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PROG RAM Sacramento, California 95814 FAX (916) 654-9780

October 5, 1999

Ms. Arlene Wong, et al

Pacific Institute for Studies in Development
Environment, and Security

854 13" Street

QOakland, CA 94612

Dear Ms. Wong:

I am writing in response to the letter you and 33 environmental justice organizations
sent on June 23, 1999, to Secretary of the Interior Babbitt and Governor Davis regarding
CALFED's obligations and commitments to address issues of environmental justice in its
overall program. First, let me take this opportunity to thank those of you who met with me
and other members of the CALFED agencies on September 10, 1999, in Oakland to discuss
some of your environmental justice concerns directly. I have attached a memo describing
the outcomes of that meeting for your review.

In your letter, you raised a number of important issues and made three specific requests,
to which I will respond here. Specifically, you requested that CALFED:

(1) Identify and address Environmental Justice issues in the CALFED Program in
cooperation with community-based organizations;

(2) Appoint representatives from Environmental Justice organizations to CALFED
advisory and governance bodies; and

(3) Create an Environmental Justice grants program.

(1) Identifying Environmental Justice Issues and Impacts

As part of completion of its programmatic Environmental Impact Statement/Report
(EIS/R), required under federal and state law, CALFED staff has done this analysis (see
attached excerpt from the draft programmatic EIS/R, especially page 7.14-11). This
analysis revealed that at a programmatic level, the CALFED Program could have adverse
impacts on rural farmworkers. We recognize that greater effort must be made to identify
other potential environmental justice issues. However, since the CALFED Program is
complex and broad in scope, and will be implemented in stages over thirty years, the
specific impacts you suggested be assessed cannot be fully considered until specific projects
or actions are proposed. We anticipate that project-level environmental assessments will
commence in mid-2000, after the Program EIS/R is finalized and the Record of Decision has
been signed. As we discussed at our meeting on September 10, we welcome greater
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participation of environmental justice organizations in assessing potential environmental
justice impacts at the project level.

However, let me emphasize that while the CALFED Program is very broad in its scope,
many of the specific concerns raised in your letter pertain to specific policies or actions that
are taken at the local or regional level. For instance, the CALFED Program has no direct
impact on urban or agricuitural water district rate-setting. While the CALFED Water Use
Efficiency Program will set clear policy direction and support funding of types of
conservation actions, the actual water conservation decisions made by a specific ag or urban
water district are made at the local level. That said, to the extent possible, over the next
thirty years the CALFED Program will be promoting aggressive integration of water quality,
environmental restoration and water conservation actions at the regional level. This kind of
integration is the heart of the CALFED Program.

(2) Appoint Environmental Justice Representatives to CALFED Adyvisory and
Governing Bodies

. In your June 23 letter you also suggested steps that the Program should undertake as
soon as possible to help integrate environmental justice concerns into the Program. You
requested that CALFED expand its advisory and governance bodies to include
representatives from environmental justice organizations. At our meeting on
September 10, we discussed this issue. At that time, we committed to exploring addition of
environmental justice representatives to the Bay Delta Advisory Council, which is the
principal public advisory body to the CALFED Program. Participants at that meeting
committed to doing a search for representatives who may be interested in serving on an
advisory group. Since BDAC is an official Federal Advisory Committee under federal
charter, the final decision for adding members to BDAC is made by the Secretary of the
Interior in consultation with the Governor. We will keep you apprised of our progress in
these efforts.

In addition to BDAC participation, at the September 10, meeting we discussed how to
begin to expand environmental justice participation in specific CALFED programs. One
obvious place to begin is in the CALFED Watershed Program. We will be taking steps to
ensure participation of urban watershed organizations in our program. We have committed,
and I have directed our staff, to hold one of the upcoming meetings of the BDAC Watershed
Program Work Group in the Bay area. John Lowrie, Watershed Program Manager, has
already taken steps to hold the November meeting of the Watershed Work Group in the Bay
area. In addition, we will be taking other steps to elevate urban watershed concerns in the
Watershed Program, including holding a workshop or workshops on urban watershed issues,
particularly as they pertain to the health of San Francisco Bay (this would be consistent with
other Watershed Program work group meetings).

Participation of urban watershed organizations and councils in the CALFED Watershed
Program is a good starting point for increased involvement of community-based
environmental justice organizations within CALFED. I am confident that as the CALFED
Program moves from a planning effort to an actual program that, with your assistance, we
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will continue to develop other avenues for ongoing environmental justice organization
participation.

(3) Create an Environmental Justice Grants Program

The third request you made in your letter was that the CALFED Program set aside 10%
of its grant monies and create an environmental justice grarnts program. We encourage your
organizations to apply for funding in response to upcoming solicitations. Although we are
uncertain of our FY 2000 budget, we expect to have money to continue implementation of
the ecosystem restoration program, as well as to begin work on other CALFED programs,
including the Water Quality Program and the Water Use Efficiency Program.

In closing, let me thank you again for the opportunity to meet with some of you on
September 10th . I look forward to continuing to work through the important issues of
environmental equity and sustainability with your participation.

Enclosures
Distribution Li

Ade Adeniji
Adro Environmental, Inc.

Mike Watanabe & Del Sakamoto
Asian American Drug Abuse Program

Isla Gentry
Bay Area Urban League

Niculia Williams
Berkeley Youth Alternatives

Nicole Capretz
Environmental Health Coalition

Pamela Broadous
Calvary Baptist Homes, Inc.

Marguerite Young
Clean Water Action

Sincerely,

Léster A. Snow
Executive Director

Greg Karras
Communities for a Better Environment

Judith Henderson
Community Youth Council for Leadership &
Education

Dana Lanza
East Bay Urban Gardeners

Carrie Core
The Ecology Center

Jane Williams
California Communities Against Toxics

Allen Edson
Environmental Science Institute

Luke W. Cole
Center on Race, Poverty, and the Environment
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John Gamboa
Greenlining Institute

Paulette Lagana
Community Abatement of Pollution
and Industrial Toxins (CAP-IT)

Dana Lanza
Literacy for Environmental Justice

Brad Erickson
Political Ecology Group

Marylia Kelley
Tri-Valley Communities Against a
Radioactive Environment

Sally Gallegos
United Indian Nations

Bonnie Robinson Lipscomb |
. United Indian Nations Community
Development Corporation

Josh Bradt
Urban Creeks Council

Carl Anthony & Torri Estrada
Urban Habitat Program

Henry Clark
West County Toxics Coalition

Bradley Angel
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice

Luis Arteaga
Latino Issues Forum

Karleen Loyd
People United for a Better Oakland

Henry Holmes
Sustainable Alternatives to the Global Economy

Dorothy Wells
Progressive Association

Myrna Hayes
Save San Pablo Bay Lands

Carlyle A. Johnston
Save the Bay/Seafood Consumption
Information Project

Michael Stanley Jones
Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition

Joel Ramos
Spanish Speaking Unity Council
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