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Governor's Natural Resources Budger

Improving and Protecting California's * - - - -

Environmental Infrastructure

Fuanding for Parks, Farmland, Wetlands, Lake Tahoe, Forests, Flood Control, Water

Svstemns, and Coastal and Ocean Resources

Governor P2te Wilson's 1998-99 bud-
gel. seizing long-awaited opportunity in
the state’s booming sconomy. focuses on
:mproving and protecting California’s be-
ieaguered 2nvironmental infrastructure.
from che orystal waters of Lake Tanoe o
rhe coastal wetlands of Southern Caiitor-
aia.

The spending plan aims to spruce up
wom state parks facilities. restore dis-
:urbed salmon habitat. conserve crop-pro-

SAVING THE
SALTON SEA
Cormorants nest
at the Salton
g - Sea, where the

s salt build-up is
. . _an eco-disaster
, <¥>=XZain the making.
{ Photo courtesy of the Regional Water Quality
Cu.mrol Bourd, Palm Desert)

See story on page 6
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ducing farmland. and provide greater pub-
lic accass 1o coastal attracrions.

Major Initiatives

The speading plan calls for major ini-
fatives to 2nhance. preser~ 2, and protect
natural resources of the coast and ocean.
watersheds. Lake Tahoe. and implementa-
tion of Natural Community Conservation
Planning - NCCP). the nation’s model for
balancing 2nvironmental protection and
economic development.

“This budget will achieve long-standing
premier goals to improve and protect
California’s environmental infrastructure
and invest in a high quality of lite into the
21st century,” Secretary tor Resources
Doug Wheeler said.

Improving Watersheds

Under the Wilson administration. Cali-
fornia has ambraced 1 watershed manage-
ment approach to conservation. demon-
strating that it is possible to manage natu-
ral resources in cooperation with stake-
holders on a tandscape scale.

The Watershed Inttiative provides sig-
atficant tunding to advance objectives of
the Governor’s Watershed Protection Pro-
gram. which is designed to improve.
streamline. and coordinate state activities,
and delivery of state resources to commu-
ity groups and locual governments.

Spectticully. the pudger calls tor 339
adhion for local techaical assistancz. in-
cluding $7 milhion authorized by the Leg-
tsfaturz fast sear for Department of Fish

See BIODIVERSITY, page 4
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As 1998 untolds amid the storms of El
Nine. it could for other reasons be antici-
pated as the “Yzar of Water™ in Califor-
nia. given the magnitude and statewide
impact of several crucial events over the
coming mogths.

Aul areas of the state are likely to be
affected. frrom North Coast salmon-
spawning straums. 1o the San Francisco
Bay-Delta eswary. Lake Tahoe. the Sac-
ramento and San Jeaguin Valleys. and the
Colorado River basin in Southern Califor-
aia.

* Decistons now :n the making will affect
the future allceation of ‘water among com-
peunyg interasts. assure water quality and
environmentai protzction. and demon-
strate Califomie’s commitment 0 2C0sys-
fem management.

Working Together

These decisions. monumental n their
long-term effects, wiil result from a col-
laborative procass umony focal, state, and
federul zovernment 2zeneies and aon-
Jovernment interasts concerned with 2n-
sicoamental and doonomie cutcomes.

The Cahitoraia Biodi zrsity Councl
fosters coiluboration and a sproit of coop-
¢ration amony its members, who oversee

see CHAIR, page 2
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Taard Soen Erman, director of
Lae Jenrers for Water and Wildland Re-
wurces 1t the Untversity of California.
Duanes

Fisi and Game will recaive 31 million
¢ prov e bological and ecological fish
and vidhie xpertise to community wa-
tershed Zroups. training in watershed
dssessment. restoration. and monitoring;
de -“vpmcm of watershed ecological

neact and recovery models. and moni-
r.u,rmg. species recovery.

In addition. $931.000 will enable Re-
21ienal Water Quality Control Boards to
assess and prioritize water quality prob-
lems within targeted watersheds and find
the best solutions at least cost.

