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GOVERNOR DAVIS, INTERIOR SECRETARY BABBITT
CALL FOR ACTION ON KEY WATER ISSUES

SACRAMENTO - Governor Gray Davis and Se¢retary of the Interior Bru~ Babbitt mot today to
discuss two koy elements of Cali£ornia’s water future: the Colorado River Agr~mont and
C.ALFED Bay-Delta Program. Davis and Babbitt pledged their l~rsonal commitment to move
forward on tho~e issueo.

Coluraglu River Agr~mem

Oovernor Davis and Seo~ Babb~ mi~at~ ~¢ir ~rong sup~ for ~0 ~mowork ~�~ ~ in
the Colorado ~ver negoti~iom, ~ched 1~ w~ ~ong m~nr re,them California wat=r
Davis ~d Babbi~ di~ed ~gotiators for ~� ~t~ ~d federal a~ncies to ~lw ~ ~ma~ng
i~ues ~ order to ~nallz~ a ~tailed accord £adlimtiag ~nsfers of ¢o~0~0d CoIorado giver ~r.

"The C01o~do givor A~omont is ofi6~! ~o California’s u~rall water ~a~gy. ~ls a~omom Is a
v~l ~p towed enabling California to provid~ a solid fo~tion for ~o C~FED proem," said
Govoraor Davis. Davis’ D~oc~r of$~ Wator Kesourc~, Tom H~nigan, is l~ng
on ~half of California.

’~¢gofia~ mu~ develop a worse ~ngem~t for water ~n~e~ to m~e ~ mo~ e~ciznh
vo~tiI¢ u~s of Colorado R~er water," said Secre~ Babbi~, who~ Dopu~ Soc~, David
Hayes, is ~gi~.ing in the neg~tions p~e~g. ’�~ ~o~ ongoing ~sou~io~ to ~volop d~il~d
a~oement l~guage, they ~e bulling on a ~¢worg a~men~ roach~ earlier ~is month?’

C~FED BaT-Ddta P~gra~

Governor Davis and Secr¢~ Babbi~ pledg~ to ~lem~ ~ro~¢ss on
Progr~, ~d movo fo~d on k~ demon~. Davis and Babbi~ dirked C~FED agencies to wo~
w~ s~ohol~ ~ a~hiev¢ a ~¢s of~1~n~s to assu~ compIotion of~e C~FED Final P1~
by next
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"CALFED offe~ ~e best hope in decades ~ move beyond California’s historic water wa~ and
resolve i~u~s ~roush ~olla~ration," ~ont~u~ Davis. "B~ ~cco~ wi~ ~qui~ a new,
~pme~nted level of~ffo~ by p~icip~ ~d stakeholders. ~e Iogac), era lasting wamr ~a~ is
wo~ ~� hard work it ~¢s to g~

"CALFED is ed~eal~ impo~t to ~ Clinton A~ini~afion ~d all Calitbmi~s," ~id ~abbi~. "I
am eommi~d to ~ing wMtever it ~s to meet CAL~D’s sch~d~ to develop long-le~ solutions
~ Ddm water and ~system ¢h~l~ses."

~ governor ~d s~ere~ ~s~d ~ ~c� of CALFED developing i~ovative approae~s
the challeng~ of r~mo~iag ~a¢ h~Idt of the ¢~a~ while p~dlng more ~Iiabl~ guppli~ of

cle~ w~r for cities, ~, ~d fi~. ~es, include:

An ~nvirom~ Wa~r A~o~t ~WA), which will provide more fl~bl¢ wa~ proj~
o~tiom to ~o~ fisheries and meet com~pg demands for wa~r ~om ~� ~lm.

An ln~t¢d Storage Inve~igation ~SI), which will evd~t¢ ~e role of s~ ~
~o~dwa~r ~turag¢ h~ pr~iding morc roli~le supplies.

~¢y dir~ted CALFED ~d agency ~ffto develop a f~work for 2~� EWA m~d the
end of~

~e Seereta~ and C~ve~or a~o dlseuss~ p~¢ss on key ~l¢men~ of~ C~D p~g~
incl~ing ~osy~m re.ration, water use efficiency, water mark~g ~d ~sfers. ~ing
quallvy, winched ~d fl~dplain m~gemen~ a~ South Dalm w~er management ~provemen~.

They also discussed ~¢ imwr~¢c of a ~oo~inatcd a~proach to m~a~ng flows for fisheries ~der
~� federal ~n~l VMley Project Improvement Act (C~IA), Intedor will ~n~u¢ to consult
s~te agencies in c~ng ~� fm~ ~ision on implementing ~ C~ "~)~)" provisi~ ~lling
for ~ dedi~tion of 8~.000 acre feet of wa~r for fmh~ ~oses. ~¢y a~eed ~at reg~db~ o~
~ o~om¢ of ongo~g litigation, s~t¢ and fed~l ~encies ~!1 work ~rough U~fiED to
that the imp~*s of lnmrior’s d~clsion m comideted in develooing C~FED’s fi~! plan.

Finally, ~oy a~¢d Sat a �ontinual t~ng occident to state and ~ral ~dhg is vi~l to
sucee~ of the CALFED P~g~. ~¢y a~ ~t ~� fed¢~ Bay-Delta Envko~ml
Enh~cement and Wa~r 8~urlt~ Act of 1996 ~ould ~ ~or~d, ~d ~at sufficient feda~l ~d
sm~ ~nds mus/~ made available for all C~FED Program elements ~ assure bal~ced
impl¢men~tion. The ~ovemor ~d ~at he will urge ~� s~ ~gisiatur¢ to enact a
me~ to prox, id¢ ¢ontinu~ ~te funding for ~� Pro~.

~e CAI..F~,~ ~ay-Del~ ~o~ is a cool.five effo~ ~ong ~ ~d fede~l agencies,.
~kehoid~s, ~d ~e ~blie, ~ C~FED Bay-D~Im P~’s mission is to develop a long-~
¢omp~hcnsiv¢ plan ~t will ~o~e ~cological heal~ and improve wa~r m~gement in the Bay-
D¢I~ system. ~e ~og~ i~ued a ~ plan in June, and public h~rings on th~ plan ~� ~ing
held ~o~ghout ~� State in August mad So.tuber. ~e final C~F~D plan is scheduled
comple~d in ~� Sphng of 2000,
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