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FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT |
BETWEEN THE -
GOVERNOR'S WATER POLICY COUNCIL ox_rmsnm OF CAL!FORNIA i,
« AND THE o SR
FEDERAL ECOSYSTEM DIRECTORATE coe .;_._’-1'-.:;‘;:

' This Memorandum of Agreement (Agreement) is entered into between thc Govamou "t'fi;}
Water Policy Council of the State of Cslifornia (Council) and the Fedaral Eoosystam <L 5"?,?
Directorate (FED). The purpose of the Agreement is to astablish s comprohenélvc program RS
for coordination and communication between the Council and the FED with rospoct to " - : '-Q‘
environmental protection and water supply dependability in the San Francisco Bay, i o

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary and its wattrshod (Bay-Delta Estuary). In partzeular ;"';-:3.
this Agmmant is lntended to provide for increased coordinatlon and communication w!th T
respect to. oo ‘ )
. SUbstantive and procedural aspects of water quality standard setﬂng. .

e lmproved coordinaﬂon of water supply operations with andang?red .- q

species protectlonqu water quality standard compllanco. and '

&  Development of a long-term-solution to fish and wildiife, water supply
reliablility, flood control, and water quality problems in the Bay-Delta™ - -°
Estuary )

R.ECITALS

1. The Agreement set forth ln this document is in acknowledgement of ths critnca!
importance of the Bay-Delta Estuary to the natural environment and economy of California,
in recognition of the multiple, complex resource mansgement decisions that must be made
to stabilize, protect, restore, and enhance the Bay-Delta Estuary, and in apprecistion of the
closs interconnection of Federal and State interests and responsibliiities in the Bay-Delta

Estuary.

. ..',.lg"b

2. In April 1892, Governor Pete Wilson announced a comprehensivs water policy for
the State of California. That policy was aimed at meeting the needs of all the State's water
users for safs, reliable water supplies while mitigating for past water-related harms to fish
and wildlife and restoring and maintaining fish and wildlife populations and habitat,
Govsarnor Wilson placed special emphasis on solving the problems of the Bay-Delta Estuary,
recognizing it as “the centerpiece of California’s most intractable water problem.”

3. As part of his policy, the Governor announced that he would appoint sn
Oversight Council to help guide the State's long-term planning and decision-making process.
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On December 9, 1992, the Governor created the Bay-Delta Oversight Council (BDOC) and
directed it to develop a comprehensive program to protect and enhance the Bay-Deita : i
Estuary by addressing water quality issues, design and operation of water export systems, -.
levee and channel maintenance, and means of protecting the Bay-Delta Estuary and its fish
and wildlife resources. He proposed using the California Environmenta!l Quality Act (Cal. .- -
Pub. Res. Code § 21000 et seq.) and the National Environmental Policy Act NEPA s Av.
(42 U.S.C. § 4321 at seq.) as the planning framework for the decision-making process.

4. Also on December 9, 1992, Governor Wilson created the Cslifornia Water Policy
Council conslisting of representatives of eight Stats departments and agencies with
responsibilities for implsmenting State water policy. Governor Wilson charged the Council
with sharing information and coordinating activities related to the State's long-term watar: i35,

policy. Wi
:“k.§

5. The Governor's water policy also directed the Stato Water Resources Control 'r.ad
Board (SWRCB) to work closely with ths U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to st .
develop interim water quality standards for the Bay-Delta Estuary. The SWRCB released a
draft interim water right decision in December 1992, but subsequently withdrew it. On
March 25, 1994, the SWRCB announced plans to hold additional workshops, and to pupgr,p
a draft water quality control plan for releass in Daceamber 1994. - i

x ,gun»

8. On September 10 1993, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR), U.S. Fish anq 2
Wildiife Service (USFWS), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and EPA signed 1 PR,
Agreement for Coordination creating the Federal Ecosystem Directorate with the goal of .¢;:. -
coordinating Federal resource protection and management decisions in the Bay-Delta Estyary
- and its watershed. Federal responsibilities affecting the Bay-Delta Estuary includa listing :; .
speciss as threatened or endangered and conducting consultations under the Federal - -..:
Endangered Species Act, implementing the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA)
(Public Law 102-578, Title XXXIV), operating the Central Vallay Project, reviswing and,
where necessary, promulgating water quality standards under the Clean Water Act _
{33 U.S.C. § 1251 at s8q.), and reviewing water development proposals under the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. § 661 at seq.}), NEPA, Section 404 of ths Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344), and the Rivers and Harbors Act (33 U.S.C. § 401 at saq.). The .-
Agresment for Coordination also states the Federal agencies’ commitment "to work closely
with all involved agenciss of the State of California and the Federal government so that, to.
the greatest extant possible, our Implsmentation of Federal law in the Bay-Deita Estuary -
complements the State's role in allocating water resources and the Stste's continuing
sfforts to preserve, protect, and enhance the natural resources of the estuary.”

