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Overall Water Quality of Upper Newport Bay                            Exe~.ave Summr~                       ~o
As part of an upp~" Newport Bay war.shed-based water quality evaluation and management

p~ogram a review of existing informadon on tbe wa~r qualit~ chara~eristi~ of Upper Newport
Review of Existing Evaluation Monitoring Water Quality Data Bay has been conducted. AsummazToftl~f’md~t~sispresentedbelow. ,~.
Shows That There Are Insufficient Data to Determine If Real ~.q~UcToxidty
Aquatic Life Toxicity-Related Water Quality Impairment Occurs

Previous studi= (conducted in In 1992 and e=-ly 1993) o~ Sm Diego Cred~ waters as ~
enter Upper Newport Bay show that aquatic life toxicity was measured in the Creek waters.

"Excessive" Levels of Heavy Metals in Tributary Discharges Th=e studies were limited to two samples, where tbe cause of~s toxicity was not
to Upper Newpod Bay Relative to Water Quality Cdterla Putrid, chemical analysis of tributazy watez a~l Bay waters I~ shown that the conc~ntraions

of some heavy metals with potential to cause aquatic life toxicity, were present ia excess of
No Information on Whether Heavy Metal Exceedances Uuited States Environmental Protection A~eucy (U.S. EPA) water qu~llty criteria. There is,

therefore, a potential that these exceedances of the water quality criteria may represent toxicRepresent Toxicity or "Administrative Exceedances" of
conditions to aquatic tire in the waters where they occur. Ftzrther studies are aeeded toWater Quality Cdteria dezemdne whether San Diego Creek waters catering Upper Newport Bay axe toxic to aqu~c
life. If toxicity in the Creek waters is found, then the sigaificance of rids toxicity to aquatic life
within San Diego Creek and Upper Newport Bay should be evaluated, if toxicity is judged to
be significant with respect to potentially impairing the beneficial uses of Upl~er Newport Bay
~d/or San Diego Cr~k waters, then tbe cause of this toxicity and the sou.rues of the
constituents that cause the toxicity should be identified ax,.d, if possible, co,trolled at the sotm:e.

IRefereace as: Lee, O.F. ami Taylor, S. "Review of Exi~ing Water Q~ality Charac~ristics ~ Upper
New~x~ Bay and i~s Watershed" Repo~ to $|Ivemdo, Irviae, CA Submk~ed by 0. Fred Lee & Associ~e, El Macem,
CA, June (! 997).


