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I We write to express our 8r=ve concern with the way in which the Delta portion of the e~o~y~t=nz
restoration component is being formulated within ~he CALFED Bay-Delta Program.

I The theories upon which CALleD is basing its re~toration proEmm -- using the �onc~epts of’
ecosystem services, f~nctions, and limiting factors -- appear to us to be generally sound, and the
common program of ecosystem restoration contain~ politic© cl~:m~z~. Our r, oncca-n lie~ morc with

I the scope of in.Delta restoration which the CALFED Program will s~dy in Phase K There is no
evidence to support, and much evidence to contradict, the view that restoration ~ be
aocomplithed by r~torin8 only a tiny fi’action of the Delta back to habitat. An adequate, much le~

I an optimal, level of in-Delta restoration must be far more expansive.

The apparent unsustainability of much of Delta agri~-~lture reinforces this view. If the islands fail,

I the environment will be the biggest loser. Indeed, once the risk of permanent island inundation is
factored into the equation, within a few decades the environment could end up with flu" less habitat
than it has today. CALFED must do more to study the risks ofmajor habitat losses, and ways to

I minimize those ri~ks.

The Environmental Water Caucus (including both environmental and fisher! interests) has, on

I numerous occasions: identified the restoration of ~reshwater tidal maxsh as a high priority for the
Program; urged that not less than 23% of predismrbance habitats be restored in the Delta and other
pml~ o£ dze ~s~ and recommended that a~riou[tuml a~’tivitle~ be ended or mstriet~l in all areas

I of the Delta with peat soils. The Natural Heritage Institute has ree.ommended that the Program
study the reconversion of all Delta lands below tea level to t mosab of habitats. While the
CALFED Program has been responsive to other concerns raised by the environmental community,
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to date the Program has been unresponsive ~o ~h© conc=-ns related to th© Delta component, l:or
example, ~he Program does not menUon our c, onc~n overt.he breadth o£De.l~a r~mradon
programs in ~e rrms~r list oi’concems w be addrcss=d prior to the initiation oi~Phase ~

It is not our intention that the CALFED Program commit ax this time to adopt/he most expansive
Delta restoration program in its final recommendations. It is appropriate, however, for the ProN~.m
to include a large-scale in-Delta component as the uppe~ ra~e to be ~:onside, r~J -, part oflts
common program of ecosystem restoration.. To this end, the C~ Program’should make an
~xplicit commitment to study the following topics in Phase rr of the Proi;ram:

o The technical and socio-economic feasibility of ¯ large-scale ecosystem restoration
program within the Delta whi~:h ~onv~’t~ a large po~on of the Delta into ¯ movie of
aquatic and tenestr~l habitats.

o The long-term sustainability of Deha agriculture in the deeper peat soils, in view of the
incre~,in~ seismic risks and the costs of levee maintenance and repair.

We axe v~ry inte~ in workin8 with the CALFED Prob,’am ~nd other stakeholders on how and
to what e~tent a program of Delta restoration might best be accomplished. In particular, the
agriculutral interests and social communtues o~’,.he Delta musz be heavily involved in any
discussions about future man~ernent of the Delta islands.

As a prerequisite to such an effort, the CALFED Progxam must make clear that larl~e-scale Delta

restoration will be considered as an upper range of the common program during Phase ]Z

We would aopreciate the opportunity to meet with you and your staff to discuss this matter
further.

Sincerely,

Gary Bobk,r Tom Gra~
Bay Inszim~ of San Fnmcis~o ~.uvi,~mt~md Dr£©~, Fund

lira Cr~-~haw :~m A~er
Ca~it’ornia Spor~ishing Protection Alliance Environmental Wat~ Caucus
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