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Landmark Accord Reached
on Use of Bay-Delta Water
By FRANK CLIFFORD ~.aeramento, San joaquin and a
TIM= ENVIRONMENTAL WR~F.R " ht:~it Of lector Norther~ California

¯ . rivers--about 1.1 million acre-feet
In an historic accord that mar’ksin severely dry years, and about

at lezat a temporary .end to the400,000acre-feettnnormal years.
bitter struggle over California’s But the agreement elosely paraV-
most precious water resource, Gov.lels proposals by a" coal.itton of
Pete Wilson and senior members ofurban mid agricultural interests.
the Clinton Admintst~ffon signed "- -And it will provide="ait tfford~.bl.e
an agreement Thursday to protect and reliable future water suppiy~:
the Sacramento I)elm estuary and - said John R. Wodr~ka, gen.’¢r~l."
provide.reliable water .$~zpplies to. .ns~mger of t&e Metropolitan W, a.-.
farms and cities across the state, ter District, which delivers ~rat~r

Planked by Secretary of theto 16 million Southern Califortda

Environmental Protection Agency_.. "This is realJy’ = big deal’~for
administrator Carol Browner, Wil-’ California agrieultttre," said Dan
son declared that the three-yearNelson of’the San Luis and Delta-
accord "signa~ =.cease-.fifein theMendota Water Authority, one Of
water wars that have. ~:itoo ’,longthe largest water usm-s in the
plagued CalifOrnia." L .~... Central Valley. The agreement has

The agreement require~ that"been coming together, for several
consumert.give up more waterformonths, but pull~g it off required ~
environmetttai°’protect.ion of the f’maJ week of marathon negotia-
delta at t.b.e confluence of t&e PletmeseeWA~A~
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water users under the leadership ~f - According to the theory, it would
Wodraska and Nelson. take that much water, pushing

They began lobbying in Wash- downstream through the delta, t~
ington and Sacramento ~or a pLan overcome the powerful draw of the
that became the ~ for the giant diversion pumps that kill
accord. The Wilson Administration in the process of capturing" wate~~
endorsed the plan, but elsewhere itfor urban and agricultural cox3
was not an easy sell It called for sumption."
reserving several hundred thou- The coalition of agricultural
sand acre-feet.lees water for envi-. urban water agencies argued that¯
ronmenta/ needs in critically drythe strong tidal pull w~s enough~’
years than was being recom-offset the influence of the puml~,~
mended by federal officials, o In the end, feder~l officials
.. Some of the same envimnmeh-- the position that there..w~ n~

t~tists "who ul.timately signed the" .:adequate scientifiC, evidence.tojus~
accord argug~l that.the coalition’stify’ .either. theory.~ At’~the.sam~
pl,~n would lead to the extinction of. time, negotiatorssought to
endangered fish. "~ ’- ¯ the coalition approach:more palat~

But the Republic~ Partfs tri~- "able by decre~singpumping~turing
umph in the November’ election.. the sprin~ when downstream mi~J
changed ~he political enviromentgrations of key species are at their

coalition’s propo,qal, with some The Department of-the Interio~modification, began to look like.thesweetened the pot with an offe~t~best deal that. might..be struck on
thedeim. ..... pay for.any water, above

beyond the water guaranteedNelson pointed out that it was athe delta, needed to prevent’ fragile coalition .and that ff.aU sides another species from becoming enzcould not-oome to an agreement
fairlyquick/y, msnyintheagricul- dangered.    ¯ ¯ .....~,~-,~.. ,Lm
rural commtmity might opt for a "This says the federal ~overn.-
more dra~ic ~-"ategT, betting onmerit Ls a~ risk for the ~ of
the ability of the new RepubLican additional watei-,".Babbittsaid. ~-~
ma|ority to gu~ the: Endangered In addition, the coalition ~f wa.~
SL>eCies Act. u~ers agreed to bank~li a $60-mil:-

For federal offi~-ial~ to endorse lion fund that wfl/be used tO"
the plan, t~hey had to find a crediblē  a variety ~f harmful ~mL~aCts on ~
way to back away from the theory delta--from toxic dLschar~es
tha~ it was necessary to leave annon-native fish and plant life
addit.ion~L 1.4 miLlion acre-feet o£ prey" on native species ancL thre~.~
water in the delta in .dry yea~. en the h.ealth of the es~ .uary ...."
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FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

¯ Hew standards for salinity of delta water°and Sui.~un Bay, the
nation’s largest brack~ manh.           :      -"
¯ Water guaranteed for environmental needs inthe deltm
acre-feet.in wet years, 1.1 millton acre-fe~.t in ~t.reme drough~.

¯ No new species to be listed as threatened for, at least three yea~. :
¯ Increa..~ffid role of the state in delta water poLicy.-
¯ Water users will bankroll fund to reduce i’~h loss by installing
screens and other steps.                             .

top executives of leading California accord--a standard to govern how
businesses to write to .WiLson and . much .water mt~t be allowed to
CHnton that if state and federalflow past diversion pumps in order
officiats did not come dp with an. to establish a healthy:balance be-
accep~ble delta pollcy,the eel-tween fresh and salt water in the

¯ nomic recovery.in, California could.e~tuary inland from San Francisco

By midsummer, negotiations be, ¯ :: ........ ¯ .- :- ’.
tween state .and. federal ’officials. "!~ il’eanwhile, progr~i:on ;ihoth-
began to show progress on otle of 1¥ I1 er frolat.wa,~ belngmade by a .¯ the m~t important elements .i~ the coalitloti of urt~an .and.a~.i.’.’cultural
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