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MEMO~NDUM ......

To: Rick W~dward, Water Quali~ Program Manager
CALFED      . ~

SuNe~ Commen~ on Revis~ D~ Issue Paper =CALFED Role ~nd Policy w~ Respe~ to
Joaquin River Wa~r Qual~

~e pu~sa of ~is ~mo is ~ ~nvey EPA’s ~mments on the ~30/97 D~ of ~e San Joaquin River
~r Quali~ Issue Paper. I apologue ~ ~e sight ~rdine~ in submi~ing our commen~ ~ you.

This revised d~ff is ~inly imp~ ~om its previous vemion. We have a number of con~ms
some of~e tevis~ te~ which are d~led

¯ ~e m~s a~d mspcnsibilt~es highlightS, in ~is paper is somswh~ ~n~si~g, For example,
first ~o bulle~ on page 2 s~te ~at "CALFED ~11 assume z leademhip role in ~cili~ng

~ imple~n~tion..,~ Does ~is mean CALFED agencies, CALFED staff, or some an~dpated fu~m
CALFED inst~u~on?

¯ ~e paper i~ent~es ~e San Joaquin Valley Drainage Implemen~on Program (SJVDIP) as
p~m~ en~ addressing ag~cultuml drainage i~ues in the sho~-te~ and embraces
app~ (bullets ~ and 9). ~e CALFED agencies should be provided tn~a~on about
effo~ of the SJVDIP and, in pa~icular, i~ 1997 A~ivi~ Plan (refemn~d and endomed in built
~) to decline whe~er we want ~ endome ~eir approach and "facili~te its implemenm~on’.
Such an action should be ~ken through ~e official CALFED cha~nels (~e Pmg~m Coo~ination
Team, Managemen~ Team and Poli~ Team).

¯ This p~er makes no men,on of ac~i3~ cu~ent~ underway involving ~e 3m~lands By~s=
Proj~ which is also addressing agricultural d~inage issu~ in ~e shod-term.
Bureau of Reclama~on and ~e San Lui= Del~ Mendota Water Autho~ nego~ated an ~mement
allo~ ~e interim use of a po~on of ~e San Luis Drain to ~nvey agficu~ml d~inage ~ter to
a tdbu~w of the San Joaquin R~er, by~ssing we~ands areas in ~e Grasslands Water Die.t.
Under ~e ~s of ~is Use Agr~ment, the d~inem ~ave fo~d a .joint drainage
agre~ ~ m~t increasingly s~ngent selenium load targe~ over a pe~d of five yearn, and well be
govem~ by a Waste Dis~arge R~uimment issue~ by the R~ional Water Quati~ Con~l
Boa~. ~em ~s n~ a Grasslands ~emight Commi~ee, comprised of ~nagem ~om ~e
Bureau, Fish & ~ldl[fe Sewice, EPA, Depa~ent of Fish an~ Game, and ~e Regional Boa~ th=
mee~ quavery ~ oversee ~e Bypass project, use of ~e drain, and compliance wi~ the ~s of
~e agreement. At the ve~ leasL ~is e~ shouid be des~bed in the te~ on page 2 and
inc~ud~ in bullet ~ on page 3. We or ~e Bureau (who is the lead agent) ~n provide much

~- ~m ~tion ~ga~lng these

~e p~r should also desmibe some of the Regional Wa~r ~oard’s activiSes in this area. For
e~mp~, in addison to ~e[r paRicipa~on in the Grasslands Bypass Project, ~e Boar~ s~ff have
p~p~ a to~l m~imum monthly load ~MML) for ~lenium for ce~in reaches of the San
Joaquin River.
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We are concerned w=th the language in the sixth bullet (page 3) that CALFED will suppc~ "!990 ¯
Plan recommendations that are currently being implemented...(or) that have Ioca~ and SJVDIP
support." The actions included in the 1990 Rainbow Repor~ represent a package of many actions
addressing a range of approaches; it {s inappropriate for CALFED to now pick and ct~oose only
certain actions that ~ parties endorse. If we want CALFED to select or incorporate certain
actions into the program, the CALFED agencies nee~ to conduct a thoughtful and careful analysis
of the original package of actions and determine for themselves which actions to include. In
pa~cular, the issue of land retirement- which was part of tl~e 1990 Rainbow Report- is one that
merits further discussion and consideration amongst the CALFED agencies.

!j.i~i/,i , The eighth bullet (page 3) states that CALFED endorses and supports the MOU on efficient
/~ ~_//..I~ agricultural water management practices "as a means of implementing the source control

Y.~:I recomrnendations of the 1990 Plan." This statement could be intei’preted to mean that CALFED
.~ ~:,.~ agencies view this as ~ means to accomplish source control, which is not the case. This

,/-,.’.) \ expanded.

~ ¯ The third bullet (page 3) discusses adopting "an overall watershed approach for encouraging

~) i
comprehensive ,o,utions to...water quality problems...’; truty comprehensive solutions should

~/ !’ address more than just water quality. We suggest the following additional language for that bultet

/~/~~_.i ¯ ~-~
ot another bullet: "CALFED will promote on-farm management practices that reduce chemical
inputs that may impact water quality while improving agricultural production."

We app~ciate the opportunity to comment on this issue paper. We look forward to seeing a~other draft.
that addresses our concerns and would be happy to work with you on the redraft. A~ always, please feel
free to contact me for further information or clarification at (415) 744-2019,
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