7. On December 15, 1393, the FED announced a series of coordinated actions and
_proposals to protsct the fish and wildlife resources of the Bay-Delta Estuary. These included
EPA's proposed watsr quality standards under the Clsan Water Act , USFWS and NMFS
actions to protect winter-run salmon, delta smelt and Sacramento splittail under the
" Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. § 1531 at zeq.), and USFWS and USBR proposals

under the CVPIA,
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8. Additional water management and resource protaction and management sctions
by State and Federal agencies with responsibility in the Bay-Deita Estuary will be required
over the naxt several years. Close coordination between affected State and Federal
agencies is desirable to achisve ragulatory consistency and certsinty and provide
environments! protection in a manner whlch minimizes impacts on the State's economy and

water rasources
. . : ;9 ¥y

9. There are three areas in which Federal-State coordination and cooperation with
respect to the Bay-Delta Estuary are particularly important'

(P3¢ BN

a. Water Quality Standlrds Formulation. Under the Federal Cisan Water Act %
and the State of California's Porter-Cologne Act (Cal. Water Code § 13000 at zaq.}, the °
SWRCB and the EPA have complamentary and closely related roles with respect to
formulation of water quality standards for the Bay-Delta Estuary. Therefore, coordination
between EPA and SWRCB Is v:tal lf adequate Bavaelta protections are to bs achisved and$

maintained.

Y
-_l.._.:. .

- 1 s

b. Coordimtion of Federal and State Project Operations with Regulatory - "
Requirements. There are numerous hydrological, contractual, and operational oonnectiont
betwean the Federal Central Valley Project (CVP) and the State Water Project (SWP). Thasa
include the Coordinated Operation Agreement, approved by Congress in 1988 (Public
Law 838-548); joint obligations to meat State water quality standards, State water rights
‘permits, and Federal and State endangerad species requirements; and joint ownership and °’
operation of San Luis Reservoir and San Luis Canal (the Joint-Use Facilitles). The pro]ects -
face a sharad challenge in reconciling operational requirements with current and future.* >
" - gtatutory and regulatory requirements, particularly those relating to endangered species énd
water quality. Close coordination is necessary to identify operational issues related to ~ ' **
statutory and regulatory compliance and to provide a forum for addressing problems and

issues promptly as they arise.

In recognition of the complexity of fishery, habitat, water quality, and
hydrodynamic issues confronting resource managers in the Bay-Delta Estuary, State and
Federal agencies have participated for several years in the scientific study effort known as
the Interagency Ecological Program (IEP). The IEP gerves as an example of State-Federal -
cooperation in the Bay-Delta Estuary. Ths IEP data bass and its programs provide a valusble
source of scientific information as sfforts are mads to coordinate operational requirements

with regulatory compliancs.

. Long-Term Bay-Delta Solution. State and Faderal intarests and
responsibilities in the Bay-Deita Estuary are inextricably intertwined in the areas of fish and
wildlifs protsction and snhancement, water quality protection, flood control, and water
supply project operation. There is a shared State-Federal interest in pursulng long-term
solutions that adequately address the multiple environmental, sconomic, and water supply
interests in the Bay-Delta ecosystem. Federal and State agsncies with responsibilities in the
Bay-Delta Estuary must participate. Neither the Federal nor the State government, acting

alons, can accomplish this vital task. .
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AGREEMENT

The Council and the FED agree as follows:

1. We commit to promoting maximum coordinsdtion, communication, and
cooperation among the State and Federal sgencies with interests and responsibilities in tho
- Bay-Delta Estuary within the limits of existmg law.

(LT T ]

2. Ws commit to maeting the requirements of State and l:-'ederal faw in a manner

that considers how tha overall costs in water and dollars for achiev!ng environmental - ;- : s,
protectlon can be minimized. AN . o e ianie
' i ‘&5}

3. We agree that a major goal of all State and Federal reguhtory processeas affectirify
the Bay-Delta Estuary should be " to provide meaningful regulatory stability for beneficial joi%: '1’ -
uses of the Bay-Deita Estuary's resources. We belisve that the best means to this coa!.i
develop a single, cohesive program consisting of water quality standards and other
appropriate actions that meet ali requirements of State and Federal law and whlch will
remain in sffect, absent unfareseen carcumstances. for a period of years.