Governor Wilson also proposed an
environmental infrastructure bond for
Watershed. Wildlife and Parks Improve-
ment and a Water Management Bond to
further improve water quality, ensure a
safe, reliable water supply, improve
levees. promote conservation, and meet
other objectives of his water policy and
work.

Bond measures must be approved by
the Legislature and the voters.
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Protecting Lake Tahoe

‘To fulfill California’s commitment to
fund its share of a 10-year $904 million
Environmental Improvement Program
EIP) for Lake Tahoe, Governor Wilson
has proposed additional funding of $11.5
million for budget year 1998-99 and $95
million in his environmental infrastruc-
fure bond tor subsequent years.

Under the EIP. California is respon-
sible for 5274 mullion over the next de-
cade, with the federal government sup-
plying about $300 million, Nevada pro-
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fChrormia’ s mest nagneiicent aatural
reasurss amunst croson, e pollution and
wher contaminants that are slowly degrad-
iy the water quality and robbing the take
ity clariesy” Wheeler sard.

News of the tunding was ¢ncouraging to
members ot the Lake Tahoe Transportation
ind Water Quality Coaliton who are sork-
N cooperaitveiy on vavs to safeguard the
2nvironment and tounst-dependent
2conomy.

“The community is very excited.” said
Stan Hansen, vice president of Heavenly
Ski Resort. “Our No. | goal is to protect
and enhance the water quality of the re-
gion. and there is an outstanding commuit-
ment among the local folks. Governor
Wilson has stepped up to the plate. and so
has Governor Miller (of Nevada). We're
now waiting for the federal government to
put money in its budget as well.”

Steve Teshara. who represents Nevada’s
gaming industry on the Coalition, said be-

+ sides laiching onto funding, the stakehold-
! ers must work togcthcr to get the work
{ done. - .
“No one agencv dcpartment. or cnmy in
the public or private sector can do it alone.
They must do it as a partnership.” Teshara
said. He cited the California Tahoe Con-
servancy as “a model program” of public
| and private cooperation to accomplish en-
vironmental improvements. The Conser-
vancy acquires, restores, preserves and en-
hances land and wildlife habitat in the lake
basin, curtails erosion, and increases public
access and recreational opportunities.
The $11.5 million for budget year 1998-
99 would be used to acquire and restore

key wildlife habitats, implement high pri- -

sheds, and improve recreational opportuni-
tes and public access. )
Funding would provide $721,000 to
Tahoe Regreen, a multi-agency program
that restores forest health to reduce fire
danger, plus secure two more California
Conservation Corps crews and provide
program support at thc Conscrvancy .
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environmentally sensitive lands, enhance -
1 habitat conservation programs.
ority soil erosion control, restore water- -
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5.5 00 0 he State WV oer Resenrsos
Controt Board to reestabiin - vater gua.-

Hy o noaonny statons cor alzae, sediment.
mrogen. ind ohesphorns.

The 395 mulhion in Head funcing vouid
2nabie the Conservanc:
1ctes of wetlands and inscail 40 Tuies of
readside dratnagze and 2roson soniris pra-
serve and restore 4p o 20 miles of
instream fisheries abitat and 1,360 acras
for wildlire: and 2stabiish new public ac-
cess sites. among other objectives of the
Environmental Improvement Program.
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NCCP

Natwural Community Conservation Plan-
ning { NCCP). hailed as a national land-use
planning model. attempts 0 reconcile
competing demands of environmental pro-
tection and economic development.

Governor Wilson's proposed budget for
1998-99 provides $20.6 million for NCCP.
including $10.9 million to the Wildlife
Conservation Board to acquire coastal sage
scrub and other habitat in Southern Cali-
fornia and $5 million to the State Coastal
Conservancy to acquire and restore coastal
wetlands and watershed habitat in San Di-
ego County. Another $3.6 million goes to
the Department of Fish and Game to help
local governments implement NCCP plans.
and $1.1 million will provide the Depart-

~ ment of Fish and Game with permanent
NCCP staff support.

