RECOVEﬁY OF ENDANGERED
SACRAMENTO WINTER-RUN
CHINOOK SALMON

As staled in the recommendations of the
Sacramenlo winlar chinook recovery leam, "The
‘collapsa of the winter-run chinook population
rosulied from thse cumulative elfacis of

dagradation of spawning, rearing and migration

habitats in the Sacramento River and
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta." Now in 1996,
it is clear that the listing of the winler tin_undar
e Endangered Species Act in 1989 helped to
focus atlention on thgse habitat problems,
Howaver, actual management changes to resolvg
iheseo problems in favor of recovering the winler
run hava been limifad.

Thea recovery igam goes on to identify tho spacific
causas of decline as: 1) excessively warm waler
tamporatures from releases at Shasta Dam,
2) interference_with free miqgralory passage_of
juvéniles and adulls at Red Bluff Diversion Dam,
37 1he export of vasl quanlilies of waler from
diversions in_ e _soulh_Delta, 4) heavy melal
cenfamination from lron Mountain Mine ang
Syenlrainmont in_a large number of tnscraenad

or poorly scroenad watar diversions. Among_a..

hostU ol othaT Tactors contribuling lo tho docling,
the team atlributes ocean and inland fisheries as
likoly to havo impairad stock rebuilding efforts. It
is worth noling that tho failure of the winler run to
rebuild is occurring during a time whaen
Sacramento fall chinook have increassd
substantially from low abundance lavels in the

garly 1990s.

Facad with the prospect of a critically low
spawning population of the endangered
Sacramento winter chinook, National Marine
Fishories Service has required the Council to
includa significant new restrictions in ocean fishery
managoment off California to increase the rate of

rocosary of Hus slock., While it may boe possibla
to tamporarily provide small increascs in the
aumber of winter-run spawnars through
substantial fishery restriction, such actions wilt not
provide any meaningful or lasting recovery of this
stock as long as the basic habilat deficiencies
identifiod by the team remain uniresolved, Toward
that end, the Council offers the following resolution:
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R ﬁUTIO ON WlhTER—RUN CHINOOK
SALMON HABITAT ISSUES ®

Wharaas, the National Marine Fishotiss Seqvice has called
for raducing.the-1996 rocreational and commercial Salmicy)
jghmg harvest in ordar to prolect Sacramenlo River.,

winter-run chinook salmon from exlinclion; and
winlor—-run ci

Whareas, commercial and recreational fishing has not boon tho

causs of th cline ofwinlor= salmon, and

Whereas, the suggsstad fisheries consiraints to protect wintar--
run chinook will cost the recreational and commercial salmon

fishaties millions of dollars in lost revenue; and

Whereas, an increasg in freshwater outflows. fram. tho.
acramonlo- Ganveaquin Dalla info San Franciseo Rav is.
neoded 10 _maintain_esluarne habital and reversae tho
procipilous decline of watsr qualily and fish_and wildlile
spacigs including the delta smelt (lisled as threalaned) and
winler-run chinook salmon (listed as endangered); and theso
outflows are now available as part of tha thres-year 1994

Bay/Delta Accord, and

Whereas, there havae boeon lossas of down stream smolts to
unscresned diversions; and

Whereas, on-the-ground habilat restoration effuits to rasiure
winter-run populations need to bo intensified; and

Whoreas, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has hallad tho winlo
run artificial propagation program at Coleman Halcheary for
one year to study problems of hybridization and sinolt

imprintation; and

Whereas, soms of the habitat improvemen{ measures already
identified are yot to bo implemented;

Now, therefore, be it resolvad that consistent with ils harvest
managemant recommendations to protect winter-run chinook,
the Pacific FishsryManadsment Council raquasts.that. ——

~
1 /’1{0 Calilornia Stata Whinr Rilsonurcas Contral Bonrd rowirdaa
syufficiont outflows hom)lhe c[ac:ramento~San Joaquin Delta
to protect winler-run ¢ 1inp€k; and roview tho adequacy of
/the outflows required froim the Sacramonto-San Joaguin

Delta in its 1995 Walef Quality Plan during the tri-annual

/ roview of the plan-to assure protection of the winler run; and

, 2. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Bureau of

Reclamalion prioritize and expeditiously implament on-the-
ground projects to restore winter-run chinook habitat; and

3. The Federal Energy Rogulalory Commission review tho
~ hydropowaer.licenses for the projects on Batlle Cregk lo
determing if flow requiraments should be modified to protect
and restore fish and wildlifo of the basin and downsticam

aroas; and

4. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Nalional Marin.
Fisheries Service explore whather or not wintar-run fish cou -
use Ballle Croek as spawning grounds. This delerminalion
would nesd to resolve diseass, fish passage, and waler quality

and lemperalure issues.
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