4. We agree that a primary oomponent of providing regulatory stability is to
integrate current and future implementation of the Federal and State Endangered Species
Acts into a coordinated approach to resources management in the Bay-Delta Estuary. This
can best be accomplished by taking a comprehensive ecosystem approach to the problem:

of the Bay-Delta Estuary.

5. We agres that it is essential for the Statb and Federal agencies with regulatory
and resources management responsibilities in the Bay-Delta Estuary to reach consensus,
consistent with applicable procedural limitations, on the appropriatc levsl! of protection to be

_ achieved for the Bay-Delta Estuary.

8. We agree to quarterly joint meatings batwsen the membership of the Council and
the FED to discuss resources management issues of mutual concern in the Bay-Delita :
Estuary, and to evaluats the progress being made In the areas of water quality protection, -
restoration of ecosystems, operations coordination, and development of a long-term Bay-

Delta Estuary solution.

7. We agree that the Interagency Ecological Program will be used as one of the
sourcas of techanical support for State-Federal cooperative efforts in the Bay-Delta Estuary.

8. We endorse and concur with the points of agro.ement attached to this Framework
Agreement and incorporated in it by this referance as Exhibits A, B, and C, dealing
respectively with: .

® State and Federal Processas for Setting Water Quahty Standards for tho Bay-
Delta Estuary

E—0058609
E-005869



] Coordinating CVPISWP Opemlons Wlth Endangercd Species, Water Qualaty,
and CVPIA Requirements

® . A Joint State-Federal Process to Develop Long-term Solutions for the
Problams Affecting Public Values in the Bay-Delta Estuary.

9. We recognizs that as public agencies we' eath havé specific statutory ‘and
regulatory guthority and responsibilities.-and that our sctions musst be’ consistent with . -
applicable procedural and substantive requimmnts. This ‘Agreement is intended fo be'in "
furtherance of the agencies' discharge of their raspective authority and rospons!b“ltlu. and
its provisions are t6 be intérpreted and implemented ’scoordingty Nothing'in this Agrooment
is intended to or shall have the effsct of constraining br Jimiting the sgencies’In carrying oGt
their statutory responsibilities. Nothing in this Agresment constitutes an admisslori by sny
party as to the proper interpretation of any provision of law, Including, without limitstion,
Clean Water Act Sections:101(g) ind 303, -rior is ‘snything in this Agresmant’intended to,
nor shall it have the'sffect,’of walving o limiting any party’s rights and remedies und&“uh

e "»w
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Ehnabeth. oo Rebe

Elizal%th Ann Rieke
Assistant Secretary for Water and Sciencc

Department of the Interior:

Roger K. Patterson
Regional Diractor

U.S. Bureau ofReclamation ., . .....cccoo.. ”

* ey
ALY

L&(.Jf- J’ﬁ

George T. Fram on, Jr.
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife
and Parks, Departmeént of the interior

Regional D clor

6 U.S. Fisha {d Wildife Service : .

~

Robert Perciasepe
Assistant Administrator for Water
Environmental Proteciitn Agsncy

arcus
Regional Administrator
Enyironmental Protection Agency

Douglas Hall
Assistant Secratary for Oceans
and Atmosphere, Department of Commaerce

Rodney R. Mcinnis
Acting Regional Director
National Marine Fisheries Service

E—005871

Jwe 30, l??’-/

Datcd

Sy *

REN .
040" 3oy ten q;,

Dated’

1

7-29- 99

Dated

E-005871



STATE OF CALiFORNIA

7« /o-ff/

Dougl¥s P. Wh ler XTI SN Dated . ot
Secretary, Calc rnla Resources Agency - e A O
Chair, California Water Policy Council ot

_@nﬁﬂlzv‘j’va . w. - Of3efay.. '
Boyd Gibbons, Director - -~ Dated .

California Department of Fish and Game S e . . .
RN s A e LT
' REINE é ;l 12t 2. d
RIe S 7 5. A

W T 6227-94
* David N. Kennedy, Dirdctor — .-, .Dated .

