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METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Office of the Gensral Msnager

May 12, 1999

Mr, Stein Buer

CALFED

1416 9™ Strect, Room 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

De_ar Mr. Buer:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Features of the South Delta
Improvement (SDI) Alternatives presented during the South Delta Public Meeting held
on April 30, 1999. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California is supportive
of proposed SDIs, however, we do have some concerns with features that introduce
operational criteria inconsistent with the current Bay/Delta operating requirements.
Additionally, we look forward to the review of the modeling demonstrating the overall
benefits of the alternatives.
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Featurs 24, SWP operations prior to completion of new intake and fish screen, raises

concerns. The specific criteria for this feature are inconsistent with existing Bay/Delta
standards and go against CALFED's efforts to enhance flexible operations of the State

- and Federal facilities through an Environmental Water Account. The existing Bay/Delta

operating requirements are based on D-148S, D-1422, winter-run and Delta smelt
Biological Opinions, and in conformance with the December 15, 1994 Principles for
Agreement (Bay/Delta Accord). Additionally, there have been extensive efforts by

the CALFED Operations Group to coordinate the nesds of urban, agricultural, and
environmental uses through flexible operations with an Environmental Water Account.
Introduction of additional “rigid” regulatory constraints threatens to destroy efforts to
reach a mutually agreeable solution. Furthermore, no scientific justification has been
advanced for such criteria. Implementation of any such additional criteria should come

~ via the Environmental Water Account, and must take into account CALFED’s overall
" phjectives of improving water supply, water quality and the environment. Specifically,

the following criteria should be removed from feature 24:

(24c) “Use of the increased diversion capability in February and March only if the
previous day’s QWEST is positive and is calculated to remain positive during
the current day’s increased diversions.”
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(24d) “Limit the increased diversion capability in February so that the increased
diversions do not result in a daily E/I ratio of greater than 35 percent.”

(24¢) “Limit the increased diversion capability in March so that, except in wet and
. above normal years, the increased diversions do not result in a daily ¥/I ratio of
greawman,?_l_)pment_"’

(24g) “Ramp up increased export capacity in July so that increased exports beyond
currently allowed levels-areless than 1,000 cfs in the first ten days of July, and
2,000 cfs in the second ten days of Jaly.”

(248) "Increase average daily exports of up to 8,500 cfs through the existing radial
Late intake to Clifton Court Forebay, in phases, corresponding to progress with
ecosystem restoration.”

Feature (24b) needs better definition of the phasing and how the progress with ecosystem

restoration would be measured. Water users are axpecting the increase of Banks average
daily exports of up to 8,500 cfs in the near term. The increased export capability is
nesded to provide Operauonal flexibility to benefit fisheries, water quality and water
supply. CALFED should not hnmper the development of the EWA and continuous
improvements of water quality and water supply if land use issues or other problems delay
the ecosystem restoration program.

Feature 14 should also be removed because it introduces more stringent operational
constraints based on an approach velocity of 0.2f/s. Approach velocities are not currently
vsed to restrict pumping.

We look forward to firture progressof the South Delta Improvements as these features
add flexibility to the system that will be critical to the success of an Eavironmental Water
Account, as well as CALFED's overall success. If you have any questions please feel free
to contact me at (213) 217-6052.

Very truly yours,

Stephen N. Arakawa
Assistant Chief
. Planning and Resources Division
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