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CALFED Bay-Delta ~r~
Wa~er Qu~i~ Tec~ Group
1416 N~ S~eet; Ste 115~
Sscr~ento, CA 95814

De~ ~udy:

~ere have been s~ver~ disc~sions.~n ~e C~FED Wa~cr Queli~ Tec~ Group
~e approp~t~ess of using ~e ~C~ ~d ~e re~o~l boards’ 303(d) lis~ ~ ~e b~is ~or
designa~g imputed wa~erbo~es ~d ~e cons~tu~m responsible ~or the imp~en~. Rccemly,
I prep~d a se~ o~ co~ p~ent ~o ~he problems ~ how ~e 303(d) list is ~velop~
have been submitted to sewr~ of the region~ bonds in response ~o ~e ~ques~ ~or co~n~ on
¯ eir ~vised ~a~ 303(d) list. Enclosed is a copy o~e commen~ ~ I subdued to ~e S~
Region~ Wa~er Qu~i~ Conuol Bo~. ~es~ co~ents ~e applicable ~o ~1 region~ bonds, i.e.
~1 waters ~ ~e

~ As I ~ve co~ented e n~ber st CAL~D WQTO m~e~, ~ diseasedin

~~" ~/-~e attached ~~, ~e b~ic ~proach ~ is being used to develop the 303(d) lis~ is ~ec~c~ly
invalid in a n~ber o~ways, ~ most impo~ of which is ~e ~s~pfion ~ a ~er~dy is
imp~ed if ~e~ is more th~ one excee~ce of a water quality s~d in ~ee ye~s. ~ose

/ f~ili~ wi~ how ~ US EPA cd~a ~d s~ds ~e d~veloped ~ow ~t ~ f~w ~xceptions,
¯ ~ is ~ossly over-protec~ve. ~is m~es the 303(d) list m ~reliablc li~ of ~ly ~paired
wm~bodies, s~ce m~y oft~ impa~ents ~e a~ini~a~ve in naive duo to the overly-prote~ve
ch~c~stics of~e US EPA ~r qu~i~ criteria. If those who ~voca~ ~ing the 303(d) list and
¯ e ~sociated "cause" of ~c l~g ~ a list of consfim~ that ca~e impai~ent of Delta ~ters
md i~ ~bu~es would review how t~ list is developS, ~ey could ~ders~ why ~ 303(d) list
md ~e ~sociated p~et~s is not m approp~ate b~ for ~o~ula~ng C~FED pro~s in
~ter.q~i~ ~g~ent ~e~

~e C~FED Wa~r Query M~gem~t pro~ should not ~s~e, ~ is being done now,
tha~ a waterbody on ~e 303(d) list is imputed, wh~e ~s imp~ent repres~ts m ~ea that should
~ceive CALFED ~d~g for con~ol of the comfituents r~sponsible for the imp~ent. If
CALFED is to develop a tcc~ly valid wat~ q~ity mmagement pro~, it ~ll be necess~
to c~tic~ly ex~inc whe~er ~e waterbodies md the ~sociatcd con~n~ on the 303(d) list
~rcsem real use imp~en~ or simply reflect ~minis~a~ve excee~c~ of wat~ quality
critedgstmd~s. Failure ~ adopt ~is approach could readily ~sult in CALFED spending l~ge
~o~ts of~nds inappropriately, whioh will have li~le or no impact on the beneficial uses of the
Delta md i~ ~so~ces.
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If you or others have questions or comments on my comments on this issue, please bring
them to my attention.

Phi), DEE
Copy to:    R.. Woodard

L. Winternitz
L. Snow
I. Brims
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