
U.S. Fisk and Wildlife Service and the Bureau of P~eclamation have been working
w.idl Califonli~’s Department of Water Resources and th= Department ofFish ~"
Game to develop an operating plan for 2000 which incorporates the Deparmaent of
Interior’s 00)(2) policy. My Administration is committed to continue working
collaborativeIy toward a 2000 operations plan which meets both environmental
and water user needs in a balanced way- consistent with tile" Court’s decision in
the (b)(2) case, and with federal and state law. However, ~ do not believe that the
plan as presented on November 4 meets that test.

Pr~ary~esliIts?ind.i’~ate that the imple_m.entation of Interior’s ~ian w outd result
ilt"~v~te~’s’..u,15ply deli.very reductions of lipS’55% to a majo~ segme~at"~f " " "
~alifomi~ sagrietiltural’econom~-eveu if normai raJ~.all .~ccurs.. The plan
would als6 r~s’~.l.~,i~"~. . 4 ~a~er. supply reducfio~t[b~ 9_5% to Silico ~~
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Imposing such severe reductions iu water supply before resolution of~e
accounting issue, and without identifying discretionary measures that would
substantially mitigate the impact, places a severe hardship on California water
users and the State.

I understand that as a part of the 2000 operations plan, thereis an effort to fast
_.track the development of=tools" tO minimize th._= impacts. I-Iowever, these .t991s..

...... fiance not’yet be~i~i[l~ ~~f~ped,-quaati~e~ secarec~or ftmded, nor will the     --"
tools under discussion com¢ close to mitigating the estimated impacts.

The implementation of Interior’s (b)(2) plan cannot be accomplished without a
high degree of coordination, cooperation, and facilitadon by the state. Unless and
until adequate measures are developed to substantially mitigate the im.pac.ts of this
plan, I cannot commit to facilitate the cu=ent 2000 operations plan as presented.

Mr. Secretary, in our discussion in August we agreed that there is enormous
potential for an unprecedented state, federal a~d stakeholder collaborative effort
thro%~t the CALFED process to develop and implement a vision that is both
balanced and sust~table..In keeping with our agreement to resolve issues
cooperatively, I have done my pkrt by working hard to achieve .passage of a

¯ needed water bond for the March, 2000 ballot, as well as successful resolution of
the quantification agreement for the transfer of Colorado River water. I remain
personally committed to working with you_

Sincerely,

GRAY DAVIS

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Congressman Gary Condit
Congressman Cal Dooley
Secretary Mary Nichols
Director Tom Hannigan
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