Octobher 4, 1995

To: Lestar Snow Fax {916) 654-9780
From: Alax Hildabrand Fax (209) 825-6180
Phone {(209) 823-4166

Dear Lester:

This communication is to offer a faw comments on the Octobar 2 BDAC packet
prior to the October workshop. My thoughts relata primarily to the Action Catagories,
but firat a faw comments on the Primary Problem/Objective Statement.

) belisve the exotics are 2 more serious problem than indicated. They may be
as serious as loss of banign habitat. | know of no determination that the totai aguatic
biomass in the Delta has diminished. It may be primarily altered rather than raduced.
The blomass of my crops is shifted to waads if | don’t control the weads and many
of the weeds are exotics.

| beliave that daclining Delta inflow is a serious problem that must be
addressed. Also, after tha last full sentence on page 5 relating to seasonal
reallocations of Delta inflow it shauld he addad that seasonal realiocations can reduce
watar supplias for streamflow divartars in seasons of low streamfiow.

The discussion of System Vulnerability does not mention BDOC's proposal that
there be a financial and physical standby system for rapid repair of lavee failures.

The list of examples of Action Categories should include naw upstream water
davalopment to offget daeclining Delta inflow. Increased onsiream storage often has
far more potential for multipurpose benafits than offstream storaga. For axampla, the
USBR attests that the capacity of Millerton Lake behind Friant Dam could be very
substantially increased. This would provide needed flood protection, would holp
restora the seriously degraded river water quality, would provide water yield for areas
now imparting Sacramento water, and would help provide newly mandated Deita
inflow for fish.

it should be acknowledged that fish flows in the San Joaquin mainstem along
the vallay floor could be provided by circulating water from the DMC to the river and
thence down to the Delta for recapture and return to the canal. This is a multiple use
of water that Is much lass costly than providing new water or purchasing water from
existing usas. The USBR has agreed tu consider this.

The second sentence under Constraints to installation of barriers shouid read
“For example, a physical barrier at the head of Old River to keep San Joaquin Rivar
salmon from moving into Old River in the spring may block recreational navigation.
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1t also Interferes \M_th transport of flows lmportant for watar quahty ;i__gu,_y_g_u_e_l
iavels unl

f th VP

The last sentence on the same page should ba altered to read *------me- and

management of agricultural dralnage that enters the river via Salt and Mud Sloughs
to producs -----." It entars those sloughs by drainage from wetlands and agricultural
lands in the CVP westside setvica araa.

In regard to water reclamation, a constraint on its use is that it has increased
salinity which can causge problems of salt disposal from areas of reuse, or increased
groundwatar salinity,

A constraint on water transfers is that transfers of tributary water from
agricultural to other uses can rasult in loss of return flows to the stream system that
ara assantial for downstraam flow during summer months.

Sinceraty,

ZZ23

Alox Hiidebrand
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