlze oversight p~n~.l s~l! consis~ of biologists, toxicofo~s~, sciaRri.s~s.famiiia~
I

with tid~1 ~ows a~d dynamics, water resources ~ngin~rs: ~.nd oth~ persons I
experieRced iR ~e operation_ of water projectsand the:hydrology of ~ ISay-D~t~a I
system. The ~cfions of~he owrsight panel s~II

I

I. Prep~ng, for adoption and implamanmdou by wildlif~ mamgem~nt            I
aud’iorides, ~. BM~ pro~xn as effec’rive as I~ called for bytI~ AB 3616 MOU or I

the CV~PIA \Va~e,r Conservation crita~a; I
2.    Moni1:ori~g ~ me,otis o~ water u~ i~ ~hr C¢nual Valley wildlif~

refuges and recommendiRg water manageme=t, and conservation measures as I
appropriate and <’net beneficial~"

I

S. ~onkofing dee ~i~g of wildlfe refusedewai:ering in r.Ize spring to I
achiev¢ mukiple uses;

I
4. R.ecommendin~ monitoring progr~s (including r~l time I

mo~zofing) and perforce eval~tion crite~a w~ch will pmvid= ~m needed to~ I
dc~c~¢ if ¢u~ro~en~ w~er u~ pr~ces ~ ~� ~y-De1~ sy~ can be I
~prow~ ~o ca~ ou~ the policies ~d p~oses of~e en~o~¢nml B~.
pro~;

I
5. Ev~t~g ~e re~ of~e monito~g pm~s md m~g ..~

recommendations to appropriate federal or s~am re~am~ a~encirs for
implem~fing ~mproved envkoRm~ wamr mmag~¢nt s~gies developed
t~ou~ the B~ process. Such recommendations co~d ~clu~ mo~fica~io~ of....
t¢~s and condkions of m~lato~ or ~t~tutory w~tel q~lity, flow, or opcm~onal ’ ’ I
objectives, ~d modifica~ious to fCd~r~ ~ or ~SA ~m~, ~o ma~ch
a~ needs ~ ~smblished ~o~ Tha B~ precis;

I

a~d ks ~kz~ would allow Cnviromen~ wa~¢r ~o be m~ed more eRl¢i¢mly; I
I

I
I
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I 7. Identifying aad evaluating opportunities to make multiple use of
environmental water, thereby providing for multiple environmental purposes
and/or for human use.

i
kt evaluating enviroarnental BMPs, the oversight panel shall be guided by

i
the following:

1.    Environmental water requirements should be developed with a focus

I on the Bay-Dolta system as a whole. Flow or operational requirements for
individual species should not be established in a vacuum, but should always be set
after consultations among the fish and wildlife agencies that consider how those

I r~quirements would affect other ~peeies ~ad how a p~rticula.r block of Water could
be used to benefit multiple species.

I 2.    ]~nviroumental water ~hould be u.~ed in ~t manner that promoteg
mukiple beneficial uses. For example, efforts should be made to time deliveries of

I refuge water so that the fJ.ow can be used for other purposes before it is pumped or
returned rn river� at critical outflow times to assist with meeting outflow
requirements.

i
3. Adaptive management should guide environmental water use

decisions. Real time monitoring contributes to adaptive management and should
I be part of ~avi~omnental water pro~n-a.uas. Adaptive m~.n~gcmcnt imecrs that

environmental water uses, and associated me’hods of use: may change over ~ime as

I scientific understanding and/or operational experience improves, or as
technological advances are made. ..

I 4.    Water for euvirortmenr.a~ purposes should only be made avaitat~le to
wildlife agencies when there ~s a high level of" certainty that factors other than
instream flows are not acting to substantially reduce the environmental benefits of

I that water.

i 5.    Opportunities for wildlife habitat enhancement by wildlife agencies
should focus on giving priority to areas that do not overlie a s~!iue w~ter body.
This BMP contributes ~o the concept of multiple uses.

I                  6.    W~tter fo~ e~rvhomnental pua-pose~ that {s lost to ihrther bencfici~.l
use because of flowing to a saline water body should be given a higher !evel of

I scrutiny and analysis as to its benefits.

i
7. CALFED agencies (primarily state and federal wildlife agencies),

along with other entities which are responsible for environmental water uses and
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-
public interests should develop a Memorandum of Understanding which embodirs
the fr~rnework conta~¢d herein. This V.nvironment~l BMP Memorandum of
Understanding would be signed and binding upu~l sigaalo6es in ~,magu~r which is
paralle! to the =’Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Urban Water
Conservation in California" and ~h~ "Memorandum of Understanding Regarding
Efficient Water Use by Agricultural Water Supplicrs."~
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