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20 Plans to Solve Om~ ~o~ =ow ~ey ~e =ei~e~ em
~ doing nor r~ing out ~y op~on. ’

~d they pr~ ~e proc~ ~or

Delta Water Wars element. ..
"We’ve seen a posi~ve rec~

t~on to td~ o~ eco~ogic~ r~tora-

All proposals try to bale ~ce Beh~, executive d~ector o~ the
Bay ~titute. ’~e tact that ~a~

n̄eeds of people, environment
~e process of f~d~g a corn-

" ~e go~ of ~ch plan ~ to solve mort solu~on to the del~.~e~a
B~ Alex Ba~ . four problem: ~prove ~e del~began ~ December I~ ~th ~e¯ ~n~le ~ W~ter " ~ a habi~t ~or e~gered ~hsig~g o£ a ~torJc agreement by

~ter eight mo~ o~ bra~-spec~; p~eve~t the ~urther ~tru-e~onme~, c~ti~ ~d
~tor~g, ~e~era[ a~d s~te o~fi-sio~ o~ salt water i~to the dell;"ers. ~at accord created a te~ o~:
ci~ marked the £~st major m~m~cve~e water supp]i~ ~or cR~seve~ ~e~eral a~d s~te agencY.,

~o~e y~terday ~ a rem~k~blea~ ~a~; ~d stre~he~ leve~c~11ed the Ca~ed ~ay Det~
proc~s d~ig~e~ to e~d the lo~g-to prevent ~oe~g. gr~, to ~a~t ~ l~t o~

~g wa~ over water ~ the" Some i~e~ ~e common to a~with ~put ~ro~ ~e major

S~cvame~t~a~ ~o~q~ K~ver~e p[~. For ex~p[e, each ~-
Del~ clud~ r~toration of wfldl~e habi- Through a seri~ of public

"    Progr~s came in the form of 20 ~t, water co~ervation project,, workshops, the program’s next
propcsa~ d~igned to better ac- f~h screem on water pumps and step ~ to narrow the number of
co~odate the nee~ of people emergency me~ures to deal with plans down to eight to 12 by the
and the en~ronment ~ the de!l, newly introduced speci~, thud week of March and to pro-

duce a short l~ of three alterna-a 7~squarmmfle maze of sloug~     Many p[a~ a~o involve more rive plans by late May. Those
and marshes where the s~te’s two ambitious water project, such ~
major river systems converge and new cana~ and reservoirs, which then undergo more ememive envi-
mee~ ~RR Fraac~co Bay. are anathema to environmental- ronmentaI review.

Each of the pla~ is a d~ferent ~m. ~ong the more dramatic sm
package of solution, from the rel-lutions on the ruble:
a~ively ~expe~ive -- such as re- ¯ Construction of an additional
stor~g riverbank habitat for on. storage r~ervoir south of ~e de!-
dangered f~h ~ to the very costly ta to capture more water dur~g
~ such ~ new muitibffiion doll~ wet years.
canals down the e~t and w~t ¯ Buil~B a new canal along
sid~ of the Sacramento VaHey. the Sierra foothills from Lake Oro-

’~ demonstrat~ the rangeviHe in Butte County to Kern
of optio~ that ~ available to meetCounty to provide water for farms
the nee~ of water supply and theand f~heri~.
bay-delta," said Douglas ~eeler, ¯ CreaUng a chain of lak~ in
secrem~ of the state Resources~e Delta by pumping water over
Agency. "Step one h~ been ac-the leve~ onto the ~lan~. The
compl~hed ~ a ve~ profe~ionallakes would ~cre~e water storage
ma~er." capacity and add to the to~ ~et.

~e delta ~ t~e heart of ~e lands habi~
state’s Rube Goldberg-like system Not included among the 20
of water project. Water ~ divert- plans ~ a pe~pheral canal, which
ed from the delta to far~ up andwould rake water .from ~e Sacra-
down the Cen~ Valley, and itmento River above the del~ and
pro~d~ some.or ~1 of the ~k-channe! it south. The ~nal w~ de-
ing water for two of every t~ee feared by voters in a bitter.1982
Cal~ornia~, from ~e Bay ~ea to election. The pla~, however, do
Los ~gel~. include s~ed do~ versio~ of

the canal.The det~ is a~o a critical ecru
system, particularly for the sal. Enviro~en~l~, who have
mort ~t ~grate through it on
~e~ way to and from the sea.
~eir numbers ~ve been ~
steady dec~e s~ce the state’s
huge del~ pumps at Tracy were
switched on ~ yea~ ago.
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