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1Jnited States Department of Interior
FISH AND ~DL~’E SERVIG~

Sa~r~ent~S~ J~q~ Es~ FisheD, R~sour~ O~ee
400I No~ Wilson Way, Stockton, CA 95205-2486
209-946~ (Voice) 209-946-6355 (F~)

6 January, 1997

Mr. Dick Daniels
CALFED Bay-Dell t Program
1416 Ninth Street,
Suite 1155
Sacramento, Califo via
95814

Dear Mr. Daniels:

Following are my i~titial comments on the draft "Goals and :argets for key resources in the
Delta tributaries," ~tributed following the November 5, 1! ~96 technical meeting focused on
these tributaries. T he comments may also have some relev; nce to programmatic objectives
and targets presented in your November 15, 1996, "Prelimi aary working draft on
implemen~tion objc’,ctives and targets." The comments are limited in scope but present
some of my thoughl s on the Ecosystem Restoration Progran~ Plan (ERPP) approach to
implementation obj~:ctives and targets. As you know, AFP~, staff have been focused on a
similar parallel putt to the ERPP, and we are currently working on finalizing the Restoration
Plan and our respot~ses to comments. This process has foct ssed a large amount of our time,
but we hope to part icipate in your planning process more in the future to facilitate
complememary integration of the two respective programs.

The overall approa¢h of idemifying ecosystem elements (su~:h ~ key indicator species and
habitats) and key’ e~ osystem functions, processes, and assoc’, ated stressors to develop
implementation objc retires, targets, and restoration actions l~rovides insight to key limiting
factors and potentiat remedial actions that need to ~ccur. Where currently feasible, numeric
targets or measurable performance standards should be developed and presented. For
example, it is possi’ ~Ie to present numeric anadromous fish ..~argets that are indicative of some
degree of restoration in addition to your current targets thatlfocus on cohort replacement
values greater than ~ne. This could result ~ developing an~dromous fish restoration targets
similar to thosepre ~¢nted by the AFRP. This type of tm’ge~proddes more definition to the
magnitude of restot ttion that needs to occur and a way to t~easure achievement milestones or
performance standards. Incorpor~tting this sort of numeric .~arget is nicely supported by
ERPP’s description of target development u~ing a historicalI reference period Numerous
Central Valley ana~ romous fish stocks Lend themselves welI to this procedure.

The ERPP "Prelim nary working draft on implementation o~jectives and targets" identifies
artificial fmh produ :tion primarily as a stressor, and second~ily as a ecosystem restoration
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tool that ~hould be u.~.d cautiously in £y.~tems with limited natural fish prod~tvtion
It is probably prer~ :atur¢ m tb~ an implem¢mation objective for the Mokelunme River uhat
statss, "Maua~ lb - a compostm natural spawmng and l~tc ~ry popu!ation" for fail-ran
c~k s~n, ~ ~ cu~m ~mral production coho~ ml I~emen~ rmget for t~
~u~tion ~ca~ ~ that Se system’s capaciW to support u ~mr~ p~oducfiou is grea~er
~.~t "~d,~ ~ ~at E~P e~sis shoed be on ~s c~ui~nt of ~e ran. The E~P,
~ 0~ exis~, es~o~ation pro~, should not i~or~ ~xis~g ~ifici~ pr~u~ion
~a~o~, but ~ m~ial f~us should ~ ~u~ ~t~tion of bo$ production componen~
to ~ ne~afi,,~ ¢ff~ts to ~ral pr~ucdon.

,,T~ or#rail approa.:b prcsr~cd in ~ d[aft Goals ~d ~r~#~ for kry reso~¢¢s ~ Se Delta
~bu~ies (i.e., id{ nd~]~ ~osys[~ cO,henS, priess #s, ~plemrnmtion obj~dws.
etc.) ~vides a go~ d #~ework for identi~ li~ages be~ actions, ~d restoration
obj~dves for eithe ’kay s~c.ies or ecosystem ~nctiom. ~here ~sslblc,
~r~c objectives ~r qmmifiable perfo~ s~nd~ds is des~able. Obviously,
rcfinemrm uf s~] 2c ~ge~ s~l needs [o o~ur. In con~ st, Table 8 ~ 9 of &�
Nov~be~ 15 ~Pre]imin~ working dr~ of imple~nm[io:~ objectives and rsrgets"
a~md to ~g~.te a !or of ~o~afion ~ a ve~ genera[~way, esp~ially for &e physi~l
pr~esses ~cfion. ~ leads to some COhesion ~caus¢ o~th¢ lack of ~city. ~"
a~ s~on~ phy~ ~ prOc¢Sses ~d ~nctio~ are n~t l~d to a sgessor which I
wo~d pmvi~ a ~’~r, clearer ~ifion ~ ~lemen[ado~ objrcdves, targets ~d actiom,
s~ to ~at Wes~ n[ed in ~� draR "Goals ~d ~rgets fbr ~ey resources in &e

Aga~, ~r~ ~ .nU ~ ~t compr~emive, bm hep¢~l~ ~ey will ~ ~e~l as you
~r develop ~ ~P. ,

Sincerely

Scot~ Spaukling
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