California Depamnent of Water Resources ... °
o e “ el ..
. e e - - - . b S

odio, Executive Officer . > - - ' Dated
Cahfomia ‘Bay-Delta Oversight Councll

J?%M/W]SM ’j ﬁu‘,@ 5.;/?#

James M. Strock , -, Dated . ‘
Secretary for Environmental Protection .
Celifornia Environmental Protection Agency
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EXHIBIT.A

POINTS OF AGREEMENT
ON
- STATE AND FEDERAL PROCESSES FOR SETTING
WATER QUALITY STANDARDS FOR THE BAY-DELTA ESTUARY

- ~
e

1. EPA has proposed and recsived public comments on draft water quality standards
for the Bay-Delta Estuary pursuant to Section 303(c)(3) and 303(c}{4) of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1313{c){3), (4)). EPA will take final action on the propossd standards by
December 15, 1894, These standards are intended to supersede and supplement 1991
SWRCB standards disapproved by EPA relating to estuarine habitat and other fish and
wildlife uses of the Bay-Delta Estuary. Upon its approval of State-submitted standards
mesting the requirements of the Clean Water Act, EPA wili initiate necessary rulemaking
action, consistent with the Clean Water Act, to withdraw the Federal standards. Prior to
any action on State-submitted standeards, EPA will consult with USFWS and NMFS as .
required by Section 7 of the Federal Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. § 1536).

2. Commancmg with workshops in April 1994, SWRCB will update and revise its
1991 Water Quality Control Plan for the Bay-Delta Estuary, including revision of the State
standards to mseet Faderal Clean Water Act requirements, and will releass a new draft Plan
by December 1994, . The workshops will solicit comments and recommendations from
interested parties on the scope of the ravisw, ths level of protection that should be provided )
to fish and wildlife beneficial uses, the alternatives available to achiave that level of -7

_ protsction, and related issues.

3. The results of this process will be used to prepare a draft water quality control

plan and an evaluation of the environmental and sconomic effects of the draft plan and its
alternatives pursuant to all applicabls provisions of the California Water Code, the Federal -
Ciean Water Act, and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). A hearing will be
held approximately 60 days after the release of the draft plan to solicit comments on the

draft plan. The SWRCB will then consider adoption of the-draft plan at a subsequent public
" meeting. After adoption of the plan and its approval by the California Office of
Administrative Law (OAL), the new or revised water quality standards contained in the plan oo
that are subject to Faderal authority will be submitted to EPA for its review and approval.

4. The SWRCB will initiate 8 water right proceeding for the purpose of aliocating
responsibility to comply with water quality standards meeting the requirements of the Clean
Water Act among the water right holders in the Bay-Delta watershed and to establish terms
and conditions In appropriate water right permits. A CEQA document (probably an EIR) will

be prepared before adoption of a water right decision.

5. The SWRCB will sesk agreement with ths éallfornia Department of Water
Resources and the U.S. Department of tha interior to operate the SWP and CVP to make an
equitable contribution to meeting the standards, starting in calendar year 1995, while the
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SWRCB is working on a water rights decision to equitably aliocate résponsibility among
water right holders in the Bay-Delta watershed.

8. The time schedule for thess State Board activities is provided below.

* March 1994 . Distribute workshop notice Initiating review of the water quality
control plan :

. Aprﬂ-July 1994 Conduct workshops to ucoive lnput on the 1994 foliowing wb]octc.

LS ’and possibly othars:
. K .. IR : : ©odn gt
2kt i Aprll - EPAJFederal Eoosy:tom Directorato proposed standards ' 3%
FRREN - Lavel of protection hecessary for tho Bay-Dolta Estuary’?®: f‘
et 2.2 R LR S - — Wi {'
Teilite” 2 May - "ESAlssues R  Ahudda
Lo w0 o Waestein Delta industrial dwersions SN TR
©osresntio 0o Other Delta divonionl = : A
JURIORE o Str‘pad bass - . REE
O Laisugs
.- + June - Exotic species
ALr - Fishery declines from other causes - e
* -+ . - Operations by CVPISWP for ESA and other spocles of - *
S concsrn -t ek
B - Effects of proiects other than SWP/CVP ;f
. :q.:'-.' ro- " . . PR N . * -! g:'”.
et guly < Potentlal methods of economic snalysis <~ C SO
R v

. - Recommandations for alternative standards
- Interim implementation of standards by SWP/CVP dur!ng
1995 and until water rights decision is implemented

¢ July-November Anglyza data and write draft Wator Quality Controf Plan
1894 . ' T

* December 1894 . - Relsase draft Water Quality Control Plan and Notice of Hearinh to

