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Another
Delta
canal
option

Three plans up
for consideration.

By Dennie Ofiver
STAZF WRITER

“ The contentous political
bickering that bas driven Call-
fortia water policy for 139
years is either about to end in 2

accord or explode intn

Jl-scale fighting, _

Setting the stage Manday.
state and federal offictals un-
vetled three final alternatives 10
restore the Sscramento-San
Joagquin Delta from decudes of
decline caused by over-zcalous
water diversiony to cities and
farms. )

Among the threg propnssis to
save the [ragile Della - the
source of 80 percent of Califcr-
ma's drinking water — i8 .one
that includes (he core of 4 mam-
moth project votcrs refected 16
years ago: the Peripheral Cxnal.

That opton oalls for a cenal
that 1a 42 miles long between
Hood and the Clifton Forebay
scuthwest of Byron, where glant
pumps send Delta water south

The path 1s the same 3 the
$1.3 billton Peripheral Canal, a
concr=ie-lined ditch as wide as
a 12-lanc freeway, rejected by
voters in 1982, Notthern Cali-
iornta voters averwhelmingly
cpposed the canal, fearing a
water grab by the south.

A decision is expected by late
summer after & series of public
hearings around the state. Nec-
essary paperwork is vould push
the approval imetablc to ycar's
end.

Sipre 1994, representatives
of government agencies, urhan
water companies, the agrroul-
ture {ndusty and environ.
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Delta: Plans
may fgrpe
bargaining
+Gontirued from NEWS-1

mental groups have been trying
{m hammer out a2 Deita “fix”
jadroed  at belancing  human
‘water needs with those of the
| suvironment.

;! The flnal optionz werc an-
nounced by CALFED, a federai-

state parinérship agency created
ito oversee long-t-tm solutiong
. for the Delta what has been

{w fuur-year marathon of tech-
| aical srudiea. workshups, public
Ehmxngl. apd political pos-

yjfuring.
. In addition to the canal idea.
(hew reservoirs and enbance.
iqoenc to exis channels also
‘‘are (0 the nux of opyons.
I, The undeslying Idea 18 tc
spend up to 8105 bililon w
keep. fish awimming and
spawning happily while at the
‘same Hme watering Central
Valiey farms and keeping taps
Juoning in the urban ceaters.
Sowe 22 miton people get
ithetr drinking water frum the
{Deita, and the farm industry
that dependr nr the water iz
wed 824 billlon annually.
' The question of how to do
;that, however, could spawn a
cuew cra of buwlding canals and
[dams —~ and wguing over
i whether more wawr irop the
cnarth  ahould be should e
. shirred south, bome o 75 per-
i cent of the state's approximately
- &3 militon restdents,
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. “This might force people t©
‘sit down and bargain rea-
rsonably, or it mght e the
water wars agalu,” wald Bill Jeo-
imings, who hcads thc Delta-
iKeeper program, which,
{‘monitors water quality and pal.
lution at the center of the state.
+"Usuaily, when [t comea down to
jpeople versus fish, the fish are
Hgolig W luse.”

4" Dan Macon, head of the Cali-
wfornia Farm Water Coalition,
.1said expanding water atnrage (s
\icritical - & conteption environ-
: m%tlattausts are gearing up to as-

+ S8 .

“Weve got 10 find some way

to increase the slee ol i ple we
divide up,” Macen said. “There's
going to be a certain amount of
{ political posturing over this now
I'that (the options] have been
j made public,” ,
L Government otticials insist
theyie sunply Uyng to make
modeat improvements to the
water disiribution m to e
commodate people and fish.
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