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TO: CALFED Policy Group
FROM: Torri J. Estrada, Program D#ector, Urban Habitat ~o~m~v~

Member, Bay-Delta Adviso~ Co.ell
DATE:      ApAI 1~, 2000

De~ Members of the C~D Policy ~o~:

On behalf of over 30 envir~mental justice and ¢o~uni~-ba~ed ~o~s ~one~ ahem ~e ~e of
water management in the Bay-Del~, I ~to you m disc~s ~e topic of en~rom~l justice ~d
relationship to the C~FED ~o~am, As you may a~eady be ~ware, .~ronmenml j~tic~
~esentation ~d pe~peetives have only be~ a ~e~t pa~ of ~FED’s discussions. Although
C~FED has made pro~ess on ~om~ml jus~ee ~ough the appoin~t of ~o enviro~enml
justic. ~presenmtives m Bay-Delta Ad~so~ Co.oil (BDA~, this action alone is woefully ~adequate,
not only m meet its re~l~to~ requirmen~ under Executive Ord~ 12898 ~ En~onmenml Justice,
Civil Righ~ Act of [964, and ~rious state legisla~on ad~essMg ~v~m~tel jus~ce, bm falls sh~
p~ding ~ effccdve response m existing en~onm~tal j~fic, prohl~ related to the menagem~t of
water in th~ Bay-Delta.

~e Environmental ffusfioe Coalition (Coalition) subbed l~hy ~o~ts ~ C~FED’s prefaced
program alternative to BDAC at its April 13 meeting (see a~¢hed le~er ~ted April 12, 2000 to Sunne
McPeak and Mike Madig~). Several Coalition mambos prodded brief ~sfim~y ~ envir~menml
justice ~d the prefaced prepare alt~ative d~ing &e last BDAC mee~g, em#has~ng ~e need for
CALFED not only m adopt an En~ronm~tal Justice ~incipl., bm ~so to dedicate &e stuffing and
resources among its fe~al ~d smm agonies neeessa~ to implement envffom~tal justice-related
goals ~d objectives across its prepares. F~~, ~Amting ~e r~omm~da~ons in the leVeL
provided ~omments ~d suggesti~s on hew C~FED could address exisfi~ ~r~mental justice
problems and address dispr~o~ionate impacts of its prefaced pro~ alt~efive ~d subsequent
programs actions (My 0omments, and &~ attached le~r, ~e 8~mafized in &e a~hed ove~iew of
recommendations). BDAC members genially a~d ~th and su~o~d our ~co~endations for
addressing enviromen~l justice.

The Coalition respectfully reques~ &at the Policy ~up oaro&lly reviews and su~o~ the adoption
an Environmental Justice Principle and Actions for C~FED’s ~efe~ed pro~am al~ativ¢ and Record
of Decision (see attached). ~e Coflition also r~ues~ ~t ~e Policy ~oup considers and positively
responds to [ecommcndati~s related m ~virom~taI jmtice ~at ~ fo~heoming ~ BDAC
¢hairs, 8unne McPeak ~d Mike Ma~gan. We ~d~tend CAL~D D#~ 8mvt ~t¢~e ~d his
have ¢o~itted to devolving a proposal to ad~ss ~ronmenml justice for ¢~Md~ation d~ng ~ur
May meeting. ~e ~ge you m work closely wi& Steve ~d Ms smffin dovel~g this proposal.

The Coalition stands fi~ in its resolve for C~F~ to proaetively ad~ess en~ronm~l jusfic~ ~d
remains committed to assisting C~FED ~geneies in developing effective ~lyses and prepare
s#ategies during the ~ronm~tal review period and aAer issuance of the ~o~d of Decision. We
appreciate the Policy ~oup’s co~i~t m ¢nv~nm~tal justice ~d its just ~siderafion of the
Coalitien’s recommendations and co~en~ on the ~¢f~ed ~o~am altemafi~. If my qu saons or
~on~ems should arise dur~g your renew of 0~ ~als, please f~l ~e to contact me or ~l~e Wens
at ~e Pacific Institum.
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