Conslder Plan
- < Negotiate agresments for oompllance with draft standards dudng

1995 and untll water rights-dacision is implemented (see
footnote #1)

* January 1995 Commence SWP/CVP operations under interim compliance standards®

1. It may be possible for the standards to bs phased, with the initial phass implementsd by the
~ projects during the water rights hearings. Compliance with Endangsred Species Act requirements
affecting the Bay-Delta may result in actions which contribute to of result in meeting the standards’

initial phase. _ }

4. Because of procedural comploxitxos and numbers of diversions affectad, the water rights pfocoa
could take up to two Years to complate.
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¢ Fesbruary 19956
¢ March 1995

Conduct Water Quality Control -Plan hearing -

Adapt Water Quality Control Plan

. 1 . .
June 1995 Commence water rights process
. . o . . T, 0 . .
t . . . . .
. - . . . . P . . .
. . .. W . H ..
. . . ]
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"EXHIBIT B

POINTS OF AGREEMENT
ON
' COORDINATING CVP/SWP OPERATIONS WITH
ENDANGERED SPECIES, WATER QUALITY, AND CVPIA REQUIREMENTS

) 1. Listing of the winter-run Chinook salmon and delta smelt under the State and
Federal Endangered Species Acts has resulted in biological opinions by NMFS, USFWS and
the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) containing constraints on CVP and SWP
operations. Additional listing of other species, such as ths Sacramento splittail, could

require additional constraints on project operations.

2. The 1893 winter-run Chlnook salmon biological opinion issued by NMFS and
adopted by DFG inciudes a reasonable and prudent alternative (RPA) and incidentaf take -
statement that set requirements for' Sacramento River flows and temperature, Delta Cross-
Channel gate opcraﬁon, Delta channel flows, SWP-CVP coordination and cooperation, take
limits, carry-over storage requiremsnts at Shasta Ressrvolr, operation restrictions at
Red Bluff Diversion Dam, monitoring and studies, and creation of a monitoring work group
and an operations and management work group to coordmate implementatlon of tha RPA.

3. Thes 1984 delta smelt biological op!nion issued by USFWS and under
consideration for adoption by DFG includes sn RPA and incidental take statement that set .
requirsmants for transport and habitat flows, San Joaquin River transport flows, late
spawning protection, Suisun Marsh salinity control structure operation, SWP-CVP :
coordination and coopaeration, take limits, monitoring and studies, and provide for creation -
of a8 working group and a management group to coordinate implementation of the RPA.

4. A high levsl of coordination by resource managers, water operators, and
biologists is nesded to provids comprehensive and effective implementation of the complex
requirements for resource protection affecting Bay-Delta resources and the CVP and SWP

operations.

5. A CVP/SWP Operations-Endangered Spscies Coordination Group ("Coordination
Group*) shall be established consisting of representatives of USFWS, USBR, NMFS, EPA,
DFG, DWR, and staff of the SWRCB. The Coordination Group will exchange information
and facilitate the coordination of water project operations with requirements of the RPAs
- under the winter-run salmon and the delta smelt biological opinions, the State and Federal

water quality standards, and the CVPIA. '

6. Issues that may be presented within the Coordination Group include:

-- Review of projsct operations;

-- Review of operating parameters in biological opinions;
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Review of fish distribution and fish papulat!on lovels:
Review of status of andangarad species take;

Review of fish identification procadures: )

Discussion qf strateglas for lmplemantaﬁon of fishery protections to resolve
conflicts between operations, water quallty raqplramants, and fishery needs in

the Bay-Delta Estuary and its watershed; * -

Coordination of the wintsr-run salmon monitoring and operations and
management work groups with the deita smelt management and work groups_

and with ths Interagency Eco!ogical Program; = ce WWLE L L

. wassron of strategm for implementation of Bay-Dalu Estuary ‘itandarda,

celr e e A WS AN

Raviaw of and oommant on the_ shnual CVPlA watar alloeatlon and on ‘other.is

CVPIA activities related tq the Bay-Dalta Estuary auch as the Anadromoua Fish

Yo i e ugets

Restoration Program. and
WIS Ty 220wt ivay

; PR o
Cooperaticn with the lntaragancy Ecological Program as wall as others to -
determine factors affecting Delta habitat and health of fisheries, and to ~:.- "3

SN g te L. N,
Y e - “

identify approprlate corrective measures for the CVP and SWP. .

