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State Water Contractors
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority

June 28, 1999

The Honorable Bruce Babbitt Secretary Mary Nichols
Secretary of the Interior Resour~s Agency
U.S. Depaa-tment of the Interior 1416 9m Street
1849 C Street, N.W. Sacramento, CA 95814
WashinEton, D.C. 20240

Director Nf_zke Spear ’ Director Robert Hight
U. S. F~h and Wddli£¢ Service Department offish and Game
2233 Wart Avenue, Suite 120 1416 9m Street
Sacramento, CA 95825 fiaeramento, CA 95814

Des~ Secretaries Babbitt and Nichols, Directors Han~gart, t-tight, Rodgers, and Spear,

As you are aware, we have been and are still bring confronted with an ongoing water supply
crisis. Continued Endangered Species Act restrictions on Delta pumping, coupled with summer
wnter requirements south of the Delta, could result in San Luis Reservoir being nearly empty
causing severe water qualhy and water supply impacts in our service ~eas.

Information available to us ~om your agencies late Friday is ¢noouraging. We understand the.
most recent monitoring shows Ddta Smelt are not threatened by operation of the federal and
Delta pumps. As a remit, your agencies agreed to continue to inulase pumping on Friday with
the god, barring unforeseen dreumstances, to restore project operations by the end of this week.
We appr~iate the collaborative effort by your federal and state agencies in the last ten days that
led to this decision.

At the local level, our agencies have been working dkily with the D~partment of Water Resources
(DWR) and the Bureau of Keclamation to evaluate and adjust our scheduled summer water
deliveries from the State Water Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) and to
implement local voluntary programs with federal assistance to reduce summer deliveries from San
I.xtis Reservoir.

The most rec,~rt projegtions available from DW1T indicate thsr assu~ng the goal to restore De~
pumping moves ~head as planned together with redu~dous of our summer watgr deliveries from
the SWP and CVP, storage at San Luis Rese~oir may be maintained ~t levels which would
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