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COMMENTS ON DRAFT CALP~D WATEI ~UAL~TY PROGRAM

PrepaEed by Victor de Vlaming
State Water Resources Control Board

I. Page i: Wi~h regard8 to ~he modeling technical support
~eam-lt is important ~ha~ any wa~er quali~y models which are
d~veloped b~ t/%orou~hlM validau~d with real-li~e ~oniu~ring
data.

Page I~ From my reading, i~ is not clear how all the
programs and reports m~n~ioned on uhis page relate to one
another. No~ is i~ clear from where and how (i.e., various
ways) projecns/studie~ or action inems will be submitted ~o
nhe WQTW~ How were and who originated the "s~udies
currently planned a8 parU of the Common Water ~uali~y
Program?,’

pesticide Reduction by Source Control

I. Include the S~aue Wa~er Res~rce~ Control Board in points
#5, 6, and 7.

~. Thi~ action MUST include ~velopme~ of new alu~rn~tive
agricultural p~ac~ices. Al~ernauive practices involvln~ ~h~
non-use of ~es~icides should he included in this i~em. So,
include ~vel~pmen~, evaluation of suc~e~s (in ~er~s of pes~
control and wa~er qualiUy pro~ection), and ou~each of
alternative agricul~u~al practices designed ~o reduce
offside movemen~ of pes~icides. Inclueion of outreach i8
essential!! ~urther~o~e~ ou~reachmue~ incorporate
notification of ~rowere, irrigators, pesticide advisors,
applicators, e~=. that there ARE pesulcide-caused wa~er

~quality problem~. Many of ~he8~ entities ara completely
unaware that ~here is a pes~icide-~aus~d water quali~y
problem.

Source Control by Watershed Management

I. Clearly, ~h~s aczion item should be coordinated and
integrated wi~h source control ~f pesticides and financial
incen£ivee for IPM for agziculture.

2. Outreach MUST be a componen~ of ~his acuion item. See my
comments on outreach under source con=;~l of pesticides,
above. Al~ernative practices have little or no p~en~ial
for suucess unlese interested and affected par~les
comprehend tha~ current practices are resul~Ing in water
qualluy problems. A~ this time, affected par~ies do n~
have uhls comprehension.
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Toxicity Testing and Toxicity ~dentifica~ion Evaluations {TIEs)

XU is ~oxiciuy testing which has and will determine
compliane~ with Regional Water Quality Conu=o! Board
~oxici~y waner quality standard~. I~ ~s TIEm which have
been an~ will be ~o successful ~n identifying ~h~ ch~mlcal
causes o~ toxicity in ~oxic wa~er quali~y samples,

Toxiui~y nests are ~he only relat$vely rapid integrative
measure of all directly acting ~oxic chemicals in a water
sample. All o~her tes~s/m~asures are chemical specific
(i.e., do not measu;e addi~vi~y). Toxlciny tests are the
only measure of aquatic organism response ~o wa~er samples
and the only means of measuring bioavailabili~y of
chemicals.

FUnds f~r SWRCB and Regional Wafer Quality Control Boards to
monitor ambi~n~ wa~ers for toxicity and to perform TIEs
o0n~inue ~o decline, It is imperative ~hat this action i~m
be a high p~iority so that improvements (or further
degradation) in water quali~y du~ ~o a~ions taken can be

Financial Incentives for ~PM

I. ~ncentives other ~han financial (e.g., good s~ewardship)
should be included in Uhls action item.

GENERAL~ I wan£ to emphasize ~he imper~ance of keeping Action
Items #31, II, and ~2 in ~he priority list, For ~he SWRCB, these
are extremely critical actions which our budse~ cannot currently
cover
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