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Executive Summary

- aluation and management
As part of an upper Newport Bay watershed-based wam"qualityev lua
pmgra:g a review of existing information on the watet quality characteristics of Upper Newport
Bay has been conducted. A summary of the findings is presented below.

Aquatic Toxicity

Previous studies (conducted in late 1992 and early 1993) on San Dicgo'Cmck waters as they
enter Upper Newport Bay show that aquatic life toxicity was me.asum.d'm the Crec.k walers.
These studies were limited to two samples, where the cause of this toxicity was not xdennf_iad.
Further, chemical analysis of tributary waters and Bay waters ha‘s.shown that the co.mcntratmns
of some heavy metals with potential to cause aguatic life toxicity, were present in excess _°f
United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) v_mter .qua.hty criteria, There is,
therefore, a potential that these exceedances of the water quality criteria may represent toxic
conditions to aquatic life in the waters where they occur. Further studies are needed to
determine whether San Diego Creek waters entering Upger Newport Pay are toxic to ax!uat.tc
life. If toxicity in the Creek waters is found, then the significance of this tox:c.xt?' to.aquauc life
within San Diego Creek and Upper Newport Bay should be ev.aluated. If toxicity is judged to
be significant with respect to potentially impairing the be{lcﬂcxﬁl uses of Upper Newport Bay
and/or San Diego Creek waters, then the cause of thxs. toxicity and the sources of the
constituents that cause the toxicity should be identified and, if possible, controlled at the source.
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