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Title: Peat Land Conservation and Peat Dust Abatement

Personnel: Klan B. Carlton and cooperating research and extension staf~

Principal results of year:    Du~ storms were aga~ monitored and compared w£th
of storms in ~he fou~ previous ~ears, Despite an exceptionally dry winter and
spring and the dustiest year since this project began, distribution of d~st storm~
througho~ the year was remarkably simila~ to previous years. As in previous
a very shs~p Fiso i~ dust storm a~tivity 00¢uxTed in mid Mayo This s~ppox~j p~e~ioG8
obse~vatlons of the impox~ance o~ wind erosion ¢on~ol methods geared to the
peTiod o~ nLid May to the end o~ June.

Wind yelouig~-dust storm corTelation studies indicate that ~ redu:ki~
of all wind vblocltlos by i~ or 15J would materially reduce the nunbav and intensity
o~ dust stoFns, A reduction o~ all wind velo~itles by 25~ would eliminate all
few relatively I~nor du~ st, oz’~s.

Inter-row planting was accomplished by three cooperators on a total
~ acres~ Only 28~ a~res could be considered to have ar4y degree of success.
These trials emphasized the importance of interplarAing no~ later than mid AprIX.
¯ In barley ir~erplar~ir~s 13~-16" high, considered a bare minimum, dust �ollected
from inter-rowed fields was ~O~ to ?9% of that from control fields.

A variety-time of planting trial to test the suitability of aew variegies
and technlques wa~ carried out. The principle of mixing certai~ grains for
row planting purposes stood out as having considerable merit.

Bamboo windbreak experimentation indicated that spread into adJaee~k
~ropland could be effectively controlled by timely use of disk or ohisel.

Clea~ plastic film mulch increased soil temperatures at l~" depth as
¯mch a~ ~°F. in three week~ during late wi~ter.

Field Windbreaks for Row Crops. Herbert B. Schultz and Alan B. Carlton. California
Agriculture Vol. 13~ No. ll~ I~59.
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