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State water proposals inciude scaied-down cana!

By Bill Ainswaorth
STAFF WRITER

Marzh 17, 1998

SACRAMENTO -- State and federal officials yesterday called the introduction of
tnree proposals to fix the San Francisco Deita and improve the water eupply of
Southern Califernia a milestong in California's water history.

What they didn't say is that the most amkitious -- and some say favored -- project
would look like something they'd rather forge:: the old Peripheral Canal, a proposal
tnat was narrowly defeated in 1982 after a divisive water war between Northern and
Southern Califernia.

They are s¢ fearful of evoking memories of the last water fight that they are calling

the

scaled-down canal an "isolatea facility.” Ihey insist the project -- a 44-mile cana!
to convey water around the eastern side of the Delta -- beare only passing
resembiance to the old caral.

‘This isn't the same proposal” Gov. Pete Wilson said.

Wilson and other officials spoke yeslerduy at news confarences o unveil three
proposals from CalFed, a joint s:ate and federal agency that has worked for thres
years to improve the state's water supply and restore the Delta's ecosystem.

Wilson said the proposais are the product of an "unprecedented coalition” of federal
and state agencies, agricultural and urban water users and eénvironmentalists,

"This may be our last opportunity for cecades ‘o solve Caifornia's water problems,”
said state Sen. Jim Cos‘a, D-Fresro.

The CalFed report outiines three alternatives: make smail improvements to Delta
channels; make larger improvements and add storage facilities; or build a 44-mile
canal with significant new water storage.

Officially, loccal, state and federal officials insisted :nhat they didn't have a favored
alternative, but they said the isoiated facility would provide the highest water
quality for Southern California and the most reliabie supply.

it would also help reduce the number of fish that are caught in the water transfer
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system.

*It would provide betier water quality for users scuth of the Deita," said Gordon
Hess, director of importea water for the San Diego County Water Authordty.

Moving water in a channel that skirts the Deita woulc keep the water from

intaracting with
drainage from cities and farms and sea water that gets lapped up in the Delta, thus
reducing the amount ¢f harmiul salt and bromides the water picks up on its journey

south.

The San Francisco Delta supplies the drinking water for more than 22 miilion
Californians as well as most of the water for the state's $24 billion agricuitural
industry. San Diego County Water Authority gets about 20 percent of its imported
water from the San Francisco Delta.

Hess said adding more storage capacity through the construction of additional
reservairs is critical to increasing the supply. "There's a iot of water now that you
could collect and save in storage for times when conditions are drier," he said,

Uniike the Perlpherai Canal, this new proposal cannot move as much water from the
Deita and includes a comprehensive program to rapair levees, improve the habitat of
threatened fish, bolater flocd contrel measures and add storage facilities.

But many Northern Californians might still be suspicious of the proposal because

they fear it
would reduce the quality of water within the Delta and allow for the removal of more
water.

The cost of the proocsed improvements range from $8 billon to $10.5 pillion over 25
years.

Those custs will be plcked up by the state and federal government and the users of
the water, said Lester Snow, executive director af Ca'Fed.

John Garamendi, deputy Interior secretary, said the federal government has already
pledged $500 million to resiore the Deita's ecosystem, matching the amount the state

plans to contribute.

Garamendi said the plan is "well on the way toward the development of a new water
ethic” in
California that benefits all interests.
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Environmentalists, howaver, criticizea the CaFed propoeals as "a repackaging cf
tired ideas,

rather than fresh thoughtful solutions."

Ronnie Cohen, of the Natura! Rescurces Defense Council, ¢rticized the report for
asking

agricultural users to conserve only 1 percent af their current water use. Farmers use
85 percent of the state's water supplies.

"It seems like an over reliance on traditional dams and concrete canals, rather than

proven
conservation methods,” she said.

CalFed officials plan to seek publ'c comment on the plans during the next 75 days at
a series of 12 mestings, including one on May 12 in San Diegce. They will then issue a
report in the fall.
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