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Govemor Pete Wilson L& L@D

Tuly 16, 1997

State Capitol Building ' . ’*;l‘:v\

Sacramento, CA 95814 PRt 7
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Dear Govemor Wilson, i N/Q O_O&d

To the coming months your administration will be malking critical decisions regarding Califoruia's
implementation of the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). We, the undersigned

organizations and individuals, write today to urge you to fully utilize all of the tools provided by

the SDWA to insure that our drinlong water receives the highest possible level of protection at its ‘I b(
source. Protecting and restoring rivers, aquifers, and wetlands is the simplest and most

cost-effective way 10 insure high-quality diinking water to all Californians. Tor this reason,

watershed and wetlaads protection advocatces, consumers, populations vulperable to health

problems associated with contaminated water, physicians and other care providers, farmers, and
environmentalists have all endorsed this approach.

Reccntly adopted amendmoents to the Safe Drinking Water Act significantly increase the capacity

of staies and water systems to protect drinking water at its source. The Act firmly establishes

intent to adopt health protective standards, to guide systems towards 2 multi barrier approach to
protect drinking water and increase the focus on prevention. In particular, the SDWA now ?\
includes provisions which protect source water, increase public awarcness and participation in
protection efforts, and require public notification of imminent health risks. Consistent with this
approach and these provisions, we urge you to take the following steps in order to protect our

drinking water.

- - kw
1. Make the assessment and protection of source water a high priority. \’3() P(v
Source water protection is e first and often most effective barrier to drinking water @ \\
. [4 . * *ue_ & L
contamination. By protecting source waters, the need {or expensive new treatment facilitics andG' (o

otier infrastructure can be greatly reduced, thus Jowering the burden on communitjes and
laxpayers over the long run. o

A one time only "set aside” for source water assessment js available in fiscal year '96/'97's State
Revolving Fund allocation. This means over $10 million is available for California to find threats
to drinking water: the first step in an effective source water protection program. We urge the
state to set aside the maximuni allowable funds available this year to do the required planning and
assessment for this critical component of drinking water protection.

N

2. The public has a right to know and participate. -
Only when the public is fully informed of all the thyeats to their dvinking water will we have the
Jevel of citizen participation needed to safeguard our drinking water for the furure.  Key choic
are being made in every community that can affect people's lives, and the federal Jaw states tha
the public has the right 10 know and participate in these decisions. Groups representing water
consumers, public health advocates, and environmental interests mugt be actively engaged
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{liroughout the implementation process.

A. clear and specific stunmary of the source waier assessment that lists major current and poteuntial
polluters and is accomopanied by a map should be disclosed via an aunual report distributed to all
water consumers. Detailed background information data imust be made available to the public on
request.

We urge the state to set aside adequate funding from the State Revolving Fund to assure
meaningful outreach, travel assistance, and other associsted expenses as source walcr protection
plavs are developed and implemented so that water consumers, public health advocates,
vulnerable populations and environmental groups can fully participate.

Finally, clear gnidclines should be given to water systems for the adoption of emergency public
uotification procedures to advise 2nd wamm the public, with specizl attention to vulnerable
populations, 2s a final barrier, in the event that water borne pathogens or other contaminants pose
an imminent health risk.

3. Provide funds for projects that address the most serious existing health risks.
Recognizing that Congress has only appropristed a fraction of the money needed to bring all
existing state water systems into compliance with current drinking water standards (and those to
be adopted under the 1996 Amendments), we urge that priority be given to funding for projects
that improve water quality in existing water systems. Water projects designed primarily to supply
or attract new residential development should not be eligible for funding from the State Revolving
Loan [Fund. Additionally, special atteution should be given to funding drinking water protection
efforts in disadvantaged communities, many of whom suffer from the worst veater quality.

TN

4. Protect the Delta, instream flows and drinking water.

Compliance with drinkiog water standards sbould compliment, not coropromise, proteotion and

restoration of the Sacramento Delta. Preventing pollution and protecting water at its sonrce is a

far preferable and more cost-cffective approach to ensuring safe drinking water than diverting stjll

more water from the threatened Sscramento Delta. Such an approach enhances environmental

\ quality and biodiversity while allowing natural filtration 1o purge remaining harmful contaminants

(_from our water supply.

To the extent to which funther steps are necessary to meet state and federal drinking water
standards, other treatipent options, such as GAY, reverse osmosis, and micro filtration, should be
pursued and given priority for funding. While expensive, these aptions may be less costly and
provide greater assurances of long-term protection than do isolated facilitics in the Delta.
Protecting drinking water quality must go hand in hand with preserving and restoring important
aquatic habitat in the Bay and Delta, as well as riparian ccosystems throughout the state.

5. Measurable, Specific Results Ynsure Accountability.

While some flexibility is necessary in a state or Jocally bascd drinking water program to address
specific problems and 1o take advantage of opportunities, there should be safeguards that prevent
taxpayer dollars from being wasted, All programs should have «pecific, measurable and
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meaningful goals for improving drinking water quality. Measurable reductions in contaminant
levels, or elimination and containment of potential contamination sourccs are good examples of
such an approach. Dewmonstrated reductions in waterbome disease outbreaks or endemic diseases
are another. Monitoring should take place before, during, and sfier the adoption of all safe
drinking water projects and programs to casure that measurable results are achieved.

We urge you to use the full powers of your office to provide for clean, safe drinking water and
the protection and restoration of our rivers, aquifers, and wetlands.