The Governor's proposed environmental
infrastructure bond contains $95 million to
acquire and protect wetlands, ripanan ar-

| eas, and critical wildlife habitat, consistent
' with resource management efforts such as
NCCP, coaservation banking, and other

e g —

NCCP projects are underway or bcmg
implemented in San Diego, western River-
| side, Orange, and Los Angeles coundes.
3

Ocean and Coastal Protection
California’s ocean and coast are amoag

| its most magnificent resources, generating

y an estimated $17 billion from major ocean-

i dependeat industries and providing more

M .
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Funding includes:

« 36.3 million for the interagzncy
Southern California Weatlands Tlearing-
house 10 acquire. restorz. and 2ahance’
coastal wetlands through 1 comprzhen-
sive science-based program.

An additional $109.060 would nelp the
San Francisco Bay Conservauon and De-
velopment Commission promote mitiga-
rion banking.

« 3105.7 million 0 the State Coastal
Conservancy to plan. destgn. construct.
and maintain public acc2sswars along the
coast. including 3100 million tfrom the
proposed environmental infrastructure
bond and $3.7 million in the budget. The
pend also would provide 510 mullion for
coastal land acquisition. restoration. and
management by the Santa Monica Moun-
rains Coaservancy. '

+ $3.6 million for marine management.
including $1 million for the Department
of Fish and Game’s newly established
Murine Region to better protect living
marine resources and manage manne
habitat, create artificial reefs. increase
inspection, and bolster enforcement. The
remaining $2.6 mullion would expand
understanding of nearshore and reet spe-
cles and create a nearshore database.

« 31 3 mithon o the State Water Re-
sources Control Board to rmprove souastal
auater quality, including SUmilhon o
Jdeal aith nonpont source pollution from

. w
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agricuitural and arban runcft and $300.300
10 2xpand coastai water menitening. assess
fish contamination. and survey rezional
impacts of iand-pased peilutien on marine
fife.

[Improving Parks and Recreation

Calitornia State Parks will come in for
some iong-nezded capital :mprovements
this vear, thanks to a heaithter econom:.
that promises mere funding than was ar-
fordable durning the {ean vears of the earlier
1990s. when operationui needs aere para-
mount.

Former State Parks Director Donald
Murphy says Califorma’s great purks are
sutfering from 4 hacklog of derzrred main-
tenance often not visible 1o visitors, '

A taxpavers we pave all made a tre-
mendous mvestment (0 our park system.”
Murphy wrote tn Cal-Tax Drgzst. “To en-
sure that our chiidren and zrandchiidren
benerit from this investment, 42 must pro-
vide the necessary tax dollars 10 maintain
this Investment for future Zenerations.”

The bBudyget provides 3249 mullien
rehabthitare pubite facthities ar ~tate sarks.
~edcnes and campdrouiads. §ae snsren-
mental pretection ~ond Vol Sresde -
ctner SIE mdhon totackie ‘e 2arss -
trustructure Dackioyg
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Preserving Farmiand

Recognizing that farmiand loss re-
duces California’s crop preducticn and
threatens its S22 Siifwen agricultural

oncmsy. the Gesemnor doosted funding
‘or farmland protection 33 percent
327 miilion, which &l 2nabie the De-
parrment of Consertaton (o doubie Az-
ricuitural Land Stz ardship Program
CJUISILON OF 2asements that praser.2
furmiand.

“The time 15 rigzht ror Calitornia to
put the henefits 3f 0> Deominyg aConom:
back 1o work rebuiiding the aawral re-
sources inirastruciure and stabuizing o
ror the future.” Dirzctor Larm
Golezbund ot the Depurtment ot Con-
servation said. W e aan e the aation’s
No. L furm zeonLmy o onptribuning )
percent of the nubion’ s dgricultura 2x-
ourt, and farmung s the Nov ;nncrtbu-
€ 2COMML O Ur St
<rdtion AF purticuiar

(L

wor o Che
Farmland cons
cone2m in he o
whers populaten zrowth s axpected o
shreatzn the Surmiand hase,
"H.~:wr'g;xil' IR (SN

rop-rich Centrai Valles.
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