
CATEGORY I I I

Title:             Water Diversion Screening

Applicant:       California Department of Fish and Game
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, California 958!4

Project Descriptiom amd ?rimary Biological/Zoological Objectives:

The California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) requests
funds to install suitable fish screens on selected water
diversions. The screems will be constructed using the latest in
fish screen technology and will meez ~he criteria established by
~he DFG and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for
screen struczure and placement. There are four subprojects
located on the Sacramento River, tributaries to the Sacramento
River, and the Suisun Marsh.

I~plementation of this proposal will result in reduced
entrainment losses at water diversions of special status species,
juvenile salmonids and o~her anadrDmous and residen~ fish
species.                                                                             ,

Project Approach and Schedule:

The DFG has identified water diversions that are considered
to be a high priori~’ for screening. The DFG will assist in
desigr, selec~ subcontractors and in some cases build and install
~he screens u.sing DFG personnel at these sites. All necessary
environmental documenns would be prepared and required permiUs
obtained during the planning process.

Project J~stification:

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program has identified fish entrainmenz
from unscreened or inadequately screened water diversions as a
major s~ressor contributing to the decline of priority fish
species. The proposed projec~ wou!d reduce entrainment and
provide working examples of fish screen installations ~o promote
~u~ure projects.
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or 9reviling labor wi!l be requlred. The iL’;er~Lcn c%’ner ~LLi be
requested to assist in operation and maintenance far the life cf
the fish screen. On DFG water diversicn~, ~he 2FJ ~’iLL maln~ain
the screens.

Applicant Qualific~tioms:

The DFG has been active!y constructing and maShzainin~ fish
.screens since ~he early 1950s, The DFG has ~hree screen sho~s

that operate over !00 fish screens of various sizes and
configurations. DFG personnel aZ these insza!ia~ions are skilled
in all phases of fish screen construction and maintenance. DFG
pe~so~,ne_ have remained current .l... ~he la~es~ screen ~echncioq’y
through ~raining courses and the es~ablishmen~ of a statewide
fish screen committee.

Project Evaluation:

The efficiency of the fish screens will be inspec:ed for
compliance with current DFG and NMFS fish screen criteria. A
fina! project report will be prepared and submitted upon
comple~ion of all the project tasks.

Lo~al Support and Coordination with Other Programs:

There are hundreds of unscreened wa~er diversions in ~he
Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan f=~o~ study area. Local
State and Federal agencies as well as private landowners and
water users are becoming increasingly aware of the need to reduce
entrainment of fish in water diversions. This is particularly
true with ~he increasing number of fish species being lis~e~
under State and Federal endangered species ac:s. i~ is important
that the DFG ~gke a leading role in screening priority water
diversions as well as providing examples cf the latest in fish
screen technology for other programs to follow.
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