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'S. D. Murrill & Co.

—Ayng
Aprll 9, 1987 —_— ;
F Vot Serley,
Mr. Rick Woodard :

CalFed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Sth Stireet

Room 1148

Ssoramento, CA 86814

Dear Mr. Woodard,

The following comments pertain to the draft document “Priority Water Quality Subject
Areas and Recommended Selection Criteria for Early Project Proposals for Ecosystem
Restoration”, dated March 31,1987, These comments are submitted on behalf of mysaeif

and the members of the Waler Quality Task Force of the Wastemn Crop Protection
Assooclation.

Under the heading: Priority Watesr Quslity Subject Aroas

item 2 reads: Reduction of the pesticides Chlorpyrifes, Carbofuran and Dlazinon
in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers end Dsita from surface agricultural dralnage
and Deita Island dralnage.

As | stated In my presentation to the Water Quality Technical Group on April 1, we

believe it is potentlaily counterproductive for a policy such as this to focus on specific \(ﬁe\/\
chemicals. It's like focusing on the symptom and missing the problem. Chiorpyrifos, n S
carbofuran and dlazinon are not the problem. Tha problem is not any spacifio chemical,

its an agronomic and chemioal management problem. The Rice Pesticide Managemant

Program, as run by the Depariment of Pesticids Regulation in cloge cooperation with the

rice industry, demonstrates how wlse and careful management of pesticides and cultural

practices can have a substantial positive effect on water quallty. This program has

managed to reduce the chsmical ioading In the Sacramento River from rice pesticide use
by over 88%.

Keep in mind. too, that banning or restricting the usae of a particuler chemical may have
unintended congequences. For example, restricting dormant spray use of chlorpyrifos
and dlazinon may reduce water quality problems but it will cause an Increass in use of
pesticides during the growing season. One dommant spray application would probably be
replacéd by two or thres In-aeason cover sprays. Because of the timing, it could
potentially increase pesticide exposure to fleld workers compared to a dormant spray.

We belleve that a generic approach would be more appropriate for setting your priority
abjectives. Additionally, & generic approach would fit battar with the concept of kesping
the Daita ecosystem heaithy by dealing with the root problem not the symptom.
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y Aptit 9, 1887 Comments: 3/31/87 Draft Priorities & Criteria

We suggest the following language to replace item 2:

tem 3 reads: Reduction of Dlazinon and Chiorpyrifos, nutrlents, salinity,
dlasoived oxygen, turbldity and metals In urban storm water runoff,

For the same reasons mentioned under item 2, we suggest the following language to
replace your ftem 3:

e

i
{Undorthe heading: Recommended. Project Selection Criterla — pmgédsd%

- You have suggested that praposals cannot be for;
- Implementing projacts for which other funding sources are avallabla.

This Ie commandable in that it makes an effort to avoid wasting CalFed money. However,
v you should consider the possibliity that money that Is available elsewhers may not be
Qe - granted to the prolect at issue. If the project Is worthy of funding according to the

o purposes of CalFad, it shouid be glven serlous conslderation. Rather than
disqualification, maybe the policy should promote a negotiation with the other funding
gource to develop & parmership or cost sharing approach.

. We suggest you first consider projects on thalr merit. Then, If other funds are known 10
be availabls, CalFed should work with the project spongers and other funding sources to
develop & partnership or cost sharing relationship.

We appreciate having the oppartunity 1o present thase comments. If you have any
questions or would like to discuss this iurther, pleasa don't hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,
8. D. Murrill & Co.

S oM

Stephen D. Murrll)
Principal

cc: Jim Gray, Wastem Crop Protoction Association
Dr. John Jachstta, Chair, WCPA Water Quality Task Force

8. D. Mwurxill & Cao. 816-429-065%0
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