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M~. L©~r Snow
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
14.16 Ninth St~’cct, Suite 1155
~~, CA 95S1~

Dear M~, Snow:
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it appears that ~slxtm’ine 1-atbitat impmverne~s axe to be c~u~ to Suisun and San
Pablo Bays. This is L-tc, onsistsnt with Dr. Peter Moyle’s work, in whbh h~ no~es ~,h,xl the
we,Jl~m Delta is a part of t~ ~e Fishes Zone, It a/so fails to meet a key test for
recovery of endangered @ecies - that their habita~ is widely distributed through o~ their
historic range. We believe dmt ~e Delta mus~ provide adequate esmarine habiUtts so that
species of cone, era such as delta em~elt �~an thrive ~ven d~rt6 pr.4iod~ of s~ver¢ druu~ht.
Some o~ tl~ previous CUWA submittal wotfld ensure that there would be significant
shallow-w~ter (and deep wamr) vegetated habitat in the center of the Del~ we believe it
is important that the objectives and targets be written in a manner which clt~ n~
preclude the~ aspects of the CUWA sub~ fi-om serous oonsideration.

We are also concerned th~ some targets are phrased in a manner which would lead to
aRematiws wit~ v~y ~ costs. One imlmrtant exemple is the repeaUsl emphasis on
restoring se~onally flooded and olb~r riparian habi~ts in t]~ Dells itself(for ~amrle
Table ! I, page 61, i~em A, l, 2 and 3). This seems ~ imply using stmken Delta islands,
behind l©v©e~, ~ t lo~ation ~’or riparian and waterfowl habitats. If thb is ~or~.~t, there
many other are~ where such habitats are morn appropriate., more economical and ¢~n be
marie virtu~ly self-susta’mi~.

We suggest, for example, that portion~ of the Yolo and Su~er bypasses ~ are~
t~ them rm~y b~ m~ for this t~p~ of Imbitex, ex ~ NsI~ l~wsh, ~r ~ l~n~ ~o
east efth© Mokrlurnn© River. Following a Ions-teem program o~isltnd b~filding, it may
be epl~opria~e ~o~ some m-Delta islands to be conwrted to tl~se habitat, but ~he risks
eau! ~sts involved in doin~ so ~ this time should be given more ~onsideration in the nv.xt

We are pleased to see that restoring meaml~r �orridor~ ~ associated floodplain
inundation are a major target orthe ERPP. BUt there may be some inc, on$ist~ in
pursuing these aspe.~ of the ERPP and the sub-objectives of Objective 4 (Table ~).
Under some hydrologb conditior~ inundation of the t~psUeam floodplain, wi~ all of its
long-term benefits, nmy �o;tiller with sub-obj~ctiv©s that c4tl] for r~duction in salinity in
Suisurt Bay or inereasin8 the occurrence of brackish water habitat in San Pablo Bay. As
tAese sub-objectives, u stood, may onty be arcomplished by greater ou~ws0 sul some
of these higher flows will inevitably be diverted to the floodplain/meander zone. it v~uld
appear that water users could be asked to make even greater sacrifices than are provided
for under the De~ember 1994 ~=y-D~Ita A~ord. This ~o~d br in~raib-Wnt with
CALFED objective of restorin8 and/or enlmneing water supply reliability. We ~eel that
the res*,~ratiort of large areas Of aquatic habitat in the Del~ may be a better strate~b, for
meetin~ habitat needs th~n ulditioual outflow related concepts, and look forward to
working with you~ staff in dev©|opin~ solutions.
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There me a number of other targets which seem to sugge~ that w~t~ u~ers may b© ssked
to saedfice in ordtr to solve problems created by other int~ests. ]:or exarnpIe, we note
~hat there is nO tsrset providing for load reductions ~ toxic d~scharg~s ~to the aqu~tie
ecosystem, o~y a target providing for redu~tio~ of concenttmio~ o~ su~ toxins in t~e
system. We ~r¢ ¢¢rtairt that you do nut raean to imply that mote O~fiOw will ~ req~re~
to dilute there pollutamt~; redu~tio~ in discharges are ~le~rly in the intere.~ts of all, Some
of the most significmt toxb problems are ~ncunent with and no~ mitit~ted by additional
outflow, Dilution should notbe used for solving problems oftoxics; it is not s bem~ci~l
us~ of water, W© b©li~v~ that th© topi~ of ©ontamitmnca ue~ls to be more effectively
either in these Impleme~tion Objectives and Taxset, or in the Wmer Qmdi~¥ Coannon
Element with appropriat~ cross.references.

As anothor example, the phrasing of Objective A ?(d) raLs~ ~ncern~, Increasin~
~esid~:n~© time "~ D~I~ ~ha~neb" i~ a f.action of reducing flew velo~iW throug~ those
c~l~. There are several ways ~o a~;ompli~h this:

a. Decrease inflow, not possible ffinflow~ mu~t be incz~ased m ~ f~eshen
Suisun Bay;

Table l, sub-ob~.~tive A 7(g). Inmeasing tlows or ~reShwater to the ebb.tory
will incream productivity only ff the~e flow~ contain nutrients to support
growth. That may be a fimction of their havirt~ b~¢r~ distributed ove~ the
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Table 2, page 17. Altbo~,h some components of water quality m’e consic~re, d

~lieve ~ ~ ~i~ s~d ~ a ~ ~d~ P~ Phy~

Table I ~, ~ 71. CI, C3 T~. We ~e �o~d. We do n~ ~d
how C~D co~d ~o~se ~ ~~ ofh~l non-~ive ~ies
~p~a~o~, ~h ~ in~d silv~des, ~ a ~et of ~or~on ~W.
B~ ~ NegleCt t~ m~s ~ ~s ~ies pros oa de~ ~elt
eggs ~d ~~ for im ~ ~s set of ~ge~ ~ to ~ ~lly

While not directly ~lated to ~e implementation Objectives
si~fic~t ~n~ s~ed

~o~afic ~v~en~ mifiga6on ne~s of~e
of~e Bay-Del~ ~~; it wo~d ~ess o~y ~~ r~on ~. We ~e
~ co~d ~ how ~ ~o~afi~
f~ifies ~ go~ m be ~s~
~ ~e ~P, how ~11 it ~ ~v~lo~, how
how ~1 it ~ ~e~ed into ~e Bay-~lm Pl~ We ~lieve
is ~~ W ~ m~ss of~ Bay-~l~

obj~ves md ~ets ~t ne~
~pt~iate t~ o~miW tO point S~[ ex~et out f~ yo~ cotillon. We ~tl

Byron B~tck
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