
S. Hays23443
Ma~-%teca, CA 95337
August 4, 1996

Lester Snow, Executive Director Fax (916) 654-9780
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 9th St., Suite I~5.=
Sacramento, CA 95314

Dear Logier:

~ propose that the agenda-for the n~exu BDAC meeting include
deliberation ~y BDAC regarding several proposals t-hat are
included in the June 25 and .~uly 19 packets. These are proposals
regarding which s~me BDAC members have expressed concern, but
which remain the alternatives without reso!utiou the
cor~�~s.

i]    The June 25 and July 19 packets, each on page 36, propose
reducing agricultural water "demand" by substantial pe.~n~ne~nt and
u~mporary, fallowing of agricultural land "to make water available
for other uses." You have since backed away from permaIzent
fallowing, but not from the proposal to "maximize the potential
for temporary land fallowi~g." The BDAC should discuss and
advise as to whether this. is in the public interest.

Why should the agricultural industz-F be the only water
dependent indust--y to give up dry year water and how does the
proposal comply with the solution principles of providing a
"reascnab!e balance of reliability", ~_-~; "avoiding r~_directed
impacts", amd minimizing "economic impacts at the regional
level?"

Periodic shut d~ �-:" any indust_~-i involves une_~ployment,
local ecc-~omi= impacts, loss of cash f!cw to service de~t (excep~
for the willing sellers), loss of ~ust~mers, and loss of service
businesses who cannot su_-vive the shutdown, such as parts
equipmen~ suppliers, contract services, food processors0 etc.

2)    To what extent should foster reallocation o~ water by
transfers a~d what type of transfers9 Transfers among
agricultural water users is a long estahlishe~ and desirable
practice. Why d~u’t we also encourage transfers among nrban
water users, including.municipal industries and individual
residential wa~er users, Just as we do a~ong fad-mere? What are
the ~@cial implications of encouraging ~rane£ers of wa~er to a
different basin and purpose of use whenever a willing seller
benefits regardless of impacts on local employment, ~wn~tremm
water users, e~�.? (Note the Herrick-Hilaebrand =ritique o£ the
proposed "Model Water Transfer Act" which we previously sent to
you).
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3)    The program talks of seeking durability, e.g., page 3 of
Objectives in the june 25 packet. What California population are
we planning for, and what water supply will be needed tO
that population’s needs for resoidences, jobs, manufactured goods
and food? Durability will not be achieved if those needs are not
met.

4)    How can we ignore the’economic and social consequences of
failing to provide a "drain to restore the salt balance in the
south Central Valley? That salt balance wa~ destroyed by the
importatioL of a very subst~.ntial salt load via the Delta Mendota
Canal. -- ¯

5)    How do we reconcile the pr.o~osal throughout the program for
substantial "purchase of.w.~ter ~n the San Jcaquin "River system",
(e.g., page 29, June 25) with the principle of avoiding
"redirected impacts"? Why do we not propose to suDply this water
either by developing new yield or by purchases from users of DMC
water instead of from water short tributaries. Reallocation of
agricultural water on the tributaries not only depletes
agriculture on the tributaries, it also reduces downstream summer
streamflow needed for water quality, for riparian dlvars£ons,
resdient fishery, and for consumptive public trust purposes.

6)    T£ we propose substantial conversions of agricultural land
to wetlands shculdn’t the proposals include development of new
water yield to replace the water supply lost to n~n-euvironmenta!
purposes? An acre of wetland consumes su~stantial!y more water
than an acre of farmed land.

These questions ~d issues are matters of policy which I
believe should he adctre, sed now a~d not buried in the PETS
process. The PETS is not a policy doeu.-uent. ~ hope your ~411
agree".

Sincarely,

A1 e~ ~i l~ebrand
Yax (209) 825-6180
~hone (209) 823-4166

Mike Madigan (619) 231-1765
ISunne Mc~eak (415) 981-6408
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