7. Ths Coordination Group shall meet as naoaasary to aoeomplish ‘the purpom of
- this Agreement.

é

) 8.' Tha Coordination Group shali perfadiaa]lv btavida brisfings on lta .ravlaws. o
racommendations, and activities to the Governor's Water Policy Councif and the FED. The
Coordination Group shall also provide periodic briefings to other Interested parties.

B-2
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EXHIBIT C

POINTS OF AGREEMENT
) ON
DEVELOPMENT OF JOINT STATE-FEDERAL PROCESS TO
DEVELOP LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS
FOR THE PROBLEMS AFFECTING PUBLIC VALUES
. INTHE BAY-DELTA ESTUARY

To secure Celifornia’s water future, ths Council and the FED commit to work
together to equitably reconcile the sconomic and snvironmental values that are dependent
on the Bay-Deita Estuary consistent with lchiaving and maintaining statutory: objncﬂvu.

. The Council and the FED are committed to the principlos detailed heréin. Tam
tonethet. they provide a foundation for a joint process to develop a long-term solution for
the problems affecting public values in the Bay-Delta Estuary. . The process will be assisted
by citizen-advisors gathered from California’s agricultural, environmental, urban and other
affected interests. The process will be administered through cooperative and coordinated
activities of responsible State and Federal agencies, will incorporats full and coordinated
" compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and ths National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and will ensure maximum opportunities for public

involvement.

The Council and the FED jointly commit to the fo!lowlng. ' a
- L o Vsl

Ammummmmmummdmmmvmmw
pmbhm&aﬁacﬂngﬂm&y:ﬂakajsmmpuhlm.\mm These values lnduda .

A. Water quality .

- B. Guarantees for protection of the Bay-Delta Estuary and its fish and wildlife
resources .
C. Effective planning and operation of water export systems

PR

D. Maintenance of Dslta lsvees and channsls

2. Tha Public will have a central rala. A committee of citizen-advisors, representing -

. California's agricultural, environmental, urban and other affected interests will be created to
advise the responsible agencies. This committes will meet the requirements of applicable
State and Federal laws. It will include existing members of the State‘s Bay-Delta Oversight

Council as appropriate, with additional appointments as nesded to snsure balanced

representation. Activities of the citizen-advisors include:

A. Recommend objectives to be met, includmg both the problems to be
addressed and a specific set of objectives. -

C-1
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B. Recommend neutral evaluation criteria to measure the effectiveness of
alternative solutions consistent with statutory and regulatory authorities.

€. Recommend specific solution siternatives to be evaluated in a formal
CEQA/NEPA process carried out by one or more agencies.

D. As part of the CEQA/NEPA environmental documentation process,
recommend the I?est solution slternative for Implemantation by the appropriate agencies.

3. ' ., ,
mxhin_tha..CEﬂAINEEAimmnnn:k. To assure thoroughness. objactwity. and crodibiﬂty. the

comparstive evaluation of sslected solution alternatives will be conducted within the
CEQA/NEPA framswork. This will ensure that all reasonable alternatives will be fully and
fairly considered, and that formulation of the solution altematives and-the detailed study of

them will occur in 8n open fomm. : -

- —y Tha Agencies also comrnit to thc provicion of

information to the citizen advisory committee. The Bay-Delta solution-finding process will
also utilize the ongoing interagency Ecological Program as an additional source of

appropriate tachnical support.

5. Ihe Bay-Dalta solutian-finding process will be linked_to_the Centcal Valley Project

Improvemant Act and othar angning processes. The CVPIA is major legislation influencing

. .. 'the management of the CVP, the single largest sourcs of developed water in California.
Management of the CVP is linked to operation of the State Water Project through the
Coordinated Operation Agreement, through operation of Joint Use Facilitiss, and through

. joint obligations to meet water quality standards and endangered species requirements.
There is a long history of joint planning and cooperation betwesn the State and Federal

governments regarding operations In the Delts. Whers appropriate, implamentation of the

CVPIA and the Bay-Delta Estuary solution-finding processes: will be closely coordinated to

support and complement one another.

Finally, similar coordination will be developed betwecn the Bay-Delta solution—ﬁnding
process and other exnstmg State and Federa! progums fccused on the Bay-Delta Estuary.

6. .lmplemem.aﬂnn. The State and Federal agencies commit to develop as soon as
practicable such details as sre necessary to commence joint management of the long-term
solution-finding process. In the interim, the FED agrees to cooperates, as appropriate, with

the State’s current long-term solution finding process.
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