On behalf of the undersigned organizations,

iongitel

Program Dlrector
Clean Water Action

944 Market St Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94102
415-362-3040

Rob Sabados
ACT UP Golden Gate

David Jenkins
American Canoe Association

Jim Edmondson
Cal Trout

Robert Black, M.D.
California District, American Academy of
Pediatrics

Andy Igrejas

California Public Interest Research
Group

RNIC ZT77 TLoO

Sophia Kwong
AXDS Project Los Angeles

Barbara Vlamis
Butte Environmential Council

Jane Williams
California Communities Against Toxics

Sam Schuchat

California Y.eague of Conservation Voters

Ryan Henson
California Wilderness Coalition
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Patricia Clary
Californians Yor Alternatives To Toxics

Ruth Gravanis -
Campaign to Save Czlifornia Wetlands

Warper Chabot
Center For Marine Conservation

Jobn Buckley
Central Sierra Environmental Resource
Center

Florence LaRiviere
Citizens Conunittee to Complete the
Refuge

Trish Mulvey
CLEAN South Bsy

David Zwick
Clean Water Fund

Anne Riley
Coalition to Restore Urban Waters/
Southwest Office

Donna Meyers
Coastal Watershed Council

Cathy Tvers
Communities For a2 Safe Enviroxunent

Elizzbeth Anello
Contra Costa Water Water District®,
District 1

Dan Silver
Endangered Habitats League

Bill Walker
Environmental Working Group

* for identification purposes only
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David Chatficld
Californians for Pesticide Reform

Rinku Sen
Center for Third World Organizing

Luke Cole
Center on Race, Poverty, & the
Environment

Kathryn Dresslar
Children's Advocacy Institute/ Center For
Public Interest Law

Glenda Edwards
Clavey River Preservation Coalition

Marguerite Young
Clcan Water Action

Patrick Lynch
Clearwater Revival

Kathleen Van Velsor
Cosstal Advocates

Michael Belliveau
Communities for a Better Environment

Neil Gendel

Consumer 4.ction
Lyn Taylor
Ecology Center
Joy Williams

Environmental Jlealth Coalition

Peter Dobyns
Friends of Garcia River
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Mclanie Winters
Yriends of Los Angeles River

Ron Bottorff
Friends of Santa Clara River

Arthur Feinstein
Golden Gate Audubon Society

Karyn Gill
Lesgue of Women Voters of California

Frances Spivy-Weber
Mono Lake Committee

Ronnie Cohen
Natural Resovrces Befense Council

Zeke Grader
Pacific Coast Federation
of Fishermen's Associations

Geri Almanza
People Organizing to Demand
Environmental Rights

Gregg Small
Pesticide Watch

Gary Patton
Planning and Conservation League

John Merz
Sacramento River Preservation Trust

Frank Cinl
Save the American River Association
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Ralph Nobles
Exiends of Redwood City

Betsy Reifsnider
Fricnds of the River

Bradley Angel-
Greenpeace

Rochelle Nason’
Yeague To Save Lake Tahoe

John McCaull
National Audubon Socicty of California

Tim McKay
North Coast Environmental Center

Linda Conklin
People for JXealthy Forcsts

Marcia Ishii-Eiteman
Pesticide Action Network

Robert Gould, M.D.
Physicians for Social Responsibility,
Greater S F Bay Chapter

Paolo Apular
River Park Garden Club

Craig Breon
Santa Clara Valley Audubon

Jackie McCort
Sierra Club
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l.aurel Ames

Sicrra Nevada Alliance

William Richards
Smith River Rancheria

Barbara Miyamoto
The Ethnic Coalition

Tim Ramirez
Tuslomne River Preservation YTrust

Henry Clark
West County Toxics Coalition

Rev. Dr. Benet Luchion
Zero Tolerance Toxic Campaign

cc. Robert Hultquist, DIIS
David Spath, DHS
David Kennedy ,DWR
Robert Porter, DWR
Phillip Wendt, DWR
Rick Woodard, DWR
Robert Perciasepe, USEPA

Alexis Strauss USEPA Region 9

Judy Bloom USEPA Region 9
Senator Costa
Senatorl.ockyer

Scnator Sher

Senator Thompson

Senator Watsan
Assemblymember Bustamente
Assemblymember Gallegos
Assemblymember Wayne
Assembly Health Committee

ID:916-653-5699
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Ted Suuth
Silicon Valley Toxics Coslition

Peter Reich
Surfriders Foundatdon
Sau Francisco Bay Chapter

Jody Sparks
Toxics Assessment Group

John Beuttler
United Anglers

Jocelyn Whidden

Womens Cancer Resource Center

Assembly Evironmental Safery and Toxic Materials Committec

Lester Snow, CALFED
Eyron Buck, CUWA

Jean Auer, EnviropjBental Water Caucus
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| CALFED
Bay-Delta FAX TRANSMITTAL
Program
DATE: Thursday, July 31, 1997 Number of Pages: 7

Including Fax Cover Shoet

TO: Carol Howe!
Organization Montgomery Watson

Fax Number: 916/924-9102 Phone Number: 916/921-3509
FROM: Rick Woodard e-mail: rwoodard@water.ca.gov

Chief, Water Quality Program

FAX Number: (916) 653-5699 Phone: (916) 653-5422

Address: 1416 9th Street, Room 1148, Sacramento, CA 95814

Comments:
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