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Agencies
unveil three
alternatives
to fix Delta

B Hecarings will be held o
help reach a consensuson a
solution that is beneficial

to fish, farms and ciuss

INSIDE

Plan 50 .mprove the Delta by mndx-
iag wetiands our of a farm island
runs into stiff apposition. Page A3

E’z Denis Cuff
ES STAST WRITER

SACRAMENTQ — Taree decades
after making the Dalta the spigot of
the world’s biggest water delivery
system, state and federal agencies
Monday unveiled thiee vptions to re-
pair narm to figh, tap water safety
and supplies.

New comes the tough part of get-

ting urban, farm and environmental
leaders to agree in a few months on
the best uption.
. The chcices invoive wideniny,
¢channels in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin River Delta or building a
acaled-back version of the Periph-
eral Canal that stoked a water war
16 years go Yoters rejecied & canai
plan in 1882, ard it has taken polii-
~iang and planncrs since then to pre-
nare for anather effart. . ..

Cn Monday, 15 staté and federsi
agencies in a ream called CALFED
rolied out the three options ‘or 75
days of public review and hearings
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before a June | comment deadline

“The hard 'wnrk is just beginning.
There :s something in this p.an for
everyone o love, somethiag for
everyons ‘o hate, something for
everyune to fear” ssid Felicia Mar-
cus, the U3, Environmental Profee
tion Agency ragional acministrator.

.Gov. Pate Wilkan said he in deter-
mined *o see & preliminary decision
mace this summaer, in time to con-
s.der funding reservoir planning costs
in & Nuvember weter-bond measure.
Whtaon said he wents & final CALFED
decision on the books by the end of
the year, his last in affice.

“Now we have the options. it's
time to accelerste,” Wilson told &
press conference he called before re-
lease of u 3.300-page snviror.menta.
ro:cm on the three platu, “We need
a fix for the Delta to provide a reli-
able water source for fish, farms and
factories, and .. ‘o provide water to
22 nmillion Californians.”

Environmentaiists and Rep.
George Miller, 2-Martinez, com-
plained CALFED is paying far too lit-
tle: attention to congervation, water
pricing and water sales ag alterna-
tives (0 expensive reservoirs or the
Petipheral Canal.

*“Such a strategy could substitute
concrete for suund planning and
hard menagsment decisions, and

vuuld revive the controversies, sut-
sidies and staiemate of Caiifornin was
ter wars,” Miller eaid.

“We don't naed to capture more
water, We need to capture more sav-
ings," said Jackie McCort of the
Sierra Club.

All Lhree options call for new
rescrvoirs to atore winte: fiows when
fiah are least vulnarsble to being
killed in: state and federal pumps that
send Daita water to consumers from
Livermore t5 San Diego.

The optiens <all for eaving the
Deita largely unchanged, widening
chaanels to make them more fish
friandly. or huilding a 43-mi'e Periph-
eraj Canal 10 deliver nigh quaity Sacra-
memno River water to the Delta pumps.

Lhe environmental report makes
nuow recommendation, but it rates the
canel 23 the “technoiogically” besl
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sption ¢ gke drinking water safer
and reduce deaths of endanguered
figh thst ¢an lead regulstors to cut
s8¢k water supplies.

Lester Snow, CALFED's executive
director, 22id his team is loolung inte
the pessibility of “staging” its plans
ac reservoirs might be bullt only af-
ter steps had becn taken to reduce
or manage demand.

"We have some time to stage
things Ever if we had a reservoir
plan taday, it would take 12 years be-
fure you'd see it,” Snow 8

Representalives for urban and
farra warer supplios said they weiw
encouraged hy CALFED’s work, al-
though they weren't happy wirh all
the options.

Contra Costa Water District
spusesman Al Donner sai¢ his
agency kas strong reservations about

the canal option because it does lit-
tle to mee: CCWD's goal of fresher
Delta water more protected frum sex-
water intrusion.

Tim Quinn, deputy general man-
ager of the five-county Metrcpolitan
Wa.er District based in Los Angeles,
said his district haso't picked its fa-
vorite pian, but he said the canal de:
livers (he sufest waier with the low-
sst levels of a cancer causing
chemical called bromate.

State Sen. Jim Costa, D-Fresna said
California must fix the Delta or drink-
ing water will Zet nc healthier, supplies
10 mare aependable, and saumon Wil
conlinue » dowiward spiral. .

‘e cannct afford to fail,” said
Costa, & key figure in state negatia.
«ions. “This is our iast best chance
10 restore the Delta and address our
water needs.”
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| - Through Delta system  Levees are cet back to

B Widers channeis ard ficods Here young tish find food
islands. This slows down and and piacas to hide,
freshens Delta water ficws and .

improvaes fish habitat. ‘

Effect: Improves Deita water

- Dual plumbmg facnhty

B Allows export pumps to take water
gitner from Peripharal Canai, which
bypasses the Deita, or directly from
Clifton Court Forabay.

Effect: Improves refiability and safety cf watsr bsing excorsa
south. Mmrmzas figh doaths in pumps.
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- Existing Delta conveyance

4 B Enlarges Old River |eading to ths expert pumps. .
2 M Channels remain largely the same
Effect: Flesults show little change.

@ Flow controls
Seasonal shutcowns would
% allow mlgratzng fieh to pass \
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