Supplemental Notice of Intent (NOI)/Notice of Preparation (NOP)
for Preparation of a Joint Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement/Envnronmental I Impact Report
(EIS/EIR) for the
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

FEDERAL CO-LEAD AGENCIES: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wil Wl|d|lfe Serwce Bureau of Reclamatlon National
Marine Fisheries Service,:National Re:

STATE LEAD AGENCY: California Resources Agency

COOPERATING (FEDERAL) / RESPONSIBLE (STATE) AGENCIES: U.S. Forest
Service, California Department of Fish and Game, State Water Resources Control
Board, California. Department of Water-Resources

SUMMARY: The CALFED Bay-Delta Program is a joint effort among state and federal
agencies with management and regulatory responsibilities in the Sacramento-San

Joaqum River Bay-Delta system of Callfornla :Fhep1=rn=ra1=y—geal-of—t-lﬁe~Pfegfaﬁﬁs—to

addresses four prlmary resource arees ecosystem quallty, water quallty, water supply
reliability, and system vulnerability.

The original NOI titled, “Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental
Impact Report on the CALFED Bay-Delta Program, San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-
San Joaquin River Delta, California’ was published in the Federal Register on March
13, 1996 (vol 61, No. 50) The NOI summarlzed the CALFED Program, the

,,,,,,,,

Programmatic EIS/EIR to suepeﬁ include the preparatlon of—the a Habltat Conservatlon
Plan (HCP) as defined undar Section on 10 of the Federal Endangered Species Act

‘ }. The CALFED agencies intend to prepare an HCP and the State agenmes
k@@ly for an incidental take permit, pursuant to

nd the Callfornla Endangered Specnes Act (CESA). ?hesevécc%s Both
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speciat-status fhreatenad and endanasred (or liste

process enstres- [s_inter [ {o.ens se that the effects of the mmdental take are
aVOIded mlnlmlzed or m|t|gated to the extent practrcable ¥he—statute—requrres~thatThe

environmental impacts of agency actions. An EIS will be
and an EIR prepared pursuant to the California EnVIronmentaI Pohcy Quahty,Act
CEQA Loevaluate potential impacts associated with the actions

within an HCP and subsequent issuance of an incidental take permlt

Upon receipt of an application or.request for i@ﬁincidental take permit the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service (Services) must evaluate
whether to issue an incidental take permit for the Bay-Delta Program under section
10(a)(1)(B) of the FESA and the California Department of FISh and Game (DFG) must
evaluate whether to isste-a-managemen atthorizattonunder-sectior 08 C

& authorize take |

alternatwes as part of the Bay-DeIta Program and the action of the Serwces issuance
of an incidental take permit and DFG’s approval of a management authorization. If a
HCP is approved and an incidental take permit issued, nonfederal members of
CALFED would receive assurances, pursuant to the Department of the Interlor s No
Surprlses Pohcy Asstir vie i c

the HCP process Wntten comments should be sent to CALFED by October -
1997.

A-seties-of Three CALFED status/HCP and:NEPA.
to solicit public input. Specific dates, tlmes and Iocatlons of these meetlngs thl be sent
to individuals, agencies, and organizations on the CALFED mailing list and will be

published in local newspapers prior to the meeting dates.

- September 9, 1997, Los Angeles, California

- September 16, 1997, Redding, California
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tober1, 1997, Sacramento, California

ADDRESSES: Written comments on the proposal to prepare an HCP for the CALFED
Bay-Delta Program should be sent to:

Ms. Sharon Gross, CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, California 95814

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. Sharon Gross at the above address;
telephone: (916) 657-2666.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Proposed Action

1.

The CALFED agencies will develop an HCP and certain nonfederal
CALFED agencies intend to apply for an incidental take permlt
pursuant to section 10 of the EESA

. 2. and on the unique crrcumstances of each specres
assurances must be consistent with the requirements of the State
and Federal Endangered Species Acts and other applicable laws.

The Programmatc EIS/,@F{ for the Bay-Delta Program WI|| mclude

HCP and Progr lrnatlves for the purpose of the Servrces
determination on whether to issue an incidental take permit.

The HCP will include, among:ether things, an adaptive
management plan and monitoring requirements.

B. HCP Options

The CALFED agencies are considering several options for the structure of
an HCP.
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1. Standard HCP: Develop a comprehensuve HCP that would address

2. Phased HCP with Conditioned Permit: Develop an initial HGP for
the Bay-Delta Program which eevers addresses all known actions;

SR RS,

subsequeﬁi-supplemental HCPs {and appropriate CEQA and

n mmdental take pefmit for the whole Bay Del’ta Proﬁgfafn V\”;vould be

issued-uponcompietionof the-initialHHEP; the permit would be

condmonedto me effective in stages correspondlng to

stages.

3. Phased HCP with Permit Amendments: Develop an initial HCP for
the Bay-Delta Program which covers all known actions; subsequent

lemental HCPs {and appropriate CEQA and. NEPA

lance) dectuments would be developed in the future as

unknown/undefined program components became defined (same

as option (b) above). An incidental take permit, covering only those

actions incI d in the initial HCP, would be issued upon

as supplemental HCPs were

g rove —‘Nﬁ—Sufpﬂses'— Assurances would be
provided to»fappropnate entities only for that portion of the overall
Program as covered by each permit or amended ‘permit
amendment:

C. Scope of Comments

1. The CALFED agencies are seeking comments on the HCP options
outlined above and are seeking comments on additional ideas for
HCP options not discussed above.

2. The CALFED agencies are seeking comments on assurances
provided in conjunction with an HCP, pursuant to the Department
of Interior's No Surprises Policy, which would be given to non-
Federal participants.
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